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TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING

FEBRUARY 25, 2004

The meeting of the Colts Neck Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Burry,
followed by a salute to the flag. The following statement was read by Township Clerk Bowden.  “The
notice of the requirements of the New Jersey Public Meetings Law has been satisfied by forwarding a
“News Release” to the Asbury Park Press on December 17, 2003 stating that a meeting of the Colts
Neck Township Committee would be held on February 25, 2004 at 7:30 p.m., Colts Neck Town Hall,
124 Cedar Drive, Colts Neck.  The notice requirements have been posted on the Township Bulletin
Board and a copy is on file in the office of the Township Clerk”.

Roll call by Mr. Bowden indicated the following:

Present: Deputy Mayor Forester, Committeemembers, Florek, Hennessy
Stuart, and Mayor Burry

Also Present: Robert Bowden, Tom Bace, Esq., and Aime Sweeney

Absent: John O. Bennett III, Esq.

1. RESOLUTION 2004-42: INTRODUCTION OF 2004 MUNICIPAL BUDGET – was read in
full by Mayor Burry. Mayor Burry said that she is very angry at the proposed State Budget.
Mayor Burry read a prepared statement.1 Mayor Burry advised the original proposed Budget
indicated a possible tax increase for municipal purposes of some 4.35 cents. However, due to
the hard work and difficult decisions of the township Committee, the Budget as introduced this
evening will only result in a slight increase of 1.85 cents. The minimal tax increase was
achieved by the use of additional surplus funds, the reduction or elimination of many capital
projects, and the thorough scrutiny of each departmental budget. Mr. Forester said it is
important to note that a penny on the tax rate equals $133,598.00 to the tax rate, and adds only
$52,603.00 was added to tax revenue for municipal purposes from new ratables last year. With
no further comments, Mayor Burry set the public hearing for March 31, 2004. Mr. Forester
made a motion to introduce this Resolution, seconded by Mr. Florek and unanimously carried.
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2. RESOLUTION 2004-43: SELF EXAMINATION OF THE 2004 MUNICIPAL BUDGET was
read by Mayor Burry. Mr. Bowden explained that the Township of Colts Neck has been
declared eligible to participate in the program by the Division of Local Government Services,
and the Chief Financial Officer has determined that the Township of Colts neck meets the
necessary conditions for the 2004 budget year. Mr. Bowden advised a self examination can be
done every two years. Mayor Burry asked if this would indicate that the Township is
financially sound. Mr. Bowden said yes it is. With no further comments, Mr. Stuart made a
motion to approve this Resolution, seconded by Mr. Hennessy and unanimously carried.

                                                  
1 Mayor Burry’s prepared statement attached.
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3. MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES FOR DECEMBER 30, 2003, JANUARY 2, 2004,
JANUARY 14, 2004, AND JANUARY 28, 2004 – With no comments made Mr. Forester
made a motion to approve all aforementioned minutes, seconded by Mr. Hennessy and
unanimously carried by voice vote.
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4. ORDINANCE 2004-4: AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 168, ENTITLED
“PEDDLERS, CANVASSERS AND SOLICITORS”, OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK was read by Mayor Burry by title on second reading. Mayor
Burry advised this Ordinance is the result of a Supreme Court decision. Mayor Burry opened
the public hearing. With no comments made, Mayor Burry closed the public hearing. Mr.
Forester made a motion to adopt this Ordinance, seconded by Mr. Hennessy and unanimously
carried.
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5. ORDINANCE 2004-5: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK IN THE
COUNTY OF MONMOUTH AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING AND
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 102 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF COLTS
NECK ENTITLED “DEVELOPMENT REGUALTIONS” AND MORE PARTICULARLY
ARTICLE VII, SUBSECTION 73 “SIGHT TRIANGLES, FENCES AND WALLS” was read
by Mayor Burry by title on second reading. Mayor Burry said this Ordinance came about as a
result of a need in town. Mayor Burry introduced Mr. Tim Anfuso, Township Planner. Mr.
Anfuso said this Ordinance modifies the Township’s position on entrance gates in the existing
Ordinance. It sets two separate standards. Mr. Bowden advised the Planning Board has
reviewed and passed a consistency report on this amended Ordinance. With no further
comments, Mayor Burry opened the public hearing. Mr. Vince Domidion said this Ordinance is
very timely and supports it. Mr. Daniel Krazankis, Montrose Road, thanked the Township
Committee for this Ordinance and said he too lends his support of it. With no further
comments, Mr. Hennessy made a motion to adopt this Ordinance, seconded by Mr. Florek and
unanimously carried.
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6. RESOLUTION 2004-43: AUTHORIZING AWARD OF BID – PAVING AND
RECONSTRUCTION OF CLOVER HILL ROAD was read by Mayor Burry in full. Mr.
Bowden said the Township will receive $150,000.00 in State grant funds to help offset the cost.
Mr. Bowden said we did receive and excellent bid for this. Earle Asphalt, Farmingdale, NJ was
the lowest apparent bidder ($268,713.13). With no further comments made, Mr. Florek made a
motion to approve this Resolution, seconded by Mr. Stuart and unanimously carried.

COLTS NECK TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

RECORD OF VOTE MAYOR
BURRY

DEPUTY
MAYOR

FORESTER
FLOREK HENNESSY STUART

Motion To Approve X
Motion Seconded X

Approve X X X X X
Opposed

Not Voting/Recuse
Absent/Excused

7. RESOLUTION 2004-44: AUTHORIZING AWARD OF INFORMAL BID – PAVEMENT
TESTING OF CEDAR DRIVE was read by Mayor Burry. Mr. Bowden explained what the
pavement testing is. Mr. Bowden said we will also receive $150,000.00 State grant funds to
help offset the cost of this project. With no further comments, Mr. Forester made a motion to
approve this Resolution, seconded by Mr. Florek and unanimously carried.
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8. RESOLUTION 2004-45: APPROVING FORMAL TRANSFER OF FUNDS – 2003
MUNCIPAL BUDGET was read by Mayor Burry. With no comments made, Mr. Florek made
a motion to approve this Resolution, seconded by Mr. Forester and unanimously carried.
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9. MOTION TO ADOPT A CONSENT AGENDA was read by Mayor Burry for the following
Resolutions:

Resolution 2004-46: Authorizing Tax Overpayment – 2004

Resolution 2004-47: Accepting Special performance Guarantee – Road Opening Permit; Block
29.06, Lot 7 (Gulli)

With no comments made, Mr. Hennessy made a motion to approve the aforementioned consent
resolutions, seconded by Mr. Florek and unanimously carried.
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10. DISCUSSION: 2003 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT ANNUAL REPORT – Mayor Burry
introduced Mr. Tim Anfuso, Township Planner. Mr. Anfuso said the Zoning Board of
Adjustment has three recommendations for the Township Committee to consider:

1. Indoor riding arenas: The Board believes farms are entitled to construct barns, however,
large barns require larger lots and larger setbacks to avoid the appearance of
overbuilding the lot. One possible solution to this problem is to utilize a principal
similar to the 90’ Rule. This would require that the front, each side and rear yard
setbacks be increased based on the size of the building.

2. Orchard Lane be rezoned from AG Agriculture to A-1 Agricultural/Residential. The
Zoning Board recommends that the zoning in this development be returned to A-1 to
conform with the existing pattern of development.

3. Accessory pool cabanas: The Zoning Board has identified a recent trend in constructing
large accessory pool cabanas on residential properties. The Zoning Board recommends
the Township Committee review its policies regarding pool cabanas and maybe reduce
the overall size or number of stories to encourage smaller structures that are actually
used as a cabana. This may eliminate the temptation of transforming these cabanas into
accessory dwellings at a later date.

After brief discussion, the Township Committee thanked Mr. Anfuso and said the will take
these recommendations into consideration.

11. DISCUSSION: FARM FENCING AND FARM LABOR HOUSING – Mr. Anfuso reported
the Long Range Planning Committee had recommended that the Township Ordinances
governing farm fencing and farm labor housing be revised.  The current Ordinance limits farm
fencing to a maximum height of six feet.  To assist in deer management, the Long Range
Planning Committee believes that the height should be increased to eight feet for open wire
fencing that is setback at least twenty-five feet from a street line.

Farm labor housing for full time employees of the farm is currently permitted in the A-1 and
AG Zones.  The size of the unit is set at maximum gross floor area of 900 s.f. and the total
household income must comply with the income limits established by the Council on
Affordable Housing.  The number of farm labor housing units allowed is based on one unit per
20 acres or one unit per eight horse stalls with a maximum of five units on farms less then 100
acres and a maximum of seven units on farms greater than 100 acres.

The Long Range Planning Committee believes that the size of the farm labor housing be
increase to 1,200 s.f. and the COAH income eligibility requirement be eliminated.  In addition,
the number of units allowed should be calculated on a per acres basis only, with a maximum of
three units per farm.

Mr. Stuart asked if an eight foot fence is enough to keep deer out? Mr. Anfuso said it’s a good
question. There was a case in Howell Township where and eight foot fence was not sufficient
they had up to a twelve foot fence. Mr. Stuart said he is also concerned about the 25 foot set
back that it may be too much.

Mr. Bowden asked what the reason to go from 900 s.f. to 1200 s.f.? Mr. Anfuso said to give
more usable space to farm helpers and their families.
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Mr. Stuart asked if we may run into acreage size restrictions? Mr. Anfuso said we may. Mr.
Hennessy asked if it wouldn’t behoove us to promote COAH eligibility? Mr. Florek asked if we
should put in a clause stating a permit for the fence is required? Mr. Anfuso said no, not for
farms, permits for fencing are only required in residential areas.

After a brief discussion, the Township Committee agreed to make the fencing ten foot. Mr.
Stuart said he would like to look more into the 25 foot set-back. Mr. Anfuso said he will have
Mr. Bennett’s office draft an Ordinance.

The Township Committee thanked Mr. Anfuso for his excellent reports this evening.

12. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT: Mr. Bowden said he has no report this evening.

13.       MOTION TO APPROVE VOUCHERS was made by Mr. Forester for all vouchers totaling
            $400, 535.59, plus $37,632.00 for a dump truck, and $78,858.15 for Five Point Park project,
            seconded by Mr. Stuart and unanimously carried.

COLTS NECK TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

RECORD OF VOTE MAYOR
BURRY

DEPUTY
MAYOR

FORESTER
FLOREK HENNESSY STUART

Motion To Approve X
Motion Seconded X

Approve X X X X X
Opposed

Not Voting/Recuse
Absent/Excused

14. TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Mayor Burry reported that she attended the 15th annual award presentation for the Monmouth
County Historic Association and came away with a check for the preservation of the Montrose
Road School.

Mayor Burry said she received today from Mr. Domidion a request for the Township to petition
the State to protect our watershed.  Mr. Domidion advised that it is best to have the formality of
a Resolution in place. Mayor Burry asked if this will assist us in the future. Mr. Domidion said
it could. Mr. Stuart asked if anyone has studied this? Mr. Domidion said yes. There is a 300
foot buffer, but we need to increase that. After brief discussion the Township Committee said
they would consider placing said Resolution on a future agenda.

Mayor Burry reported that the Township is to appear on April 22, 2004 before Judge Reisner
regarding the Westminster Settlement.

Mayor Burry said last Friday she attended a presentation for Dr. Patrick McCabe at the Cedar
Drive School in which she presented him with the Aspire Award.

Mr. Hennessy said he has no report this evening.

Mr. Florek reported the Fire Department had a very successful fund drive and Community
Bank has been very helpful with these events. The new fire tanker is still in progress. Mr.
Florek also reported the Fire Department was questioning mutual aid in sending vehicles out of
their jurisdiction. Mr. Bowden said that over the years he has seen mutual aid contracts but
doesn’t recall seeing one for this purpose. Mr. Bowden said he will look into it.
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Mr. Stuart reported that he, Mr. Forester and Mayor Burry all met with Senator Karcher
recently. There was a “Christmas Tree List” of wish requests. The meeting evolved into so
many other issues however, the common interest was burdensome property taxes. Senator
Karcher did make it clear that there is no money in the D.O.T. budget.

Mr. Forester reported that the Business Advisory Committee is working on the conclusion of
their mission statement. They are also working with Brookdale on the Business District study.

15. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Mr. Vince Domidion said he feels we should focus ore control on lot area ratios and we should
maximize flexibility.

Mr. George Fessler suggested the Township Committee be aware of well and septic conditions
with new construction.

Mrs. Laura Kolnowski said she knows of several people who use their pool cabana as a
secondary home and guest house. Mr. Bowden said our Code Enforcement Officer would like
to be made aware of that.

Mr. Tom Orgo said he doesn’t agree with making farm accessory structures bigger is the
answer. Mr. Orgo said he also feels a 25 foot setback may pose a problem for neighbors. Mayor
Burry said she believes the 25 foot setback to be frontage only and not go all the way around
the lot.

Mrs. Judy Laufer said the Senior Citizen Club had a recent luncheon in which 160 were in
attendance. Mayor Burry was in attendance.

16. RESOLUTION 2004-48: EXECUTIVE SESSION was read by Mayor Burry. With no further
comments, Mr. Stuart made a motion to adjourn at 9:00 p.m. and go into Executive Session,
seconded by Mr. Hennessy and unanimously carried.
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___________________________
Robert Bowden,
Township Administrator

RB/as


