
 
 

COLTS NECK HISTORICAL 
PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

 
FEBRUARY 3, 2004 

 5:30 PM, TOWNSHIP HALL 
 
 
In Attendance:   Lillian G. Burry, Chairperson/Township Committee Liaison 
    Ellen Terry, Secretary 
    Nancy L. Boylan      
    Vincent Cerullo        
    Harold Kilbride     
    Meredith Janssen 
    Peggy Joline  
    Carol McCoy   
    Julie McGowan     
    Betty Reilly   
    Ann Rippa 
    Cathi Trost 
    Louise Whitney 
 
Absent:    Jane Davis (excused) 
    David Engebretson (excused) 
    Patricia Mitchell 
   
1. Chairperson Burry called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM, stating “The notice requirements of the New 

Jersey Open Public Meetings Law have been satisfied by forwarding a news release to the Asbury Park 
Press on February 3, 2003, stating that a meeting of the Colts Neck Historical Preservation Committee 
would be held on February 3, 2004 at 5:30 PM, at Town Hall. The notice requirements have been posted 
on the Township bulletin board and a copy is on file in the Office of the Township Clerk.” 

 
2. Mrs. Burry introduced Meredith Janssen, a new member of the Committee. Mrs. Janssen has shown her 

house on the Annual House Tour, and is a strong supporter of historical preservation. Mrs. Burry also 
announced that Mr. Engebretson is in the hospital. A card will be sent to him. 

 
3. On a motion by Mrs. Joline and seconded by Mrs. McGowan, the minutes of the December 2, 2003 

meeting were accepted as submitted. 
 
4. Mrs. Burry announced the schedule of meetings for 2004 was handed out in the packet with the agenda for 

this meeting. 
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5. Mrs. Burry reviewed the proposed 2004 budget. The Committee has requested $4,000 in operating 
expenses and additional monies for salaries. The operating budget will include supplies; stipends for the 
school visits by American Historical Theater re-enactors; seed money for the Annual House Tour and the 
Colts Neck History book; advertising and entertainment for the Williamsburg Christmas program; State 
Historic Preservation membership; and the annual reception at Mr. Kilbride’s home. The cost of an 
additional “Welcome to Colts Neck” sign to be installed on Five Point Road will be met by the capital 
portion of the 2004 budget. The Committee’s own dedicated fund still has about $8,000.00. Additional 
money will need to be obtained to publish the history book. A copy of the proposed budget is made a part 
of these minutes. 

 
6. Mrs. Reilly reported that Abraham Lincoln interpretor Christian Johnson will portray Mr. Lincoln at the 

Cedar Drive School on February 11. The auditorium is currently in use for a school play, so the 
performance will be held twice in a smaller room, at 12:15 and 1:15 PM. Mrs. Burry has invited Laura 
Kolnoski from the Colts Neck Journal. 

 
7. Mrs. Burry presented an update on Montrose School. The status of the grant that was applied for will be 

known in February. Meanwhile, the fencing has been ordered and will be installed when the weather 
improves. It is natural wood and will be allowed to weather. A light will be placed on the flagpole. Mrs. 
Burry opened two bids for alarms. Both bids included smoke and motion alarms, strobe lights and interior 
horn. Bid from ADT came in at $2,333.00 for installation plus $605.00 per month to monitor. CSS bid 
came in at $1,175.00 for installation, initial programming and end user training, plus $372.00 for 
supervision. Mr. Engebretson will advise further. 

 
A sub-committee consisting of Mrs. Burry, Mr. Engebretson, Mr. Kilbride, Mrs. McGowan and Mrs. 
Whitney is in charge of long-range plans for use of the school. Part of the grant that was applied for would 
be for long-range uses. These would probably include teaching programs in Colts Neck Schools, and 
storage of appropriate Township memorabilia. Restoration is necessary before programs can be put into 
place. The roof needs replacing, and the foundation and chimney require repair. Mrs. McGowan noted that 
several old trees are in bad condition and need to be removed. The place on the school lot where those 
trees are located could support a parking area large enough for a school bus. Mrs. Janssen remarked that 
she has two old desks and an old print that she could donate. 
 

8. Mrs. Trost reported that she found the best prices for historic sign markers at Erie Landmark, a company 
in York PA. The brass signs will be 18” x 24” with text in New Brunswick typeface on a black 
background. They come with 4’ posts. The cost for the three signs is $2,900.00. There would be a $120.00 
crating charge, but Mr. Kilbride and Mr. Cerullo offered to drive to York PA to pick up the signs and save 
the crating charge. They will use blankets to cushion the signs for transport. 

 
9. The annual reception will be held on Sunday, March 28 from 2 to 4 PM at Mr. Kilbride’s home. Mrs. 

Burry appointed Mr. Cerullo, Mrs. Janssen and Mrs. Joline to the sub-committee for the event. Invitees 
should include all Committee members and spouses, all owners of homes on prior House Tours, and 
people who will probably open their homes for future tours. 
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10. At Mrs. Burry’s request, Mrs. Janssen, Mrs. Joline, Mrs. McCoy and Mrs. Reilly agreed to form the 

Annual House Tour sub-committee. Mrs. Janssen is not available on the second weekend of October, and 
the year she showed her house the tour was at the end of September. It was agreed to set the date for this 
year’s tour on Saturday, September 25. Discussion ensued regarding possible houses for this year’s tour. 
Mr. Cerullo intends to have his house ready for the tour. Mrs. Joline remarked that the houses should be 
selected early, so ticket sales can begin in summer. Mrs. Burry will solicit the house tour participants. 
Those included on her list are Duck Hollow (Dittmar), Vince Cerullo, the Devine house on Cross Road, 
possibly the Dickinson house on Route 537, the Bremer home, and the King residence. 

 
11. Mr. Cerullo reported that he had spoken with Bud Wheeler about reinstituting the Fife and Drum Corps. 

Mr. Wheeler knows someone who has the music. Mr. Cerullo stated that he will call CBA to look for fife 
players, and that there are many drummers available. Mr. Cerullo found a source for tricorn hats at 
Williamsburg, and uniforms need to be designed and created. Mrs. Whitney remarked that she had sewn 
the uniforms for the previous corps. 

 
12. Mrs. Boylan will again chair the Williamsburg Christmas sub-committee, with Mrs. Davis and Mrs. 

Mitchell. Mrs. Burry will call Harold Nolan to determine the date of the tree lighting, so that the 
Williamsburg program can be coordinated with the tree lighting. The church musicians should be 
contacted as soon as the date is set. 

 
13. Mrs. Burry reported that she, Mrs. Joline, Mr. Kilbride and Mrs. McGowan continue to work on the Colts 

Neck history book. 
 
14. On a motion by Mrs. Joline and seconded by Mrs. McGowan, the meeting was adjourned at7:02 PM. The 

next meeting will be TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 2004, at 5:30 PM at Township Hall. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Ellen Terry 
Secretary 
 
REVISED MINUTES 


