
 
   

Meeting Minutes 
August 27, 2007 

 
Members 
Present –David Kostka, Vincent Domidion, Mary Massey, Sashe Annete, John Vig  
Absent – Liaison Thomas Hennessey, David Paddock 
 
Associates 
Present - Pat Anderson 
Absent –Gisela Anderl 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Mr. Kostka who read the following 
statement. “In accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meeting Act. P.L. 
1975, Chapter 231, public notice of this meeting has been provided by publication of 
an annual notice in the Asbury Park Press and posting of this notice on the bulletin 
board at Town Hall.” 
 
The August 6, 2007 minutes were distributed for review.  There being no corrections 
made the minutes were approved as submitted.   
 
LIAISON REPORT 
There was no report. 
 
PLANNING BOARD 
Morgan, Block 30, Lot 13, on County Route 537 at New Street. This is now coming 
up for review. The applicant is requesting two variances, for 7 parking spaces where 
13 are required, and setback of 5 feet from the property line where a 10-foot setback is 
required. The Commission members were in agreement that these variances would 
allow unnecessary and undesirable intensity of usage and should be denied. 
 
Russo (Black Swan Farm), PB653, Block 21.05, Lot 1-193, 193 Laird Road, at Big 
Beech Drive. The applicant requests approval for a 2-lot subdivision, and variances for 
setbacks. Presently, there are accessory buildings occupying the front setback. The 
Commission members were in agreement that there are no environmental issues 
existing, but Mr. Kostka will ask Tim Anfuso if the accessory buildings had Township 
approval prior to their construction. 
 
Andreas Galleros, Block 16, Lot 12/36, Heritage Lane near Heyers Mill Road. The 
applicant requests approval for a 2-lot subdivision of parcel with deficient frontages. 



The Commission members were in agreement that there are no environmental issues 
existing. 
 
Sport court, Block 55, Lot 22.21, on Rivers Edge. The Commission members were in 
agreement that there are no environmental issues existing 
 
Brock Building, Block 31.01, lot 7, on west side of State Route 34 north of County 
Route 537. Access is on State Route 34 only, although the Planning Board encourages 
service roads. If JCP&L and the property owner agreed, additional access could be 
provided onto Merchants Way. This should be considered, as it might improve air 
quality impact. This is not coming up for review, but if it should be scheduled, Mr. 
Kostka will poll the Commission members. 
  
OLD BUSINESS 
Mr. Kostka reported that passage of the tree ordinance will be a long process. The 
Mayor sent the proposed ordinance to Long Range Planning, and the Environmental 
Commission will be asked to appear before that committee. Julie McGowan of the 
Shade Tree Commission informed him that the ordinance will be altered from the 
original proposal to be a more modest heritage tree ordinance. Mr. Kostka would like 
all street-side trees protected by ordinance, in order to maintain the streetscapes. Mrs. 
Massey remarked that they are protected by ordinance, but that would be only the trees 
planted by the Shade Tree Commission. Mr. Kostka believes protection should be 
extended to all street trees, regardless of provenance. Mrs. Anderson noted that Colts 
Neck is officially a Tree City. 
 
Mr. Domidion reported that there are 960 equine facilities in Monmouth County, a 
large number of them in Colts Neck, but there is concern regarding the viability of the 
industry, as the purse money has been going to other states. The equine industry is 
beneficial to the environment, as most of the land used for this purpose has no 
impervious coverage and so contributes to stormwater recharge. 
 
Mr. Vig noted purple martins on the wires just before the Colts Neck Fair. They have 
all gone south by now. Mrs. Massey will take down and store the gourds, and Mr. Vig 
will cover the purple martin houses. Candace Burke has volunteered to be a purple 
martin landlord. Another house needs to be added to next year’s budget. 
 
NEW BUSINESS/ CORRESPONDENCE 
The New Jersey Environmental Foundation wants to give a presentation to the Mayor 
and Township Committee about the Pesticide Free Zone, Green and Clean and No 
Idling Resolutions. NJ Smart Start offers incentive grants for energy efficiency. Mr. 
Domidion will attend the presentation. 
 
Robert Iaconna, Block 7, lot 24, has applied to the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection (N.J.D.E.P.) for a Letter of Interpretation and Wetland 
Transition. 
 



Copy of an application for a Letter of Interpretation for 32 Clover Hill Road was 
received. 
 
Developers of the Overbrook Farm subdivision have applied to the N.J.D.E.P. for a 
general permit for construction in wetlands at 132 Hockhocksen Road, Block 50, Lots 
4, 5 & 17. Their intent is to widen the road entering the horse farm and residential 
area. Mr. Domidion will speak with Tim Anfuso about this. 
 
A copy of Green Heritage, the newsletter of the Monmouth County Open Space, Park 
and Recreation Agency, contains an article about trees that stresses the services they 
provide to the community. These are: control of soil erosion, recharge of aquifers, 
pollution filtering, carbon sequestration, temperature modulation and reduction of 
energy requirements. Mr. Kostka will write an article expressing the value of trees, 
and submit it to the Colts Neck Calendar.  
 
Mr. Vig motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:41 pm. Mr. Domidion seconded the 
motion, which unanimously passed. 
 
Next Meeting 7:30 pm – Monday, October 1, 2007. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Ellen Terry, Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 


