
COLTS NECK HISTORICAL 
PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

 
FEBRUARY 7, 2006 

 5:30 PM, TOWNSHIP HALL 
 
 
In Attendance:   Lillian G. Burry, Chairperson/Township Committee Liaison  
    Ellen Terry, Secretary 
    Vincent Cerullo 
    Jane Davis 
    Linda Dickinson     
    David Engebretson 
    Mary Fournier 
    Meredith Janssen  
    Harold Kilbride     
    Patricia Mitchell 
    Betty Reilly 
    Ann Rippa 
    Cathi Trost  
    Louise Whitney 
 
Absent:  Peggy Joline (excused) 
    
1. Chairperson Burry called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM, stating “The notice requirements of the New 

Jersey Open Public Meetings Law have been satisfied by forwarding a news release to the Asbury Park 
Press on January 17, 2006, stating that a meeting of the Colts Neck Historical Preservation Committee 
would be held on February 7, 2006 at 5:30 PM, at Town Hall. The notice requirements have been posted 
on the Township bulletin board and a copy is on file in the Office of the Township Clerk.” 

 
2. On a motion by Mrs. Trost and seconded by Mrs. Davis, the minutes of the December 12, 2005 meeting 

were accepted as submitted. 
 
3. Mrs. Burry introduced Rick Ambrosio, new Associate Member of the Committee. Rick has a life-long 

interest, and a degree in history. 
 

Mrs. Burry placed into the minutes a letter to Mayor Benjamin Forester from Dorothy P. Guzzo of the 
New Jersey Historic Preservation Office. It informs the Township that the Probasco-Dittmar Farmstead 
was entered onto the New Jersey Register of Historic Places on November 18, 2005. This prevents the 
State, a county, municipality or any of their agencies or instrumentalities from undertaking any project that 
will encroach upon, damage or destroy the property without approval from the Commissioner of the 
Department of Environmental Protection. It will now be sent to the National Park Service to be considered 
for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
Also entered into the minutes is a letter from Randall Gabrielen of the Monmouth County Historical 
Commission with which was included the second half of the grant for the Montrose School, a check in the 
amount of $1,050.00.  
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Mrs. Burry has learned that on-site Civil War sketches drawn by William Wand, grandfather of Alice 
Thecker, have been donated to the museum at the Gettysburg Battlefield. Mr. Wand was one of the most 
prominent on-site battlefield artists. Several of these pictures are featured on a calendar produced by 
Friends of National Parks at Gettysburg. A copy will be obtained for the Committee. 
 
Mrs. Burry announced that Laura Kolnoski has begun work on the Colts Neck history book and expects to 
have it printed by November, 2006. Mrs. Burry negotiated a price of $1,600.00 with Muriel Rogers for her 
painting of the Flock Farm.  It was purchased with funds from the Committee’s trust fund. Mrs. Rogers 
and the Flock family will be invited to attend the presentation to the Township Committee to be held on 
February 22. 

 
4. Mrs. Burry announced that the date of December 10, 2006 has been confirmed for the Williamsburg 

Christmas. The Reformed Church choirs have committed to that date. 
 

5. Mrs. Reilly announced that Kim Handley will perform as the Abigail Adams re-enactor at the Cedar Drive 
School. She will be met at Huddy’s for lunch at 11:15 AM, and the performance will commence at 1:00 
PM.  

 
6. Mrs. Burry confirmed that the spring reception will be held on March 19 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM at the 

home of Linda Bremer. Ms. Rippa requested that Committee members present to Mrs. Fournier a list of 
refreshments they will bring. Rick Ambrosio offered to have the invitations printed. Mrs. Dickinson and 
Mrs. Janssen will assist with the invitations, and they will be furnished with the list of the Colts Neck 
homes built prior to 1865. 

 
7. Mr. Engebretson has drawn a list of the schools where he has seen old slate boards during his 

investigations. A letter of inquiry will be sent from Mrs. Burry regarding availability of the slates, for 
installation at the Montrose School. Mr. Cerullo reported that he has been investigating renovation of the 
outhouse from Holly Bush for use at the Montrose School. He stated that installation of a portajohn would 
not work, so the only options are renovating the original or building a new one. Mrs. Burry remarked that 
salvaging would be preferable, as the outhouse is authentic. Bids for interior painting will be sought. 

 
8. Mrs. Trost reported that three roadside signs have been ordered, for Lairds, the Probasco-Dittmar 

Farmstead, and Colts Neck Village. Delivery will take about 12 weeks. Mrs. Burry suggested a marker for 
Jim Gary near the memorial fountain that he crafted. 

 
9. Mrs. Janssen displayed the charming and detailed drawings she made of the homes from the 2005 Annual 

Tour. They will be framed for presentation to the home owners. 
 
On a motion by Mrs. Trost and seconded by Mrs. Janssen, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 PM. The next 
meeting will be Tuesday, March 7, 2006, at 5:30 PM at Township Hall. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Ellen Terry  
Secretary 


