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TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK  
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING  

MAY 9, 2007 
7:30 P.M. AT TOWN HALL 

 
The meeting of the Colts Neck Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by 
Mayor Stuart followed by a salute to the flag. The following statement was read by 
Township Administrator/Clerk, Robert Bowden:  “The notice requirements of the New 
Jersey Public Meetings Law have been satisfied by forwarding a “News Release” to the 
Asbury Park Press on December 13, 2006 stating that the meeting of the Colts Neck 
Township Committee would be held on May 9, 2007 at 7:30 p.m., Colts Neck Town Hall, 
124 Cedar Drive, Colts Neck.  The notice requirements have been posted on the 
Township Bulletin Board and a copy is on file in the office of the Township Clerk.”  
 
Roll call by Mr. Bowden indicated the following:  
 
Present:  Mayor Stuart, Deputy Mayor Hennessy, Committeemembers Florek and 

Schatzle 
 
Also Present: Robert Bowden; John O. Bennett, III, Esq., and Beth Kara  
 
Absent: Committeemember Forester 
 
 

1. STUDENT GOVERNMENT DAY:  Mayor Stuart welcomed Mr. Robert 
Siedel, Student Faculty Advisor, Colts Neck High School.  Mayor Stuart 
introduced the following students, noting the participants were elected by their 
peers and the Mayor was selected by faculty based on an essay competition: 

 
• Shannon Andl, Mayor 
• Benny Orrico, Deputy Mayor 
• Alex Plenzo, Ally Fiasconaro, Committeewomen 
• Dan Fiasconaro, Committeeman 
• Danielle Hamlin, Administrator 
• Kim Eder, Township Planner 
• Lauren Kapnick, Finance Officer 
• Sean Hiller, Director of Public Works 
• Anthony Vivolo, Police Chief 
• Ryan Paynton, Director of Recreation and Parks 
• Brianna Dunbar, Health Officer 

 
Mayor Andl brought the meeting to order and introduced the first topic of 
discussion—Teenage Driving Safety.  Discussions ensued and the student 
governing body recommendations were to continue parent and student driver 
education programs; increase the length of time for supervised driving with a 
permit from six months to twelve months; notifying parents when a ticket has 
been issued to a student; and considering student detentions/suspensions, 
attendance records, and tickets issued (discerning speeding vs. parking tickets) 
when issuing a parking permit at the High School.  In addition, the students 
suggested the Township look into using hybrid cars for Police patrol vehicles.  
With regard to Underage Drinking, the student governing body stated keg 
registration wouldn’t affect this age group since they do not drink from kegs.  
They agreed Police Officers could enter private property if they had evidence, 
i.e., noise complaints.  They agreed parents should be held accountable if they 
are serving alcohol to underage persons, but should not be held responsible if 
they are not present; each case should be evaluated on its own merits.  
Community service, fines, losing school parking privileges and being taken off 
school sports were ways to keep students focused and away from underage 
drinking.  The final subject, Green Power and Global Warming, was discussed.  
The student governing body thought schools and the media should stress what 
individuals can do to make an impact.  It was mentioned that recycling 
containers at the school were not being used solely for recyclables.  The 
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students thought highly of the recent movie “An Inconvenient Truth” and 
suggested everyone view this film.   
 
With no further comments, Mayor Andl opened the meeting to public comment. 
Mayor Stuart asked the student governing body what were their thoughts on 
roadside memorials.  Thoughts expressed included there should not be a time 
limit placed on the memorials by local government, since the memorial is a 
remembrance of someone and you cannot put a time limit on grief.  The 
memorial also is a reminder to slow down and pay attention to driving.  Planting 
a memorial tree was an option once the memorial is removed.  The time limit 
for memorials should not be governed by the Township.  Mr. Schatzle 
questioned the need for increased security in stationing two or three full-time 
Police Officers within the school, but the student governing body thought the 
Police Officers would be better used on the streets. 

 
With no further comments, Mayor Andl closed the meeting to public comment, 
and ended the Student Government Day meeting.   
 
A brief recess was called; the meeting resumed at 8:30 p.m. 

 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF APRIL 25, 2007:  Mr. Florek made two 
minor revisions to the minutes and made a motion to approve, as amended, 
seconded by Mr. Hennessy and unanimously carried by all present. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester     X  
     Florek M X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab - Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 
3. ORDINANCE 2007-8:  AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED A 2007 SALARY 

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK (NON-UNION 
PERSONNEL) was read by title at second reading by Mayor Stuart.  With no 
comments from the governing body, Mayor Stuart opened the meeting to public 
comment. 

 
Mr. Chuck Cammarata asked what was the average increase .  Mr. Bowden 
responded it was 3.5 percent, with individual salary increases ranging from 2 
percent to 6 percent. 
 
With no further comments, Mayor Stuart closed the meeting to public comment.   
Mr. Florek made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Hennessy and 
unanimously carried by all present.   

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester     X  
     Florek M X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  
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4. ORDINANCE 2007-9:  AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 

PREPARATION AND EXECUTION OF A COMPLETE PROGRAM OF 
REVALUATION OF REAL PROPERTY AND AUTHORIZING A SPECIAL 
EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $405,000 
THEREFOR, AUTHORIZED IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF COLTS 
NECK, IN THE COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY was read by title 
at first reading by Mayor Stuart.  Mr. Florek stated $405,000 is the current 
estimate of the cost of the revaluation, which must be completed by 2008.  The 
cost can be spread over five years and would be paid by surplus.  The field work 
is expected to commence in November, and the tax maps are currently under 
review.  Mr. Hennessy made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Florek and 
unanimously carried by all present.  Mayor Stuart set the date for the public 
hearing May 30, 2007. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester     X  
     Florek S X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

5. RESOLUTION 2007-79:  CONFIRMING AND CERTIFYING LENGTH OF 
SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM (LOSAP) CREDITS FOR 2006 FOR COLTS 
NECK FIRST AID SQUAD was read by title by Mayor Stuart.  Mr. Florek 
thanked the First Aid Squad for their efforts this past year.  Mr. Schatzle made a 
motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Hennessy and unanimously carried by all 
present.  Mr. Bowden stated this would be posted for 30 days on the bulletin 
boards at Town Hall and the First Aid Squad. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester     X  
     Florek  X     
     Schatzle M X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

6. RESOLUTION 2007-80:  AUTHORIZING AWARD OF BID – 30 YARD 
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS FOR 2007 CLEAN UP DAYS was read by title by 
Mayor Stuart.  Mr. Bowden stated the winning bid was from Freehold Cartage 
and is based on an estimated 300 tons at $78 per ton: $23,400 and 50 pulls at 
$110 per pull: $5,500, which total $28,900.  Mr. Bowden advised the hours 
open to the public for disposal would be cut based on an agreement with the 
County Health Department to limit the amount of time the discarded items 
remain on the ground.  Mr. Florek asked how the cost compared to last year, 
and Mr. Bowden responded it was about the same.  With no further comments, 
Mr. Hennessy made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Schatzle and 
unanimously carried by all present. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester     X  
     Florek  X     
     Schatzle S X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  
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7. RESOLUTION 2007-81:  AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH COLTS 

NECK BOARD OF EDUCATION, BLOCK 43, LOTS 2, 2.01 AND 2.02 was 
read by title by Mayor Stuart.  Mr. Florek advised this resolution reconciles past 
obligations with regard to the Five Point Road property for Colts Neck High 
School and the need to remove three tennis courts to permit construction of the 
Conover Road Primary School.  Mr. Florek stated both parties were pleased 
with this agreement.  With no comment from the governing body, Mr. Florek 
made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Hennessy and unanimously carried 
by all present. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester     X  
     Florek M X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
8. RESOLUTION 2007-82:  ACCEPTING SPECIAL CASH GUARANTEE – 

FUTURE TRAFFIC SIGNAL IMPROVEMENTS – P.B. APPLICATION NO. 
643 (J.P. MORGAN CHASE BANK), was read by title by Mayor Stuart.  Mr. 
Bowden stated this resolution was tabled at the last meeting.  The share of the 
cash guarantee was re-negotiated to $10,000 with the applicant to allow for 
inflation.  Mr. Schatzle made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Florek and 
unanimously carried by all present. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy  X     
     Forester     X  
     Florek S X     
     Schatzle M X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

9. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:  Mr. Bowden had nothing further to add to 
his report, and offered the following: 

 
A resident requested permission to block off a portion of Gulf Stream Way for 
the annual block party scheduled in June.  The Police Chief has approved this 
request, providing there is access for emergency vehicles.  Mr. Bowden asked 
for a vote of the governing body.  Mr. Florek made a motion to approve, 
seconded by Mr. Schatzle and unanimously carried by all present. 
 

  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy  X     
     Forester     X  
     Florek M X     
     Schatzle S X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
Mr. Bowden stated a copy of the Annual Audit Report was provided to each 
member of the governing body.  Mr. Antonides, CFO, will be present at the 
May 30, 2007 meeting to discuss the report and its findings and each member of 
the governing body will be required to sign a statement that he has read, at a 
minimum, the summary of the audit findings and corrective action plan. 
 
Mr. Bowden reported JCP&L will be clear-cutting trees near the power lines 
throughout the Township during the period May 14 through June 30, 2007.  In 
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the past, JCP&L tries its best to notify affected residents prior to pruning.  
JCP&L does have the legal right to do this as it is necessary to maintain power 
lines in the area.   
 
Mr. Bowden reported it is time to think about a project for the Monmouth 
County Municipal Open Space Grant Program.  Applications are due no later 
than September 19, 2007.  Mr. Florek suggested applying for the Tennis Courts 
at Cedar Drive or irrigation of the ball fields.  Mr. Bowden stated last year’s 
approved applications included improvements as well as acquisitions. 
 

10. MOTION TO APPROVE VOUCHERS.  Mr. Bowden reported Mr. Forester 
reviewed and signed the vouchers, noting all were in order, which are as 
follows: 

 
Animal Control $150.00 
Capital Fund 583.92 
COAH 596.75 
Construction Trust $1,160.11 
Current Fund $4,473,635.49 
Escrow $142,274.55 
Grant Fund $983.95 
Trust Fund $5,731.00 
TOTAL APPROVED:                        $4,625.115.77 
 
Mr. Hennessy made a motion to approve all vouchers, seconded by Mr. Schatzle 
and unanimously carried by all present. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester     X  
     Florek  X     
     Schatzle S X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

11. TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

Mr. Hennessy reported the Township received the Charles M. Pike Award, Best 
in Design, for Five Point Park at the recent Monmouth County Parks System 
awards dinner.  Dr. Nolan, Mr. Baker, representatives from Schoor DePalma 
and Mr. Hennessy were there to accept the award, of which they are all very 
proud. 
 
Mr. Hennessy reported the Junior Olympics are scheduled for this Saturday at 
Colts Neck High School, 10:00 a.m. 
 
Mr. Hennessy reported six purple martin nests are established at Bucks Mill 
Park and a second nesting box was installed at Town Hall.  Four gourds will be 
added to the Town Hall site to attract the purple martins.  There is talk of 
installing webcams at both sites. 
 
Mr. Hennessy reported Saturday at 9:00 a.m. at Five Point Park, Boy and Girl 
Scouts will gather to celebrate Arbor Day with over 500 seedlings to be planted.  
All are invited to attend and participate. 
 
Mr. Hennessy reported Mr. Clemente withdrew his application for a lot line 
change with the Planning Board and wants to revert to the original plan.  Mr. 
Bennett stated he just received a letter to that effect.   
 
Mr. Florek reported there will be a collection of used sports equipment May 19, 
2007 between 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon at Colts Neck High School.  Receipts 
will be provided to those persons donating items. 
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Mr. Florek reported the Colts Neck Sports Foundation is looking to buy infield 
soil to enhance the playing surfaces at the ball fields. 
 
Mr. Florek reported the Colts Neck Sports Foundation is asking the Board of 
Health to waive the fee for the Laird Road snack shed.   
 
Mr. Florek reported Freeholder Burry has been in discussion with U.S. 
Representative Chris Smith and the Secretary of the Navy regarding the housing 
at Earle.  While the Navy has not been receptive to the local concerns regarding 
base security, with the recent incident at Fort Dix, this may change the Navy’s 
position.  Mr. Florek stated the Township Committee will continue to press the 
issue and has the support of Rep. Chris Smith and Monmouth County on this 
issue. 
 
Mr. Schatzle reported the Board of Health has been researching shared services 
and will be reporting back to the governing body on this issue. 
 
Mr. Schatzle reported Colts Neck Polo opens 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 20, 
2007 at Bucks Mill Park, . 
 
Mr. Schatzle reported the Historic Preservation Committee’s annual house tour 
is scheduled for October 6, 2007. 
 
Mayor Stuart reported he attended a meeting on April 27, 2007 to discuss 
improvement to the Routes 537 and 34 traffic intersection.  The old plan, which 
included a loop around the gas station, is null and void.  A feasibility study is 
planned, which will take 2+ years to complete.  Given the stream at the south 
east section of the intersection, it is difficult to widen and re-align the roadway.  
Once the feasibility study is completed, the engineering phase will take another 
3 years.  Mayor Stuart estimated 5 years as the earliest timeframe for the first 
shovel in the dirt.  Mayor Stuart expressed his dissatisfaction with the delays at 
the meeting, especially with 45% of rear end accidents in the State occurring at 
that intersection.  A future meeting will be planned to discuss this issue further. 
 
Mayor Stuart reported the Shade Tree Commission will present a proposed 
model tree cutting ordinance at the May 30,2007 Township Committee meeting. 
 
Mayor Stuart reported he spoke with Rep. Chris Smith’s Office and Freeholder 
Burry regarding the security issue at Earle and the Navy’s planned renting of 
vacant homes within the base in the year 2010.  The Township may have to 
litigate on this issue.  Assemblyman Panter is scheduling another meeting with 
representatives from Colts Neck and Tinton Falls regarding this issue.  Mayor 
Stuart is seeking to develop a written Township Committee position to place in 
the local press. 
 
Mayor Stuart reported he is working with Mr. Jarrett Engel to promote a Green 
Program within Colts Neck.  A meeting has been scheduled with the Mayor, 
department heads, Mr. Engel and an energy coordinator on May 24th to 
determine initial steps the Township can take towards energy conservation and 
financial incentives available for doing so.   
 
 

12. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 
 

With no further comments, Mayor Stuart opened the meeting for public 
comment. 
 
Mr. Chris Lupia, a resident, stated he thought roadside memorials were placed 
for up to one year.  He stated there has to be consideration for the landowner. 
 



 7 

Mr. Lupia asked if a firm has been selected for the revaluation.  Mr. Florek 
responded it had not.  There are at least three qualified firms within the State, 
and the Township will be going to bid for this service. 
 
Ms. Virginia Amend, editor of the Colts Neck Calendar and a resident, stated 
she does not see why the Tax Assessor can’t perform the revaluation.  Mayor 
Stuart stated the Assessor has the authority to reassess based on existing 
information.  The revaluation is governed by State statute, which requires a 
revaluation every ten years or when the ratio falls below 50 percent.  A physical 
inspection of each property must be done to determine if any improvements 
have been made without permits.  Mayor Stuart stated it is physically 
impossible for the Assessor to do the revaluation himself within the time period 
established.   
 
Ms. Amend spoke of the pay to play ordinance for the Freeholders and 
questioned whether it can be used by municipalities.  Ms. Amend stated she 
hoped this governing body would consider it. 
 
Ms. Amend spoke of the press conference at Monmouth Park.  She is excited 
about the revitalization of Monmouth Park. 
 
Ms. Amend spoke of an equipment collection by the Salvation Army in Red 
Bank for fencing foils.  Ms. Amend was advised the Township does not own 
foils, and the fencing program is handled through the Atlantic Fencing Club in 
town.  
 
Ms. Judy Laufer, president of Colts Neck Senior Citizens and a resident, stated 
the “Meet the Mayor” event went very well.  
 
Ms. Laufer noted the passing of Mr. Bill Kozabo, a founding member of Colts 
Neck First Aid. 
 
Ms. Laufer reported 103 members were at last week’s meeting.  Entertainment 
was provided by the Cedar Drive School Chorus.  Next month’s meeting will 
feature Russian instrumentalists and vocalists.  Luncheons are planned during 
the summer months. 
 
With no further comments, Mayor Stuart closed the meeting to public comment. 
 
 

13. RESOLUTION 2007-83:  EXECUTIVE SESSION was read by Mayor Stuart 
at 9:15 p.m. With no further comments, Mr. Hennessy made a motion to adjourn 
and go into Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Florek and unanimously carried 
by all present.  

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy M X     
     Forester     X  
     Florek S X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

At 10:10 p.m., Mr. Florek made a motion to end Executive Session and 
reconvene in public session, seconded by Mr. Schatzle and unanimously carried 
by all present. 
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  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy  X     
     Forester     X  
     Florek M X     
     Schatzle S X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

14. RESOLUTION 2007-84:  AUTHORIZING APPLICATION TO SUPERIOR 
COURT TO EXTEND IMMUNITY FROM MT. LAUREL LITIGATION 
AND DECLARING INTENTION TO DEVELOP AN AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING PLAN was read by Mayor Stuart.  The Township Committee 
adopted a resolution to authorize Special Counsel, Dominick Manco, Esq., to 
file a motion in Superior Court to continue and extend the Township’s 
Judgement of Repose for immunity from Affordable Housing Litigation.  Mr. 
Florek made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Hennessy and unanimously 
carried by all present. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester     X  
     Florek M X     
     Schatzle  X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 

15. RESOLUTION 2007-85:  GRANTING RELIEF FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 
BUILDING PERMITS FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT BLOCK 25, LOT 6 
ON THE COLTS NECK TOWNSHIP TAX MAP (58 BUCKS MILL ROAD) 
was read by Mayor Stuart.  The Township Committee adopted a resolution 
granting the issuance of building permits for Block 25, Lot 6 (58 Bucks Mill 
Road.  Mr. Schatzle made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Hennessy and 
unanimously carried by all present. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester     X  
     Florek  X     
     Schatzle M X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  

 
 
16. MOTION TO ADJOURN PUBLIC MEETING:  Mr. Schatzle made a 

motion to adjourn public meeting, seconded by Mr. Hennessy and unanimously 
carried by all present. 

 
  RECORD OF VOTE  
  Committeeman  M  S Yes No NV Ab  
     Mayor Stuart  X     
     Deputy Mayor Hennessy S X     
     Forester     X  
     Florek  X     
     Schatzle M X     
   X - indicates vote     NV - Not Voting     Ab – Absent     M - Moved    S - Seconded  
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 Meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Robert Bowden 
Township Administrator/Clerk 
 
RB:bk 
 
 

 


