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TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK  
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING  

APRIL 11, 2007 
7:30 P.M. AT TOWN HALL 

 
The meeting of the Colts Neck Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by 
Mayor Stuart followed by a salute to the flag. The following statement was read by 
Township Administrator/Clerk, Robert Bowden:  “The notice requirements of the New 
Jersey Public Meetings Law have been satisfied by forwarding a “News Release” to the 
Asbury Park Press on December 13, 2006 stating that the meeting of the Colts Neck 
Township Committee would be held on April 11, 2007 at 7:30 p.m., Colts Neck Town 
Hall, 124 Cedar Drive, Colts Neck.  The notice requirements have been posted on the 
Township Bulletin Board and a copy is on file in the office of the Township Clerk.”  
 
Roll call by Mr. Bowden indicated the following:  
 
Present:  Mayor Stuart, Deputy Mayor Hennessy, Committeemembers Forester, 

Florek and Schatzle 
 
Also Present: Robert Bowden; John O. Bennett, III, Esq., and Beth Kara  
 
Absent: None 
 
 

1. PRESENTATION:  COLTS NECK FAIR AWARDS.  Mr. Hennessy 
commented the contributions of its volunteers make this non-profit group very 
successful throughout the years, and he then introduced members of the 2006 
Colts Neck Fair Committee.  This year, the Fair Committee presented monetary 
awards to the following Colts Neck community groups:  Girl Scouts, Alliance 
for Drug and Alcohol Abuse, Lions Club, PTO, Reformed Church, Senior 
Citizens, Fire Companies 1 and 2, First Aid Squad, Sports Foundation, 
Women’s Club, St. Mary’s Men’s Guild, Farmland Preservation, and 180 
Turning Lives Around.  Mr. Hennessy commended all Fair volunteers and noted 
Larry Duffy, this year’s co-chair devoted one solid week prior to the opening to 
organize the 2006 Fair.  Mr. Hennessy stated the Fair Committee is having a 
membership drive.  For those interested in participating, the next meeting will 
be held May 7th.  Mayor Stuart thanked the Fair Committee on behalf of the 
Township.  Photographs were taken and all present applauded. 

 
 

2. PRESENTATION:  LOCAL BOARD OF EDUCATION BUDGET.  Dr. 
Richard Fitzpatrick, Superintendent, and Ms. Donna Galinski, Board President, 
addressed the Governing Body and all attendees.  Ms. Galinski thanked the 
Township Committee for the opportunity to present the school budget.  She 
stated the greatest responsibility of the community is the education of our 
children.  While not all children attend Colts Neck public schools, the property 
values do relate to the quality of the community’s schools.  While all New 
Jersey residents are feeling the effects of property taxes, the increase requested 
for this year’s budget is small.  Ms. Galinski stated the zero-based budget 
method was used, and each line item was analyzed, as was class sizes and staff 
was moved between schools.  Ms. Galinski noted $42,000 was received in State 
Aid, and the schools have been flat funded in years past.  Dr. Fitzpatrick stated 
over $800,000 in reserve was included in the 2007-08 budget request.  Dr. 
Fitzpatrick discussed the addition of full-day Kindergarten, a cost borne by the 
participating families for the additional hours.  Dr. Fitzpatrick stated the full-day 
program is self-supporting and will provide quality instruction to the 76 children 
planning to participate.  Dr. Fitzpatrick indicated the budget increase would be 
approximately slightly less than 3%, which, for a home valued at $1 million, 
would result in a $293 tax increase.  At the conclusion of Dr. Fitzpatrick’s 
power point presentation, Mayor Stuart thanked the Board for a wonderful 
presentation.  Mayor Stuart stated a lot of work goes into the budget process, 
and he urged all residents to get out and vote.  Dr. Fitzpatrick then gave his cell 
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phone number to all meeting attendees.  Mayor Stuart called a five minute 
recess at 8:05 p.m. 

 
The meeting reconvened at 8:10 p.m. 
 

3. RESOLUTION 2007-56:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 
PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES OF BLOCK 48, LOT 22.01 was 
read by title by Mayor Stuart.  Mayor Stuart advised this resolution and 
Resolution 2007-57 authorizes two appraisals to be performed on a land parcel 
deemed by the Farmland and Open Space Committee to have PIG potential.  
Mr. Florek stated his concerns about the size of the property (17 acres) and its 
zoning (10-acre) and the limited preservation funds.  Mr. Florek stated 
properties in the pipeline being considered for preservation should be 
prioritized, as there is significant preservation debt already and the Township 
must be more selective with the use of their limited funds.  Mayor Stuart stated 
this property would fall under the PIG Program, which is not about saving lots, 
but saving farms.  The Township Planner has determined this property does 
have development potential, and it is located near other preserved parks and 
farms in the scenic Route 537 corridor.  Mayor Stuart noted even though it is 
not agricultural, this farm is recognized by the State of New Jersey and is 
protected as such.  Mr. Hennessy stated this farm is sponsored for the PIG 
program by the Farmland and Open Space Committee, is County approved and 
is State recommended and approved.  Mr. Hennessy stated it is larger than some 
already purchased, and he noted the Medland Farm is smaller in size and 
located within a residential community.  Mr. Hennessy stated this protects the 
scenic corridor and the Township pays a fraction of the cost, i.e., 15-18%.  Mr. 
Schatzle stated he agrees with Mr. Florek and wants to forego this expense.  He 
stated the preservation money is not endless.  Mayor Stuart then recognized the 
Chair of the Farmland and Open Space Committee, Ms. Carol Barnett, who 
stated authorizing the appraisals is the next step after the initial Committee 
review and is unanimously supported by the Farmland Committee.  She has 
spoken with the Township Planner, and Mr. Anfuso agrees it meets State 
criteria.  Ms. Barnett stated we need to be consistent with what we do in Town.  
Ms. Barnett also said the State will introduce new procedures whereby if the 
allocation is not used, it will be lost.  There are currently applications in the 
pipeline; however, property owners involved do not want to proceed and no one 
wants to sign up.  Mr. Orgo, a Farmland Committee member stated the 
Township Committee should put its trust in the Farmland Committee.  Three 
properties have been certified, but all property owners have rejected the dollar 
offers made by the Township.  Mr. Orgo stated all that is being asked at this 
point is funding for the appraisals.  After continued discussion, Mr. Hennessy 
made a motion to approve this resolution, which authorizes Martin Appraisal 
Associates, Inc. to perform an appraisal at a cost of $1,850.00, seconded by Mr. 
Forester, and carried by Messrs. Stuart, Hennessy and Forester; opposed by 
Messrs. Florek and Schatzle. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester S X     
     Florek   X    
     Schatzle   X    
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab - Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
4.  RESOLUTION 2007-57:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 

PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL SERVICES OF BLOCK 48, LOT 22.01 was 
read by title by Mayor Stuart.  This resolution authorizes Johnson Realty 
Services to perform an appraisal at a cost of $2,450.00.  Mr. Hennessy made a 
motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Forester, and carried by Messrs. Stuart, 
Hennessy and Forester; opposed by Messrs. Florek and Schatzle. 
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  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester S X     
     Florek   X    
     Schatzle   X    
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab - Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 
5. RESOLUTION 2007-67:  CONFIRMING AND CERTIFYING LENGTH OF 

SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM (LOSAP) CREDITS FOR 2006 FOR COLTS 
NECK FIRE COMPANY NO. 1 AND FIRE COMPANY NO. 2 was read by 
title by Mayor Stuart.  Mr. Florek noted the strong numbers show the dedication 
of the community’s emergency services.  Mr. Florek made a motion to approve, 
seconded by Mr. Hennessy and unanimously carried.  Mr. Bowden advised 
these lists will be posted for 30 days at Town Hall and in the Fire Houses, 
pursuant to law. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek M X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

6. RESOLUTION 2007-68:  APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1, CLOVER 
HILL LANE FINAL (PLUS $8,834.70) was read by title by Mayor Stuart.  
With no comments from the governing body, Mr. Hennessy made a motion to 
approve, seconded by Mr. Schatzle and unanimously carried by all. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek  X     
     Schatzle S X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

7. RESOLUTION 2007-70A:  AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF 
PERFORMANCE GUARANTEES AND ACCEPTANCE OF 
MAINTENANCE GUARANTEE FOR P.B. APPLICATION NO. 345 
(COUNTRY CLUB ESTATES, SECTION 1, 2, & 3) was read by title by 
Mayor Stuart.  Mr. Bowden advised this was approved by the Township 
Planner.  The Township Engineer stated all punch list items were completed and 
the landscape architect verified all plantings were done in the three sections.  
Maintenance guarantees would now be accepted and held for a two-year period 
for three sections.  Mr. Hennessy made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. 
Florek and unanimously carried. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek S X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  
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8. MOTION TO ADOPT A CONSENT AGENDA:  Mayor Stuart read the 
following consent agenda resolutions, by title: 

 
9. *RESOLUTION 2007-69:  ESTABLISHING A TAX FILE SHARING 

PROGRAM WITH CHARLES JONES TAX SEARCH DIVISION. 
 

10. RESOLUTION 2007-70:  AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE 
GUARANTEES AND ACCEPTANCE OF MAINTENANCE GUARANTEE 
FOR PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION NO. 539 (LUNVAN 
PROPERTIES, LLC). 

 
11. *RESOLUTION 2007-71:  APPROVING APPLICATION REFUND – KING, 

NO. 743 ($188.00). 
 

With no comments from the governing body, Mr. Hennessy made a motion to 
approve, seconded by Mr. Florek and unanimously carried. 
 

  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek S X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 
12. DISCUSSION:  POSSIBLE ORDINANCE – BEER KEG REGISTRATION.  

Mr. Schatzle stated the Buy Rite in Colts Neck sells over 100 kegs per year.  
Both the State Assembly (A3291) and the State Senate (S1341) have bills 
addressing this issue introduced.  Mr. Bennett commented that given two 
months left prior to summer recess, and the lame duck session, he does not think 
the legislation will pass prior to next year.  Mr. Stuart stated he wants to keep an 
eye on how the keg registration ordinance is working in Belmar.  Mr. Bennett 
suggested the Township Committee adopt a resolution supporting the State’s 
legislation.  Mr. Schatzle made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Florek 
and unanimously carried.  Mr. Bowden will write this resolution, No. 2007-
71A, and send it to the Governor, sponsors of the Bills, State legislative 
representatives serving Colts Neck, the New Jersey League of Municipalities, 
and the Colts Neck Police Chief.   

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy  X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek S X     
     Schatzle M X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 
13. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:  Mr. Bowden had nothing further to add to 

his report. 
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14. MOTION TO APPROVE VOUCHERS.  Mr. Forester reviewed and signed 

the vouchers.  Mr. Forester stated all vouchers were in order, which are as 
follows: 

 
Animal Control $313.74 
Capital Fund 400.00 
COAH $56.75 
Construction Trust $9,291.77 
Current Fund $594,690.94 
Grant Fund $3,907.99 
Trust Fund $9,092.38 
TOTAL APPROVED: $617,753.57 
 
Mr. Forester made a motion to approve all vouchers, seconded by Mr. Schatzle 
and unanimously carried. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy  X     
     Forester M X     
     Florek  X     
     Schatzle S X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

15. TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

Mr. Forester reported the Township Clean-up Days are scheduled for May 12 
and May 19, 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  He and Mr. Bowden met with staff from 
the County Health Department, and this year’s method of handling will reduce 
the chance for ground contamination.  Mr. Bowden commented the drop-off 
hours are shortened to give Public Works staff adequate time to process the 
disposal of materials. 
 
Mr. Forester stated Student Government Day is schedule for May 9, 2007. 
 
Mr. Forester stated the Senior Citizens attended a luncheon at which they were 
entertained by a violinist.  There are currently 287 members, and the Club lost 
two members this past month. 
 
Mr. Hennessy reported the Planning Board memorialized two applications that 
approve the Vacarro 1 and 2 applications, which will include a bank with a 
drive through window, retail and office space on the east side of Route 34 
across from Delicious Orchards. 
 
Mr. Hennessy reported he received the website statistics showing 150,000 visits 
to the Township website last year.  Mr. Hennessy stated Ms. Kara is working 
with Dr. John Vig and Mr. Jerry Ceres on the Township website. 
 
Mr. Hennessy reported the purple martin condos have been installed at Town 
Hall and Bucks Mill Park.  According to purple martin bird scout reports, the 
purple martins are in the area, and hopefully the new homes will attract these 
birds in one or both locations. 
 
Mr. Florek stated Colts Neck Sports Foundation Little League Opening Day is 
scheduled for this Saturday, April 14, 2007, at 10:00 a.m., Laird Road Park. 
 
Mr. Florek stated the Colts Neck Sports Foundation Tennis Program has 
received strong interest from the community.  The Sports Foundation is 
currently looking for additional instructors from the high school. 
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Mr. Florek spoke about the letters received from students concerned with global 
warming and alternative energy sources.  Mr. Bowden stated he and Mayor 
Stuart are planning to meet with two groups of students to discuss their 
concerns.  Mr. Florek stated within this community, there are no big power 
draws.  With their flat roofs, the schools are perfect for solar panel installations.  
Mr. Florek suggested placing anti-idling signs at the schools for the vehicles 
driven by parents waiting for their children.  The Committee was in agreement, 
and Mr. Bowden will look into this issue.   
 
Mr. Florek reported receiving a letter of thanks from the Colts Neck Postmaster 
regarding the quick response by the Township fire fighters at a recent fire at 
their facility.  The Postmaster praised the responders and was very pleased he 
was able to resume postal operations with minimal down-time. 
 
Mr. Florek was pleased to report Colts Neck was designated a 2006 Tree City 
USA, a designation held for the past 13 years.   
 
Mr. Florek spoke of a program for employers supporting National Guard Troops 
returning to the community from active service.  He will look into this and keep 
the Committee apprised. 
 
Mr. Schatzle reported the First Aid Squad is reviewing the LOSAP figures and 
will present this information to the Township Committee at the next meeting. 
 
Mr. Schatzle reported the Board of Health is reviewing the possibility of shared 
services for 2008.  Mr. Schatzle, Mayor Stuart, Mr. McBride, and Mr. Bowden 
met with local representatives from Middletown and are awaiting dollar figures 
to determine feasibility.  
 
Mayor Stuart reported the Shade Tree Commission developed a very good draft 
of a tree cutting ordinance, which will be presented to the Township Committee 
for consideration. 
 
Mayor Stuart reported the Shade Tree Commission is working on plans to re-
plant around the Town Hall building. 
 
Mayor Stuart reported the Farmland and Open Space Committee is reviewing 
the Township PIG map, removing those farms that will not be in the program 
and adding potential properties. 
 
Mayor Stuart reported on April 27, the NJ DOT is holding a meeting to discuss 
the three phases planned to improve the Routes 34 and 537 traffic problems.  He 
will keep the Committee apprised of developments. 
 
Mr. Schatzle thanked Ms. Michele Gladdon, reporter from the Asbury Park 
Press, on her article about the life of Mr. Mike Campanegro.   
 
 

16. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 
 

With no further comments, Mayor Stuart opened the meeting for public 
comment. 
 
Ms. Virginia Amend, a resident and editor of the Colts Neck Calendar, 
commented she spoke with the Principal of Colts Neck High School at the 
candlelight vigil regarding random drug testing of Colts Neck Students.  Ms. 
Amend stated she sat through the hearings in Middletown prior to their adopting 
an ordinance for the random testing of high school students participating in 
sports, clubs, and/or issued parking permits for school grounds.  Ms. Amend 
thinks this is something that should be pursued in Colts Neck.  Mayor Stuart 
stated he will contact Ms. Steffner, CNHS Principal, to see what the Township 
can do to support this issue. 
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Mr. Vince Domidion, a resident, commented on the PIG Program.  He stated 
that smaller farms are consumers of products sold by larger farms and as such, 
are an essential part of the farm market industry. 
 
Mr. Domidion then spoke of the Colts Neck School Budget, expressing his 
thoughts and offering assistance in determining areas for cuts in the event the 
budget is defeated. 
 
Mr. Domidion then spoke of the coyote attack in Middletown, and he warned all 
to be aware of the potential for coyotes in the area. 
 
Mr. Domidion voiced his approval of the position of the Township Committee 
on the beer keg registration ordinance, and spoke of his thoughts on random 
drug testing. 
 
Ms. Elaine Mann, a resident, commented that the Governing Body members are 
great proponents of the Master Plan.  She advocates building an extension on 
the Town Hall Building or building an annex to the Town Hall building, as was 
noted in the Master Plan, since water is still coming into the Building 
Department space in the lower floor of the building and has damaged the wood 
flooring.  Ms. Mann suggested forming a sub-committee to study this issue.  
Mayor Stuart stated he and Mr. Hennessy are a sub-committee studying this 
issue for the past eight years.  Construction costs would substantially increase 
the tax rate and that additional expense cannot be justified now based on current 
population and staffing.  Mayor Stuart stated the staff seem satisfied with the 
current office space.  When Ms. Mann suggested funding the project from the 
Building Department, Mayor Stuart stated the Building Department is not 
receiving the revenues they have in past years, and these funds will be drawn 
down in future years.  Mr. Bowden will show Ms. Mann the plans. 
 
Ms. Diana Piotrowski stated something has to be done with the building faults 
since mold will be an issue on the lower floor.  Mr. Bowden stated the drainage 
issues have been taken care of and the drains may need to be cleaned out.   
 
With no further comments, Mayor Stuart closed the meeting to public comment. 
 
 

13. RESOLUTION 2007-72:  EXECUTIVE SESSION was read by Mayor Stuart 
at 9:20 p.m. With no further comments, Mr. Florek made a motion to adjourn 
and go into Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Hennessy and unanimously 
carried.  

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek M X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

Motion to adjourn Closed Session by Mr.Hennessy, seconded by Schatzle and 
unanimously carried by voice vote and reconvene in public session. 
 

  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek  X     
     Schatzle S X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  
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Motion by Mr. Hennessy, seconded by Mr. Forester to reconvene in public session 
and adjourn meeting with a unanimous voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 

 
 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester S X     
     Florek  X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Robert Bowden, Township Administrator/Clerk  
 
RB:bk 


