
 
COLTS NECK HISTORICAL PRESERVATION 

COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2008 
 5:30 PM, TOWNSHIP HALL 
 
In Attendance:   Lillian G. Burry, Chairperson 
    James Schatzle, Township Committee Liaison 
    Ellen Terry, Secretary 
    Vincent Cerullo 
    Jane Davis 
    Linda Dickinson-Pancila 
    Jennifer Engel 
    Mary Fournier 
    Harold Kilbride 
    Lucy Knipfing 
    Patricia Mitchell 
    Toni Morello 
    Cathi Trost 
    Louise Whitney 
 
Absent:    David Engebretson (excused) 
     Betty Reilly 
     Ann Rippa (excused) 
 
 
  
1. Chairperson Burry called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM, stating “The notice requirements of the New Jersey Open Public 

Meetings Law have been satisfied by forwarding a news release to the Asbury Park Press on January 4, 2008, stating that a 
meeting of the Colts Neck Historical Preservation Committee would be held on March 4, 2008 at 5:30 PM, at Town Hall. 
The notice requirements have been posted on the Township bulletin board and a copy is on file in the Office of the Township 
Clerk.” Mrs. Burry then led the Salute to the Flag. 

 
2. On a motion by Mr. Cerullo and seconded by Mrs. Trost, the minutes of the February 20, 2008 meeting were accepted as 

submitted. 
 
3. Mrs. Burry explained the purpose of the appearance in February of Joe and Gail Ioia, and their attorney, John Giunco was 

to seek the Committee’s support for a variance from the Colts Neck Zoning Board of Adjustment. The Committee is 
empowered only to advise that the members believe from the testimony that the property in question, the Wainwright 
House, has historic value to both Colts Neck and to the greater community. She requested Ms. Terry write a letter to the 
Zoning Board stating the Committee’s position. 

 
Mrs. Burry announced that Mrs. Mitchell attended the February 26 awards ceremony held by the Monmouth County 
Historical Commission, and accepted a grant award for the Montrose School. Mrs. Mitchell expressed gratitude for being 
invited, as she met representatives from the Wall Township one-room schoolhouse who offered program ideas and invited 
the Committee for a field trip. 
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Mrs. Burry announced that 2008 is the 325th anniversary of the establishment of Monmouth County. The opening event 
for this celebration will be held on Thursday, March 13, at 2 PM in the second floor Judges’ Chambers of the Hall of 
Records in Freehold. Committee members are urged to attend. Girl Scout Troop 1128 and their leaders have been invited 
to attend as well. The program will feature re-enactors and last about one-half hour. During the year, almost monthly 
anniversary programs will be held, including a self-guided auto tour in May and a Monmouth County Library program on 
July 20 with displays, music, archives tours, and special events for children. 
 

4. Mrs. Burry announced that Mrs. Mitchell will coordinate with the Millers of Mine Brook Road in regard to the Spring 
Reception planned to be held at their home. She urged that the invitations be sent out very soon. Using Committee note 
paper, the invitations can be printed on the copier at her office. Mrs. Dickinson, Mrs. Fournier, Mrs. Knipfing, Mrs. Trost, 
and possibly Ms. Rippa will staff the reception committee. Mrs. Burry emphasized that the Reception is to celebrate those 
who care enough about history to have offered their homes for previous House Tours, and to recruit others for future Tours. 
Mrs. Dickinson stated that she will bring a sign-up to the next meeting, so that each Committee member can offer to bring a 
food item. 

 
5. Mrs. Burry reported that she called the Cedar Drive School for a date for the historic re-enactor. The school now has a 

committee of 5 people who will call back with a date. 
 
6. Mrs. Burry announced that the House Tour will be held on Saturday, October 4. Mrs. Dickinson will show her historic home 

again this year. Mrs. Burry will try to get one newer home whose style and architecture assure that it will some day be an 
historic home. The Tour will be included on the County’s 325th anniversary calendar. She requested that Mrs. Davis, Mrs. 
Dickinson, Mrs. Engel and Mrs. Morello work together to organize the event. 

 
7. Monmouth County Archives and History Day will be held on Saturday, October 11, at the Monmouth County Library 

Headquarters in Manalapan. 
 
8. Mrs. Burry reported that the Township tree lighting and brass band concert will be held on December 7, and so the 

Williamburg Christmas date will be Sunday, December 14, to avoid conflict. Mrs. Knipfing offered to make arrangements 
with Maggie Tripold for the Jubilation Choir and the Bell Choir to perform. Mr. Schatzle remarked that the Court House is 
very crowded for this event. Mrs. Burry remarked that the acoustics at the Library are terrible, and the Bucks Mill Park 
building is too cold and impersonal. Mrs. Dickinson suggested moving wreath-decorating and crafts to Township Hall and 
simulcasting the music program held at the Courthouse. 

 
9. Mrs. Burry remarked that the Committee might again consider having historic markers made this year, as there are a few 

homes that deserve markers, such as Mrs. Dickinson’s Ryall House, and the Sgroi’s Wide Horizons, the oldest house in the 
Township. Mrs. Burry spoke with Ed Thompson, who is waiting for the gas lines to be marked out so that location can be 
determined for plaques that are awaiting installation. 

 
10. Mrs. Burry announced that the Monmouth County Historical Commission has given the Committee a grant for continued 

restoration of the Montrose School. She met with contractor Frank Baron, who demonstrated significant dry rot of the siding. 
He explained it is being caused by moisture retention. An automatic dehumidifier would solve the problem. Mr. Schatzle 
reported that a resident has an old school desk that she would like to donate. 

 
11. Mrs. Elaine Mann visited the meeting to comment that she was shocked at the cost of restoration of Montrose School. Mrs. 

Burry explained to her that the entire project is funded by money raised by the Committee through the House Tour and 
Williamsburg Christmas, by grant money, and by the 2.5% municipal tax dedicated to Historic Preservation, Farmland and 
Open Space Preservation, and Recreation. The tax was voted for by Township taxpayers. 

 
12. On a motion by Mr. Cerullo and seconded by Mrs. Davis, the meeting was adjourned at 6:42 PM. The next meeting will 

be on Tuesday, April 1, 2008, at 5:30 PM at Township Hall. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ellen Terry  
Secretary 


