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TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK  
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING  

MARCH 28, 2007 
7:30 P.M. AT TOWN HALL 

 
The meeting of the Colts Neck Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by 
Mayor Stuart followed by a salute to the flag. The following statement was read by 
Township Administrator/Clerk, Robert Bowden:  “The notice requirements of the New 
Jersey Public Meetings Law have been satisfied by forwarding a “News Release” to the 
Asbury Park Press on December 13, 2006 stating that the meeting of the Colts Neck 
Township Committee would be held on March 28, 2007 at 7:30 p.m., Colts Neck Town 
Hall, 124 Cedar Drive, Colts Neck.  The notice requirements have been posted on the 
Township Bulletin Board and a copy is on file in the office of the Township Clerk.”  
 
Roll call by Mr. Bowden indicated the following:  
 
Present:  Mayor Stuart, Deputy Mayor Hennessy, Committeemembers Forester, and 

Schatzle 
 
Also Present: Robert Bowden; Thomas Bace, Esq., and Beth Kara  
 
Absent: Committeemember Florek 
 
 

1. MAYOR’S PROCLAMATION:  Mayor Stuart proclaimed April 2007 as “We 
Don’t Serve Teens” month within the Township.  Mayor Stuart spoke of the 
Beer Keg Registration Ordinances being considered by Middletown and 
Belmar, and another ordinance that authorizes the Police to enter private 
property.  Mayor Stuart then asked Mr. Schatzle for comments as Liaison to the 
Alliance.  Mr. Schatzle reported Anita and Emory Dedalis and John Grabowsky 
would be visiting all establishments selling alcohol within Colts Neck and 
having the sign “We Don’t Serve Teens” prominently posted in each location.  
Mr. Schatzle stated the adoption of a Beer Keg Registration Ordinance within 
Colts Neck would be studied.  Mr. Schatzle noted the HBO series on addiction 
was one of the best he has seen, and a copy is being purchased by the Alliance 
for circulation at the Library. 

 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MARCH 14, 2007:  Mr. Schatzle made a 
made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Hennessy and unanimously carried 
by all present. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek     X  
     Schatzle M X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab - Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 
3. INTRODUCTION OF THE 2007 MUNICIPAL BUDGET:  Mayor Stuart 

reported the total 2007 Municipal Budget is $10,615,595, inclusive of $353,750 
in the Dedicated Open Space Fund.  The 2007 budget is $447,978 above last 
year’s budget.  The Municipal Purposes Tax will increase from 29.5 cents per 
$100 of assessed valuation to 30.5 cents, an increase of 1 cent or 3.4%.  The 
Dedicated Open Space Tax will remain at 2.5 cents, and $4,313,861 will be 
raised by taxation to support the budget.  Mayor Stuart commented Pensions are 
one of the largest mandatory increases to the Budget.  
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4. RESOLUTION 2007-53:  APPROVING INTRODUCTION OF 2007 

MUNICIPAL BUDGET was read by title by Mayor Stuart.  The 2007 Budget 
includes General Appropriation of $10,261,845.27, Dedicated Tax of $353,750, 
for a total of $10,615.595.27.  In support of this budget, $4,313,861.47 will be 
raised by taxes.  Mr. Forester made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. 
Hennessy and unanimously carried by all present.  Mayor Stuart set the date for 
public hearing April 25, 2007. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester M X     
     Florek     X  
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

5. RESOLUTION 2007-54:  SELF-EXAMINATION OF 2007 MUNICIPAL 
BUDGET was read by title by Mayor Stuart.  Mr. Bowden stated that State law 
allows that this year the Township’s Chief Financial Officer can perform the 
annual budget examination normally conducted by the Director, Division of 
Local Government Services.  The CFO has certified that the budget meets 
requirements pursuant to law.  Mr. Schatzle made a motion to approve, 
seconded by Mr. Forester and unanimously carried by all present. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy  X     
     Forester S X     
     Florek     X  
     Schatzle M X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

6. RESOLUTION 2007-55:  RESOLUTION SUPPORTING RENEWAL OF 
THE GARDEN STATE PRESERVATION TRUST was read by title by Mayor 
Stuart.  Mayor Stuart stated the State Trust Fund is running out of money.  This 
resolution supports renewing and strengthening the Fund by providing $225 
million a year for acquisition and $100 million a year for capital projects, which 
could be provided by bonding an annual dedicated stream of approximately 
$150 million.  This resolution also supports the dedication of $56 million 
annually to establish a stable source of funding for operation, maintenance and 
stewardship for parks, recreation and natural areas.  Mr. Schatzle stated he 
heartedly endorses this resolution.  Mr. Hennessy made a motion to approve, 
seconded by Mr. Forester and unanimously carried by all present. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester S X     
     Florek     X  
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

7. RESOLUTIONS 2007-56 and 2007-57:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 
THE PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES OF BLOCK 48, LOT 22.01 
was read by title by Mayor Stuart.  Mayor Stuart advised this resolution and 
Resolution 2007-57 authorizes two appraisals to be performed on a land parcel 
deemed by the Farmland and Open Space Committee to have  PIG potential.  
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Mr. Schatzle stated Mr. Florek is absent this evening, and it is his wish to table 
both resolutions until Mr. Florek returns and has an opportunity to present his 
thoughts.  Mayor Stuart stated he objected to tabling the resolutions.  Mr. 
Hennessy stated he sees no reason to table the resolutions and wants to discuss 
the resolutions and come to conclusion this evening.  Mr. Forester stated he 
wants Mr. Florek to have the opportunity to express his thoughts.  With a split 
vote, the two ordinances were tabled for discussion at the next Township 
Committee Meeting. 

 
 

8. RESOLUTION 2007-58:  RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE 
APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT PUBLIC DEFENDER, MR. PAUL X. 
ESCANDON, ESQ., was read by title by Mayor Stuart.  Mr. Bowden advised 
Mr. Escandon is bi-lingual and his Spanish-speaking skills are required by the 
Township’s Municipal Court.  If approved, this resolution authorizes Mr. 
Bowden and Mayor Stuart to execute a professional contract with Mr. Escandon 
at a rate of $200 per case, not to exceed $17,500.  Mr. Schatzle made a motion 
to approve, seconded by Mr. Forester and unanimously carried by all present. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy  X     
     Forester S X     
     Florek     X  
     Schatzle M X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

9. RESOLUTION 2007-58A:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION 
OF TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION was read by title by Mayor Stuart.  
Mr. Bowden stated the Township receives an average of $9,500 in State rebates 
per year from the State Recycling Fund, which was established to encourage 
local source separation and recycling programs by municipalities.  This 
resolution endorses the submission of a recycling tonnage grant application and 
designates Mr. Bowden responsible to ensure the application is properly filed.  
There was a question regarding the calendar year covered by this resolution; it 
covers calendar year 2006, as stated.  Mr. Hennessy made a motion to approve, 
seconded by Mr. Schatzle and unanimously carried by all present. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek     X  
     Schatzle S X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

10. MOTION TO ADOPT A CONSENT AGENDA:  Mayor Stuart read the 
following consent agenda resolutions, by title: 

 
11. *RESOLUTION 2007-59:  AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX 

OVERPAYMENTS FOR 2007. 
 

12. RESOLUTION 2007-60:  APPROVING APPLICATION REFUND – 
TSARSIS, NO. 547 ($822.92). 

 
13. *RESOLUTION 2007-61:  APPROVING APPLICATION REFUND – KING, 

NO. 743 ($188.00). 
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14. *RESOLUTION 2007-62:  APPROVING RAFFLE APPLICATION NO. RA-
07-3, ON PREMISES 50/50 RAFFLE, MAY 17, 2007, APPLEGATE 
SCHOOL PTO. 

 
15. *RESOLUTION 2007-63:  APPROVING RAFFLE APPLICATION NO. RA-

07-4, ON PREMISES GIFT BASKETS RAFFLE, MAY 17, 2007, 
APPLEGATE SCHOOL PTO. 

 
16. *RESOLUTION 2007-64:  APPROVING RAFFLE APPLICATION NO. RA-

07-5, OFF-PREMISES 50/50 RAFFLE, MONMOUTH CONSERVATION 
FOUNDATION. 

 
17. *RESOLUTION 2007-65:  APPROVING RAFFLE APPLICATION NO. RA-

07-6, OFF-PREMISES 50/50 RAFFLE, COLTS NECK YOUTH FOOTBALL 
LEAGUE. 

 
With no comments from the governing body, Mr. Hennessy made a motion to 
approve, seconded by Mr. Schatzle and unanimously carried by all present. 
 

  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek     X  
     Schatzle S X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

18. PRESENTATION:  BLOCK 22.05, LOTS 2.01, 1.02 AND 1.01, 
MONTROSE ROAD.  Mr. A. J. Garito spoke on behalf of his client, Mr. Ray 
Neville.  Current approved plans show two homes with curving driveways 
sharing one driveway cut onto Montrose Road.  Mr. Neville wants to modify the 
plan, and Mr. Garito presented two design alternatives.  The first would provide 
each home with its own straight driveway with direct access to Montrose Road.  
This plan would create an additional driveway cut onto Montrose Road.  The 
second plan would provide a shared driveway cut onto Montrose Road, one 
home with a straight driveway and the second home with a modified curved 
driveway.  Discussion ensued during which Mr. Hennessy stated he is more 
concerned with the safety issue of adding another driveway cut onto Montrose 
Road.  Mr. Hennessy stated he prefers a winding driveway as opposed to a 
straight driveway, as it appears more estate like.  Mr. Schatzle agreed with Mr.  
Hennessy, but foresees difficulties between homeowners sharing a driveway 
cut.  Mr. Garito stated his client is agreeable to including $5,000 additional 
landscaping to soften the driveway appearance if the plan is approved.  Mayor 
Stuart commented shared driveways are troublesome.  Discussion continued and 
Messrs. Garito and Neville were asked to have the Planning Board review and 
approve the new design proposal.  If the Planning Board does not concur with 
either plan, the currently approved plan should be followed.  In addition, the 
Shade Tree Commission should review and approve the landscape plan.  Based 
on these reviews, Messrs. Garito and Neville should return to the Township 
Committee in a few weeks and advise of their progress. 

 
19. DISCUSSION:  2006 LOSAP CREDITS – FIRE COMPANIES NO. 1 AND 2.  

Mr. Bowden advised the LOSAP for both Fire Companies are in the due 
diligence phase.  Both Companies submitted extensive back-up on each 
member’s activity for 2006.  If the Governing Body is satisfied with the 
materials presented, a resolution will be prepared for the next Township 
Committee meeting.  After passage, the materials presented will be posted in 
Town Hall and the Fire Companies for 30 days.  Mr. Schatzle commented about 
the tremendous effort taken by both Fire Companies in compiling this detailed 
information.  By voice vote, all Committee members present agreed to go 
forward.  Mr. Bowden stated the Township Committee would see a resolution at 
the next meeting.  In addition, the First Aid Squad will be presenting their 
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members’ 2006 activity in the next few weeks.  Mr. Schatzle stated he is 
reviewing the entire reporting process and will be making recommendations 
how best to uniformly capture the information by all units. 

 
 
20. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:  Mr. Bowden had nothing further to add to 

his report. 
 
 

21. MOTION TO APPROVE VOUCHERS.  Mr. Forester reviewed and signed 
the vouchers.  In addition to the following, one voucher totaling $20,895 for 
Slope Brook Farm in dealing with the latest snow/ice storm, and one voucher 
totaling $23,355.07 for Juliano Farms for leaf disposal were presented.  Mr. 
Forester stated all vouchers were in order, which are as follows: 

 
Animal Control $260.94 
Construction Trust $8,606.30 
Current Fund $360,829.49 
Escrow $104,072.33 
Farmland Preservation Trust $380.00 
Trust Fund $7,828.40 
Sub-total $481,977.46 
Slope Brook Farm $20,895.00 
Juliano Farms $23,355.07 
TOTAL APPROVED: 526,227.53 
 
Mr. Forester made a motion to approve all vouchers, seconded by Mr. Hennessy 
and unanimously carried by all present. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester M X     
     Florek     X  
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

22. TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

Mr. Schatzle reported the First Aid Squad will be providing their 2006 LOSAP 
statistics to the Township Committee within several meetings. 
 
Mr. Schatzle reported the Board of Health is reviewing the possibility of shared 
services for 2008.  Mr. Schatzle will keep the Governing Body apprised of this 
review. 
 
Mr. Schatzle reported the Historic Preservation Committee reviewed the Smith 
house and determined it does not have historical impact. 
 
Mr. Hennessy reported the Colts Neck Fair Committee plans to attend the April 
11th Township Committee meeting to distribute the proceeds of a very 
successful 2006 Fair to local organizations.   
 
Mr. Forester had nothing to report this evening. 
 
Mayor Stuart reported he attended a meeting with Senator Karcher, Dr. 
Fitzpatrick, Ms. Donna Galinski and Mr. Bowden to discuss the Bills in the 
Senate and Assembly regarding non-Navy Earle school children attending 
schools at locations in which they reside.  While Tinton Falls continues to 
educationally support these children, if these bills were passed, it would greatly 
impact the Colts Neck education system.  Mayor Stuart advised Senator Karcher 
of the history of this situation, and Colts Neck’s position was discussed.  She 
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will be meeting with Assemblyman Panter, who is moving the Assembly bill 
quickly.  Senator Karcher stated the Senate bill is stalled in Committee.  Mayor 
Stuart stated in the unlikely event that Earle ceases to be a Naval base, the 
situation may change; however, the current legislation does not reflect this and 
students will continue to attend Tinton Falls schools.   
 
Mr. Hennessy acknowledged the passing of Mr. Mike Campanegro, who served 
as Mayor and on the Township Committee for ten years.  Mr. Hennessy stated 
Mr. Campenegro was a fine person, and the community has lost a fine 
gentleman and wonderful asset to Colts Neck. 
 

23. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 
 

With no further comments, Mayor Stuart opened the meeting for public 
comment. 
 
Ms. Judy Laufer, a resident and President of Colts Neck Senior Citizens, noted 
the passing of two members of the Senior Citizens organization last month. 
 
Ms. Elaine Mann, a resident, reflected on the recent afternoon accident on Crine 
Road and asked for increased police presence on the streets.  Mayor Stuart 
stated more police officers lead to an increased budget.  Mr. Schatzle stated he 
and Mr. Florek are developing an action plan that will be brought to the 
Township Committee.  Ms. Mann reported drag racing occurring at 11:30 p.m. 
on Route 34.  Ms. Mann suggested using cameras to eliminate a lot of problems, 
and she stated Monmouth County may be using cameras soon. 
 
Ms. Diana Piotrowski, a resident, stated enforcement is more of an answer.  She 
suggested having a public relations campaign indicating Colts Neck has zero 
tolerance for speeding and then backing it up.  Mayor Stuart stated there is no 
more pleading the ticket down. 
 
Mr. Vince Domidion, a resident, commented the driver’s license should not be 
taken away initially.  He suggested the car should be taken away, the offender 
fined, then the license.  He stated one’s actions are what you pay for. 
 
Mr. Domidion spoke of the school budget funding cameras for the bus yard.  He 
suggested the Board speak with the Township to coordinate efforts.  New roofs 
are also in the school budget.  Mr. Domidion suggests designating the Conover 
Road buildings as an emergency center, using solar panels on the Conover Road 
school and Fire House buildings to generate electricity and operate wells to 
provide a high yield water supply.  Solar panels are now roofs, and Mr. 
Domidion suggested this may be a legitimate approach to replacing the roofs 
through Emergency Management or Homeland Security grants.  With the 
consent of the Governing Body, Mr. Domidion will raise issue this with the 
Township’s Emergency Management Committee. 
 
Mr. John Grabowsky, a resident, suggested a two-hour course for parents and a 
one-hour course for students prior to granting a parking permit to students at the 
high school. 
 
Ms. Anita Dedalis, a resident and co-chair of the Alliance for Drug and Alcohol 
Prevention, suggested a copy of any ticket given to a high school student be sent 
to the high school principal.   
 
With no further comments, Mayor Stuart closed the meeting to public comment. 
 
 

13. RESOLUTION 2007-66:  EXECUTIVE SESSION was read by Mayor Stuart 
at 8:50 p.m. With no further comments, Mr. Forester made a motion to adjourn 
and go into Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Schatzle and unanimously 
carried by all present.  
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  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy  X     
     Forester M X     
     Florek     X  
     Schatzle S X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

Motion to adjourn Closed Session by Mr. Hennessy, seconded by Mr. Schatzle and 
unanimously carried by voice vote and reconvene in public session. 
 

  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek     X  
     Schatzle S X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

Motion by Mr. Hennessy, seconded by Mr. Forester to reconvene in public session 
and adjourn meeting with a unanimous voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 

 
 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester S X     
     Florek     X  
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Robert Bowden, Township Administrator/Clerk  
 
RB:bk 
 


