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TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK  
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING  

APRIL 25, 2007 
7:30 P.M. AT TOWN HALL 

 
The meeting of the Colts Neck Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by 
Mayor Stuart followed by a salute to the flag.  
 
Mayor Stuart then asked for a moment of silence in memory of the students of Virginia 
Tech. 
 
The following statement was read by Township Administrator/Clerk, Robert Bowden:  
“The notice requirements of the New Jersey Public Meetings Law have been satisfied by 
forwarding a “News Release” to the Asbury Park Press on December 13, 2006 stating 
that the meeting of the Colts Neck Township Committee would be held on April 25, 2007 
at 7:30 p.m., Colts Neck Town Hall, 124 Cedar Drive, Colts Neck.  The notice 
requirements have been posted on the Township Bulletin Board and a copy is on file in 
the office of the Township Clerk.”  
 
Roll call by Mr. Bowden indicated the following:  
 
Present:  Mayor Stuart, Deputy Mayor Hennessy, Committeemembers Forester, 

Florek and Schatzle 

 
Also Present: Robert Bowden; Thomas Bace, Esq., and Beth Kara  
 
Absent: None 
 
 
 

1. RESOLUTION 2007-73:  APPOINTMENT CONFIRMING COLTS NECK 
PATROLMAN RONALD S. BREUER was read by title by Mayor Stuart.  Mr. 
Schatzle commented Patrolman Breuer was a student of his at the Police 
Academy, and he is very impressed with his abilities and enthusiasm for this 
position.  Mr. Schatzle made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Forester and 
unanimously carried. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy  X     
     Forester S X     
     Florek  X     
     Schatzle M X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab - Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

2. APPOINTMENT:  PATROLMAN RONALD S. BREUER.  Chief Sauter 
stated Mr. Breuer is filling a vacancy that occurred last year, and his hiring is 
not increasing staffing of the Force.  Chief Sauter stated Mr. Breuer graduated 
from the Monmouth County Police Academy, where he put himself through the 
alternate route program and is a fully certified Police Officer.  Prior to hire, Mr. 
Breuer worked for the Spring Lake Boro Police Department as a Special Officer 
and Dispatcher.  He started his law enforcement career as an Auxiliary Police 
Officer in the Middletown Police Department.  Chief Sauter stated Mr. Breuer 
has an A.S. Degree in Criminal Justice from Brookdale College and is currently 
working towards a B.A. Degree from Jersey City University.  Mr. Bowden 
administered the Oath of Office, and Mayor Stuart and Chief Sauter 
congratulated Patrolman Breuer on his appointment.  Patrolman Breuer received 
a round of applause and photographs were taken.  Mayor Stuart called a five-
minute recess. 
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The meeting reconvened at 7:40 p.m. 
 

3. MAYOR’S PROCLAMATION:  Mayor Stuart proclaimed the week of April 
29 through May 5, 2007 Municipal Clerks Week.  Mayor Stuart recognized the 
Municipal Clerk as a time honored and vital part of local government existing 
throughout the world and the Office of Municipal Clerk as the oldest among 
public servants.  He extended appreciation to the Municipal Clerk and Deputy 
Clerk of Colts Neck and all Municipal Clerks for the vital services performed 
and exemplary dedication to the communities they represent.  Mayor Stuart then 
presented Ms. Kara, Deputy Clerk and Secretary to the Governing Body, with a 
lovely floral arrangement on behalf of the Governing Body in celebration of 
Administrative Professionals Day.    

 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MARCH 28, 2007.  With no comments from 
the Committee, Mr. Forester made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. 
Hennessy, and approved by Messrs. Stuart, Hennessy, Forester and Schatzle; 
Mr. Florek abstained. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester M X     
     Florek    X   
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab - Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF APRIL 11, 2007.   With no comments from 

the Committee, Mr. Forester made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. 
Hennessy, and unanimously approved. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester M X     
     Florek  X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab - Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 
6. 2007 MUNICIPAL BUDGET:   Mayor Stuart read a prepared statement, 

which is appended to these minutes.  Mayor Stuart noted no additional 
employees were added, and the recent Asbury Park Press article was in error.  
With no comments from the Governing Body, Mayor Stuart introduced Mr. 
Antonides, Chief Financial Officer, and Mr. Allison, Township Auditor, who 
were present to answer questions and opened the meeting to public comment. 

 
Mr. Vince Domidion, a resident, spoke of the bond rating for the Township and 
commented this was a fiscally prudent budget.  Mr. Forester stated the bond 
rating was based on real estate values in the l990s and stated the Township 
might want to pursue reconsideration.  Discussion ensued and Mayor Stuart 
asked Mr. Allison to contact Moody’s. 
 
Mr. Ed Piotrowski, a resident, questioned the large increase in the Police 
Retirement System (PFRS) expense noted on page 44 of the 2007 Budget Book.   
Mr. Antonides explained in past years, contributions were not accepted and this 
is a catch-up contribution of past and current monies.  Mr. Antonides stated next 
year prior contributions will be fully funded and only current contributions will 
be due.   
 



 3 

Mr. Terry Denzer asked about the reserve for uncollected taxes.  Mr. Antonides 
responded the Township’s collection rate has been 99%.  The budget anticipates 
a 97.5% collection rate and there is a 1.5 percent reserve for uncollected taxes.  
Mr. Antonides reported the tax sale is scheduled for May 20th for those property 
owners with outstanding 2006 taxes.  The properties are a mix of commercial 
and residential.  The interest due to the Township for taxes owed after the ten-
day grace period is 8% on the first $1,500 and 18% on the balance over $1,500. 
 
Mr. Chris Lupia, a resident, stated the Township has always done an excellent 
job with the budget and property taxes. 
 
Mr. Chuck Cammarata, a resident, questioned the investing of the surplus.  Mr. 
Antonides advised the surplus is invested in several banks and is placed 
wherever the best interest rates are offered at the time.  Mr. Antonides advised 
monies are also held in the New Jersey Cash Management Fund. 
 
With no further comments from the public, Mayor Stuart closed the budget 
hearing. 
 

7. RESOLUTION 2007-74:  CONFIRMING ADOPTION OF 2007 
MUNICIPAL BUDGET was read by title by Mayor Stuart.  Mr. Forester made 
a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Hennessy and unanimously carried.   

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester M X     
     Florek  X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
Messrs. Antonides and Allison excused themselves from the meeting. 

 
8. ORDINANCE 2007-7:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 132, 

ENTITLED “GAMES OF CHANCE”, OF THE TOWNSHIP OF COLTS 
NECK, CONCERNING RAFFLE LICENSE FEES was read by title by Mayor 
Stuart at second reading.  With no comments from the Governing Body, Mayor 
Stuart opened the meeting to public comment.  Hearing none, Mayor Stuart 
closed the meeting to public comment.  Mr. Florek made a motion to approve, 
seconded by Mr. Schatzle and unanimously carried by all. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy  X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek M X     
     Schatzle S X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

9. ORDINANCE 2007-8:  AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED A 2007 SALARY 
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK (NON-UNION 
PERSONNEL) was read by title at first reading by Mayor Stuart.  With no 
comments from the Committee, Mr. Forester made a motion to approve, 
seconded by Mr. Schatzle and unanimously carried.  Mayor Stuart set the public 
hearing for May 9, 2007. 
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  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy  X     
     Forester M X     
     Florek  X     
     Schatzle S X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

10. RESOLUTION 2007-75:  APPOINTING REGISTRAR OF VITAL 
STATISTICS - MS. RUTH LEININGER was read by title by Mayor Stuart.  
Mr. Florek stated Ms. Leininger has done a very good job, and he is glad to 
have her in this position.  Mr. Florek made a motion to approve, seconded by 
Mr. Hennessy and unanimously carried. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek M X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

11. RESOLUTION 2007-76:  APPOINTING DEPUTY REGISTRAR OF VITAL 
STATISTICS - MS. KELLY MC CORMICK was read by title by Mayor Stuart.  
Mr. Hennessy made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Florek and 
unanimously carried. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek S X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

12. MOTION TO ADOPT A CONSENT AGENDA:  Mayor Stuart read the 
following consent agenda resolution, by title: 

 
13. *RESOLUTION 2007-77:  APPROVING RAFFLE APPLICATION NO. RA-

07-8, OFF-PREMISES 50/50 RAFFLE, AUGUST 19, 2007, COLTS NECK 
PTO. 

 
With no comments from the governing body, Mr. Schatzle made a motion to 
approve, seconded by Mr. Florek and unanimously carried. 
 

  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy  X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek S X     
     Schatzle M X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  
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14. DISCUSSION:  REVALUATION:  COMMITTEEMEN FLOREK AND 
FORESTER.  Mr. Florek stated the revaluation will be started this year and is 
expected to be completed in two years.  This is a costly process and the initial 
budget has been prepared.  The tax maps have been kept current.  Updating the 
Assessor’s computer was postponed in prior budgets and this is a good time to 
finally address this.  There will be funds allocated for legal services for the 
Township response to anticipated resident appeals.  Keeping the residents 
informed of the process is vital and residents will be advised through 
newsletters and the web site.  Once the process begins, the Tax Assessor will be 
scheduled to work one additional day per week and one additional part-time 
staff support person will be added.  Money for contingencies have been built 
into the preliminary budget.  The $405,000 cost of the revaluation can be spread 
over five years, which would be approximately $80,000 per year.  The 
Township is ordered to perform the revaluation once the assessed valuation 
drops below 80% of market value.  Currently, properties are assessed at the 40-
50% range.  The Township has two years to complete the revaluation, which 
must be certified by October 2008.  Tax changes reflecting the revaluation will 
be on line by January 2009.  Mr. Bowden stated the next step is to have the 
Township Attorney prepare an ordinance for the next meeting authorizing a 
special emergency appropriation totaling $405,000 to cover the costs of the 
revaluation.  Mr. Bowden polled all Governing Body members, and it was 
unanimous to go forward with the ordinance. 

 
15. DISCUSSION:  COLTS NECK FIRST AID SQUAD – LOSAP 

CERTIFICATION.  Mr. Bowden advised the Governing Body is seeing the 
same information previously provided by the Fire Companies for the First Aid 
Squad in a different format.  Mr. Florek stated they did a very nice job capturing 
the data.  Mayor Stuart questioned the 1200% figure noted for January for one 
individual; Mr. Schatzle will advise at next meeting.  With the Governing Body 
unanimous approval, a resolution will be presented for adoption of the First Aid 
LOSAP figures at the next meeting. 

 
16. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:  Mr. Bowden had no further information 

relating to his administrative report, but offered the following: 
 

Chase Bank is building a bank near the triangle near the Shadow Isle Golf 
Course and will pay their fair share of the cost of installing a traffic light.  Mr. 
Bowden advised the current formula to determine what the fair share is has 
room for revision.   Mayor Stuart remarked the State may have a formula for 
determining the cost of installation.  Mayor Stuart wants recommendations from 
the Township Engineer.  With time passing prior to the installation and 
anticipated cost increases, Mr. Florek would like to ask Mr. Anfuso if the 
Township can adjust for inflation.  Mr. Bowden stated he will discuss the issue 
with the Township Engineer, Township Planner and Chase principles and the 
Governing Body may see this issue return on the agenda for discussion and/or 
resolution passage. 
 
Mr. Bowden reported the last bid opening (30-yard roll-off dumpsters for Clean 
Up Days) resulted in requests from 15 firms for bid packages.  By State statute, 
the Township can charge up to $50 per package to offset the administrative 
costs of preparation.  Presently the Township is not charging any fees, and Mr. 
Bowden asked the Governing Body if they want to start charging $25 per 
package.  Mr. Forester expressed concern that this fee would result in chasing 
away potential bidders.  Mr. Stuart stated the County and Englishtown have put 
their bid packages on the website, available to all vendors with internet access at 
no charge.  The Governing Body suggested exploring the County and 
Englishtown’s websites prior to making a decision. 
 
 

17. MOTION TO APPROVE VOUCHERS.  Mr. Forester reviewed and signed 
the vouchers.  Mr. Forester stated all vouchers were in order, which are as 
follows: 
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Animal Control $600.00 
Capital Fund $9,404.95 
Construction Trust $17,389.06 
Current Fund $2,620,507.95 
Escrow $31,586.90 
Farmland Preservation Trust $80.00 
Grant Fund $450.00 
Trust Fund $8,826.25 
TOTAL APPROVED: $2,688,845.11 
 
Mr. Forester made a motion to approve all vouchers, seconded by Mr. Florek 
and unanimously carried. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy  X     
     Forester M X     
     Florek S X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

18. TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

Mr. Schatzle reported the Alliance initiative “We don’t serve teens” throughout 
retail establishments serving alcohol within the Township was well received by 
all merchants.   
 
Mr. Schatzle reported a First Aid and Fire Company joint extrication drill 
occurred using a school bus and an overturned automobile.  The simulation drill 
was very successful. 
 
Mr. Florek reported Ed Thompson and the Department of Public Works would 
be receiving an award from the Board of Education noting the outstanding 
contribution Ed has made to the School District and the excellent relationship 
between the School District and the DPW staff.   
 
Mr. Florek reported the Architectural Review Committee received the drawings 
for a sign for the Illmensee property, and has deemed this sign an outstanding 
design that should be used as a model for all business signage within Colts 
Neck.  Copies of the freestanding sign rendering were provided to the 
Governing Body from the Chairperson of the Architectural Review Committee. 
 
Mr. Florek reported the Colts Neck Sports Foundation had its Opening Day 
celebration for the baseball season last Saturday at Laird Road Park. 
 
Mr. Florek reported the Colts Neck Sports Foundation is holding its dinner 
dance this Saturday at the Shore Oaks Country Club. 
 
Mr. Florek spoke of an article he read regarding the recycling efforts dropping 
off within the State of New Jersey.  In 1987, 15% was recycled; in 1997, 61% 
was recycled; and in 2007, approximately 50% was recycled.  The Township 
does well recycling, and Mr. Florek stated everyone must continue to do their 
part towards recycling. 
 
Mr. Florek spoke of the house at the end of Heyers Mill Road that has fallen 
into disrepair and now has been spray painted.  Mr. Florek suggested the 
Township do something quickly.  Mr. Bowden will speak with Mr. Galinski, 
Code Enforcement Officer, regarding this situation. 
 
Mr. Hennessy reported Five Point Park was awarded the 2007 Charles M. Pike 
Award, and a formal presentation of this award will be made at the Monmouth 
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County Parks System dinner scheduled Monday, April 30.  Mr. Hennessy 
expressed his pleasure about winning this award. 
 
Mr. Hennessy reported the bedding has been installed in the Purple Martin 
birdhouses at Bucks Mill Park and Town Hall, and we are now awaiting the 
migrating Martins.  Mr. Hennessy advised the Purple Martins are the only North 
American songbird entirely dependent upon human-supplied nesting cavities.  
Purple Martins are treasured for their graceful flight, social antics, song and 
insect-eating habits.  Mr. Hennessy reported one Purple Martin has started to 
nest in a gourd house at Bucks Mill, which is a positive sign for establishing a 
new community. 
 
Mr. Hennessy reported the Category 1 rule proposal in effect would impact 
septic systems.  Colts Neck has been the leader in protecting its waters.  Mr. 
Hennessy reported 141 municipalities have no wastewater plans and 298 have 
outdated plans. 
 
Mr. Forester reported the Business Advisory Committee is in the process of 
reserving street names for future use. 
 
Mr. Forester reported he attended a meeting with Mayor Stuart, Messrs. Molloy 
and Gale to discuss the Earle school issue.   Mayor Stuart attended a meeting 
with Tinton Falls representatives with Rush Holt and Chris Smith and discussed 
the adverse impact this would have on the Township.  Mayor Stuart made the 
Township’s position well known.  In 1988, irrevocable legislation was passed 
and a substantial endowment paid as well as yearly stipends toward education of 
the Earle students.  Mr. Forester stated the Township will take this issue to the 
Supreme Court, if necessary, and he did not think the Asbury Park Press 
represented the entire issue in its recent article. 
 
Mayor Stuart had no report this evening. 
 
 

19. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 
 

With no further comments, Mayor Stuart opened the meeting for public 
comment. 
 
Mr. Chris Lupia, a resident, asked if the old property assessments were on the 
computer.  Mr. Florek advised Mr. Lupia the current figures are on the County 
website, and once the new figures come in, the County website will be updated. 
Mr. Lupia then spoke of a Township organization chart developed years ago and 
asked where it was.  Mr. Bowden responded it was filed at Town Hall.  Mr. 
Lupia then spoke of attempting to start a Purple Martin colony years ago, and 
stated having colonies here was an asset to the community. 
 
Mr. Vince Domidion, a resident, stated there would be a public hearing June 
20th in Bordentown regarding the Category 1 determination at the southern end 
of Town.  He suggested the Township may want to send a representative to this 
hearing, and he sees it as a good thing.   
 
Mr. Domidion then spoke of the construction at Cedar Drive and Heyers Mill 
Road, and he wants the Planning Board to consider changing the ordinance that 
permits this.  Mr. Florek stated this has been discussed before, but he is happy 
to raise it again with the Planning Board.  Mr. Domidion wants to keep the 
natural character of the land.  Mr. Bowden stated he would speak with Mr. 
Anfuso about this issue. 
 
Ms. Gloria Lupia, a resident, spoke of the homes at Earle and asked if anyone 
can purchase them.  Mayor Stuart stated Earle is considering renting out its 
excess housing on the open market.  Ms. Lupia then asked if anyone can rent 
these homes.  Mr. Forester stated Earle said they will be making provisions to 
access housing units only and maintain the security of the Base.  Mr. Florek 
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stated if this goes ahead, the Township will proceed with litigation.  Mr. 
Forester stated this would be an economic catastrophe for the Township, where 
revenues received would not offset services to be provided. 
 
Messrs. Stuart, Florek and Forester stated they will not sit idly by and let this 
occur. 
 
Mr. Chuck Cammarata, a resident, wanted to confirm the recent article in the 
Asbury Park Press was incorrect in stating a new lieutenant would be hired in 
the Police Department.  This was confirmed as incorrect by Mayor Stuart. 
 
Ms. Diana Piotrowski, a resident, asked if the Federal government is 
determining who will be eligible to rent the excess Earle housing.  If there is no 
rental criteria, can the Township steer rentals to senior citizens?  Mayor Stuart 
responded the Federal government has the highest sovereignty, but he hopes this 
issue is not raised further. 
 
With no further comments, Mayor Stuart closed the meeting to public comment. 
 

20. RESOLUTION 2007-78:  EXECUTIVE SESSION was read by Mayor Stuart 
at 9:05 p.m. With no further comments, Mr. Florek made a motion to adjourn 
and go into Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Hennessy and unanimously 
carried.  

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek M X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
Motion to adjourn Closed Session by Mr.Schatzle, seconded by Mr. Florek and 
unanimously carried by voice vote and reconvene in public session. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy  X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek S X     
     Schatzle M  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
Motion by Mr. Schatzle, seconded by Mr. Florek to reconvene in public session 
and adjourn meeting with a unanimous voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 9:40 
p.m. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy  X     
     Forester  X     
     Florek M X     
     Schatzle S X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Robert Bowden, Township Administrator/Clerk  
 
RB:bk 


