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TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK  
COMMITTEE MEETING  

OCTOBER 27, 2005 
7:30 P.M. AT TOWN HALL    

 
The meeting of the Colts Neck Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by 
Mayor Forester followed by a salute to the flag. The following statement was read by 
Township Clerk Bowden.  “The notice of the requirements of the New Jersey Public 
Meetings Law has been satisfied by forwarding a “News Release” to the Asbury Park 
Press on October 15, 2005 stating that a meeting of the Colts Neck Township Committee 
would be held on October 27, 2005 at 7:30 p.m., Colts Neck Town Hall, 124 Cedar 
Drive, Colts Neck.  The notice requirements have been posted on the Township Bulletin 
Board and a copy is on file in the office of the Township Clerk”.  
 
Roll call by Mr. Bowden indicated the following:  
 
Present:  Mayor Forester, Deputy Mayor Florek, Committeemembers Burry, 

Hennessy and Stuart 
 
Also Present: Robert Bowden; John O. Bennett, III, Esq., and Beth Kara  
 
Absent: None  
 
 
 

1. ANNOUNCEMENT:  PRESERVATION OF GREENFIELDS FARM – 
BLOCK 5, LOT 2 – WILLOW BROOK ROAD.  Mayor Forester turned the 
meeting over to Mrs. Burry and Mr. Stuart.  Mrs. Burry stated that an 
agreement was reached with Mrs. Purdy for the Township’s acquisition of 111 
acres with a four acre exception under the open space farmland preservation 
program.  The cost of the acquisition is split three ways between the State 
(57.26%), the Township (25.43%) and the County (17.31%).  Mrs. Burry 
praised Mrs. Purdy, the land owner, for working with the Township to make 
this acquisition a reality.  Mr. Stuart indicated this is one of the two largest 
farms in the open space farmland preservation program to-date.  On behalf of 
the Farmland Preservation Committee, Mr. Stuart thanked Ms. Kim Rothberg 
and Mr. Tom Orgo for their active participation in this significant Township 
acquisition.  Mr. Stuart indicated all were hoping to close by the end of 2005. 

 
 
2. PRESENTATION:  PERMANENT FINANCING OF TOWNSHIP DEBT. 

Mr. John Antonides, Finance Officer, discussed the various bond obligations 
issued since 2001 for the acquisition of property, park construction, various 
road improvements, and rehabilitation of affordable housing.  By 
incorporating  these debts, including the soon-to-close Purdy property, under 
the Monmouth County Improvement Authority (MCIA) Pooled Governmental 
Loan Revenue Bonds, Series 2005, the Township could benefit from the 
Aaa/AAA County Bond Rating, and the debt would be amortized over 17 
years.  Mr. Antonides stated the interest rate averaged 3.2% in 2002, and is 
estimated to be 3.8%-3.9% over the 17-year lifetime.  If the Township 
Committee agrees to go forward with this, a resolution approving the 
application to the Local Finance Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-26 would 
have to be adopted, and Mr. Antonides would then have to go to Trenton. 

 
 
3. RESOLUTION 2005-257:  RESOLUTION APPROVING APPLICATION 

TO THE LOCAL FINANCE BOARD PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:2-26. 
Based on the presentation made by Mr. Antonides, Mrs. Burry made a motion 
to approve, seconded by Mr. Florek and unanimously carried.  
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COLTS NECK TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  
 

RECORD OF VOTE 
 

MAYOR 
FORESTER 

DEPUTY 
MAYOR 
FLOREK 

 
BURRY 

 
HENNESSY 

 
STUART 

Motion To Approve    X   
Motion Seconded  X    

Approve   X X X X X 
Opposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      
Absent/Excused      

 
 

4. PUBLIC HEARING:  MONMOUTH COUNTY OPEN SPACE GRANT to 
replace the Life Fitness Trail at Town Hall Park.  Funds for this project will be 
provided through a County grant ($16,000) and Township funds ($16,000), 
with an estimated total cost of this project to be $32,000.  Mrs. Burry stated 
this is a good application with wide interest and many users.  Mayor Forester 
opened the meeting to public comment. Mr. Vince Domidion, a resident, 
commented that this is a community resource, used by residents of 
neighboring towns, not just a Colts Neck resource.  Mr. Chuck Cammarata, a 
resident, asked the total cost of the project and was advised it was $32,000. 
Mr. Ed Piotrowski, a resident, commented that replacing the stations and 
dressing up the fitness trail would be a positive improvement.  With no further 
public comment, Mayor Forester closed the public hearing. 

   
5. RESOLUTION 2005-256:  AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF 

MONMOUTH COUNTY OPEN SPACE GRANT – LIFE FITNESS TRAIL 
was read by Mayor Forester by title.  Mrs. Burry made a motion to approve, 
seconded by Mr. Hennessy and unanimously carried.  
 
 

COLTS NECK TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  
 

RECORD OF VOTE 
 

MAYOR 
FORESTER 

DEPUTY 
MAYOR 
FLOREK 

 
BURRY 

 
HENNESSY 

 
STUART 

Motion To Approve    X   
Motion Seconded    X  

Approve   X X X X X 
Opposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      
Absent/Excused      

 
 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 12, 2005:  
 

Mrs. Burry requested this item be tabled until the next meeting.  
 

7. ORDINANCE 2005-24:  BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 
ACQUISITION OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS FOR THE PURDY FARM, 
BLOCK 5, LOTS 2 AND 2Q, AND APPROPRIATING $1,800,000 
THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,720,000 
BONDS AND NOTES TO FINANCE A PORTION OF THE COSTS 
THEREOF, AUTHORIZED IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF COLTS 
NECK, IN THE COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY was read by 
title by Mayor Forester.  Mrs. Burry stated that approximately 25.4% of the 
total cost would be assumed by the Township with both State and County 
financial participation.  This farm has been in the Purdy family for generations 
and the Township’s acquisition of the development easements will ensure it 
remains part of the Township’s farmland and open space landscape.  With no 
further comments, Mr. Stuart made a motion to approve, seconded by Mrs. 
Burry, and unanimously carried.  Mayor Forester set the date for public 
hearing on November 9, 2005. 
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COLTS NECK TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  
 

RECORD OF VOTE 
 

MAYOR 
FORESTER 

DEPUTY 
MAYOR 
FLOREK 

 
BURRY 

 
HENNESSY 

 
STUART 

Motion To Approve      X 
Motion Seconded   X   

Approve   X X X X X 
Opposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      
Absent/Excused      

 
 

8. RESOLUTION 2005-257A:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 
APPLICATION TO THE LOCAL FINANCE BOARD PURSUANT TO 
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-26.  Mayor Forester read this resolution in full. The Township 
is applying to the Local Finance Board for review and/or approval of a 
proposed refunding of bond anticipation notes and issuance of new money 
debt through the Monmouth County Improvement Authority (MCIA) Pooled 
Loan Program.  With no comments, Mr. Stuart made a motion to approve, 
seconded by Mrs. Burry and unanimously carried.  

 
COLTS NECK TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  

 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
MAYOR 

FORESTER 

DEPUTY 
MAYOR 
FLOREK 

 
BURRY 

 
HENNESSY 

 
STUART 

Motion To Approve      X 
Motion Seconded   X   

Approve   X X X X X 
Opposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      
Absent/Excused      

 
 

9. ORDINANCE 2005-25:  AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP OF COLTS 
NECK TO ACQUIRE, AND SUBSEQUENTLY ASSIGN TO THE STATE 
AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE, THE DEVELOPMENT 
RIGHTS FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS THE “PURDY 
FARM”, ALSO KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS BLOCK 5, LOTS 2 
AND 2Q ON THE COLTS NECK TOWNSHIP TAX MAP was read by 
Mayor Forester by title.  Mr. Bennett then clarified that Ordinance 2005-24 
provided the funding to acquire the Purdy Farm, while this ordinance 
authorizes the acquisition and subsequent assignment of this property to the 
State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC).  Mr. Stuart made a 
motion to approve, seconded by Mrs. Burry and unanimously carried.  Mayor 
Forester set the date for public hearing on November 9, 2005. 
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FLOREK 
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Motion To Approve      X 
Motion Seconded   X   

Approve   X X X X X 
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Not Voting/Recuse      
Absent/Excused      

 
 

10. ORDINANCE 2005-26:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 51, 
ENTITLED “POLICE DEPARTMENT” 0F THE TOWNSHIP CODE OF 
THE TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK was read by Mayor Forester by title.  
Mayor Forester stated this resolution pertained to outside employment of 
Township police officers paid through the Township and reimbursed by the 
contractor.  Mayor Forester indicated the $8 per hour paid to the Township 
covers the vehicle expense, FICA, and Workmen’s Compensation.  Mr. Florek 
suggested a revision to § 51-9.B.(1)(b) to tie the $30 - $50 rate of officer’s pay 



 

 4 

to a proportionate amount paid the Township ($2.50 to $8.00 per hour).  Mr. 
Stuart agreed that the rate of officer pay and the rate paid to the Township 
should be proportionately related to each other.  With no further comments, 
Mr. Stuart made a motion to approve, with additions, seconded by Mr. Florek 
and unanimously carried.  Mayor Forester set the date for public hearing on 
November 9, 2005. 
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Motion To Approve      X 
Motion Seconded  X    

Approve   X X X X X 
Opposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      
Absent/Excused      

 
 

11. RESOLUTION 2005-258:  RESOLUTION APPROVING PROPERTIES 
FOR INCLUSION IN THE TOWNSHIP’S PLANNING INCENTIVE 
GRANT LIST OF ELIGIBLE SITES was read by title by Mayor Forester.  
Mrs. Burry indicated there were six parcels involved (Matzel, Levin/Meyer, 
Avidon, Orgo, Rothberg and Furman).  If the Township Committee adopts 
this resolution, it will then be passed on to the County Agriculture Board, and 
all properties approved by the Board would be eligible for acceptance in the 
program.  With no further comments, Mrs. Burry made a motion to approve, 
seconded by Mr. Stuart and unanimously carried. 
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Motion To Approve    X   
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Approve   X X X X X 
Opposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      
Absent/Excused      

 
 

12. RESOLUTION 2005-259:  CONFIRMING USE OF COUNTY 
PURCHASING COOPERATIVE BID FOR ROCK SALT (SODIUM 
CHLORIDE) FOR 2006 – MONMOUTH COUNT BID NO F-43-2006 was 
read by title by Mayor Forester.  Mr. Bowden then stated the Township is now 
paying $38 per ton, and the 2006 cost under this cooperative bid would be 
$43.29 per ton, a $5 per ton increase.  In a bad winter, the Township uses 
between 2,000 and 3,000 tons of rock salt.  The product would be delivered to 
the Township storage site.  With no further comments, Mrs. Burry made a 
motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Florek and unanimously carried.   
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13. MOTION TO ADOPT A CONSENT AGENDA: 

 
RESOLUTION 2005-260:  APPROVING RAFFLE APPLICATION NO. 
RA 05-27, WOMEN’S CLUB OF COLTS NECK EVENING 
MEMBERSHIP DEPARTMENT –GIFT BASKETS RAFFLE. 
 
With no comments made, Mrs. Burry motioned to approve, seconded by Mr. 
Florek and unanimously carried. 
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RECORD OF VOTE 
 

MAYOR 
FORESTER 

DEPUTY 
MAYOR 
FLOREK 

 
BURRY 
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Motion To Approve    X   
Motion Seconded  X    

Approve   X X X X X 
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Not Voting/Recuse      
Absent/Excused      

 
 
13. DISCUSSION:  REQUEST TO EXCHANGE BLOCK 46, LOT 1/1, 

BRETWOOD DRIVE SOUTH, LOCK ARBOR LANE AND HOMINY 
HILL ROAD WITH LELAND ROAD, LOT 17.12.  On October 6, 2005, 
Diane Aifer, Esq. sent a letter to John O. Bennett, III., Esq., Township 
Attorney, with copies to  Michael Steib, Esq., Planning Board Attorney; Mr. 
Timothy Anfuso, Township Planner; Mr. Robert Bowden, Township Clerk; 
and the Township Committee requesting the aforementioned exchange of 
property.  Mr. Bennett stated the requested relief would have to come from the 
Planning Board, not the Township Committee.  Ms. Aifer stated whenever 
similar issues occurred, the governing body would be sought to issue their 
opinion prior to returning to the Planning Board for a decision.  Based on an 
informal poll, Ms. Aifer indicated the neighbors were in favor of having a 
house constructed on the corner property that is now being used as a 
construction staging lot.  If not granted, the lot would remain as open space.  
Mayor Forester commented that if the lots were exchanged, they are not of 
equal size (4 acres versus 3 acres).  Because of its proximity to Route 18, Lot 
17.12 would make a better screen if it were left in its current natural state 
without a home on it.  Mrs. Burry commented that she sees the advantage of 
building on Lot 1/1; however the applicant has to provide more parity to the 
Township to equal the values of the land exchanged.  Mr. Stuart stated he is 
not opposed to working this out.  Mr. Bennett stated that since both lots are 
owned by the same person, the property exchange sought is not enhancing one 
owner at the expense of another.  Mayor Forester then opened the meeting to 
public comment.  Mr. Thomas Orgo, a resident, stated Lot 1/1 is a smaller lot 
to build on and would have more building restrictions than other properties.  
Mr. Vince Domidion, a resident, indicated Lot 17.12 would be a very nice 
property to preserve in its current natural state whereas Lot 1/1 is already 
disturbed.  With no further comments, Mayor Forester closed the meeting to 
comments from the public.  Mr. Bennett stated that if the Planning Board 
agrees with the transfer, but requires a Township Committee resolution, the 
issue should be returned to the Township Committee; however, at this point, 
no decision would be rendered by the Township Committee.  When asked if 
the governing body would insist on the deed restriction remaining, Mr. 
Hennessy indicated the Township Committee would reserve judgment unless 
it returns to the Township Committee after being addressed by the Planning 
Board. 

 
14. DISCUSSION:  USE OF PUBLIC PARKS FOR ENTITIES ENGAGED IN 

“FOR PROFIT” VENTURES was brought forward by Mr. Hennessy.  Mr. 
Hennessy read excerpts from the purpose, goals, premise, and basic types of 
park use by non-agency group, from a handout provided to the Township 
Committee.  With the Recreation and Parks “pay as you go” budget, this 
would give the Township the ability to choose the events coming into Town.  



 

 6 

It is estimated that four events per year would raise monies that could be used 
to supplement the $38,000 per year Parks Maintenance budget and fund 
initiatives such as field irrigation, etc.  Mr. Bowden stated Mr. Bennett 
brought two sample ordinances for Township Committee consideration.  Mr. 
Hennessy stated the Township Committee can pick and choose from those 
profit-making ventures seeking use of the Township parks.  Mrs. Burry stated 
it is essential the Township has that choice.  Mr. Bowden indicated the 
language is consistent with the Recreation mission.  Green Acres regulations 
are neutral on whether events held within Township parks need to be a 
recreation event.  Mr. Florek stated the parks are here for the public benefit.  
He stated it is not good to rent out the parks to for profit entities because of 
the wear and tear on the parks and the additional maintenance that would be 
required.  Colts Neck has been very selective on raising revenue.  Mr. Florek 
stated he personally does not want to rent out the parks.  Mr. Stuart asked the 
number of craft fairs or events that would be considered.  Mr. Hennessy 
responded four.  Mrs. Burry asked if Five Point Park would be included.  Mr. 
Hennessy stated any park the Township Committee deems appropriate to use 
would be included.  Mrs. Burry stated a sound ordinance needed to be written 
with limitations made on the time of year events could be held.  Mr. Hennessy 
agreed.  Mayor Forester stated he hates to overturn past ordinances and is 
inclined to vote “no”.  Mr. Hennessy wants to see a draft ordinance presented 
to the Township Committee for their consideration and at least give it a 
chance.  Mr. Florek does not agree.  Mr. Stuart stated he would like to look at 
a draft ordinance, and he has no problem with the concept.  Mrs. Burry wants 
to see an ordinance drafted for consideration.  Mr. Bennett was directed to 
prepare a working draft ordinance for the December meeting with possible 
introduction at the January Township Committee meeting.    

 
15. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:   Mr. Bowden provided the Township 

Committee with handouts covering the “Pay to Play” issue.  The State law 
becomes effective January 1, 2006 and pre-empts local ordinances.  Under 
this new law, all Township contractors and vendors receiving $17,500 or more 
must certify that they haven’t paid over $300 in political contributions.  This 
topic will be covered at the upcoming League of Municipalities Convention.   
 

16. MOTION TO APPROVE VOUCHERS was made by Mrs. Burry to 
approve all vouchers totaling $3,951,407.29, seconded by Mr. Florek and 
unanimously carried. 

 
COLTS NECK TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  

 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
MAYOR 

FORESTER 

DEPUTY 
MAYOR 
FLOREK 

 
BURRY 

 
HENNESSY 

 
STUART 

Motion To Approve    X   
Motion Seconded  X    

Approve   X X X X X 
Opposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      
Absent/Excused      

 
 

17. TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
 

Mr. Hennessy had nothing further to report. 
 
Mr. Florek reported the Fire Companies are in the process of preparing their 
budgets for 2006. 
  
Mrs. Burry and Mr. Stuart met with Mr. Gale at Earle Naval Station, and there 
is nothing new to report.  Fort Monmouth is on the “short list” of facility 
closures mandated by the Federal government. 
 
Mr. Stuart has been in touch with the Code Enforcement Officer.  There has 
been much activity within the Township requiring his services. 
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Mrs. Burry asked about the status of Five Point Park.  Mr. Hennessy reported the 
fields were re-seeded this fall and it should be ready for opening Spring 2006.  
The general public is permitted to walk through the park; however, no organized 
activities are permitted on the fields and the play area is off limits. 
 
Mayor Forester stated he visited with the Senior Citizens and received his flu 
shot.  The flu shots were then administered in the Municipal Court the following 
week.  There was a large participation in this year’s flu shot program.  Mayor 
Forester has asked a letter be prepared to Dr. Faistl thanking him for his 
participation in this Township program. 
 

18.    COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:  
 

 Mr. Vince Domidion, a resident, commented that he was ambivalent about the 
proposed commercial activity in the Township parks.  He feels as long as the uses 
tie into the recognized recreational uses, e.g., Little League, Polo, etc., the 
Township benefits and the organization benefits. 

 
 Mr. Domidion suggested adding language to the Police officers ordinance being 

drafted indicating the amount paid to the Township for administering this 
program should cover the costs of to the Township associated with the details. 

 
 Mr. Chuck Cammarata, a resident, asked how the traffic problem with the Cottage 

Crafts Fair had been resolved at Bucks Mill Park.  Mr. Hennessy responded the 
original mailing showed only one way to access the Park.  Now, directions show 
five routes to access the Park.  The signage has improved.  Cottage Crafts hire 
more professional police to direct traffic to improve the traffic flow.  In addition, 
a more professional group is employed to aid in parking cars. 

 
 Mr. Ed Piotrowski, a resident, asked if the Township parks could be rented by 

“for profit” ventures, who would be in control?  Mr. Hennessy responded that the 
draft ordinances have to be reviewed; however, he feels the Township Committee 
would make the final determination 

 
 Mr. Chris Lupia, a resident, commented that for many years, people walked their 

dogs in Town Hall Park.  Now signs are posted that prohibit dog walking.  Many 
towns invite animals, including the dog run in nearby Holmdel Park.  Since there 
is talk of refurbishing the trails, can Town Hall Park be equipped with dog waste 
bags and refuse cans?  Ms. Elaine Mann, a resident, commented that with the 
increase in cases of “dog flu”, many dog runs in Northern New Jersey are being 
closed this year.   

 
 Mr. Lupia also commented that every year the shuffleboard court is repainted and 

maintained throughout the season, yet he never sees anyone playing shuffleboard. 
  
 Mr. Ken Rogers, a resident, questioned the disruption of the greenway behind his 

property and asked if the Department of Public Works (DPW) was authorized to 
cut down trees on the greenway.  Mr. Stuart responded indicating the information 
is available from the Shade Tree Commission.  Mr. Hammond of the Shade Tree 
Commission gave instructions to Ed Thompson, DPW Director on what needed to 
be done.   

 
 Mr. Rogers asked about the status of the Reverse 911 system for Colts Neck.  

There were five robberies within Colts Neck and he was one of them.  Mr. Florek 
advised that the issue was discussed last year and tabled; however, this issue can 
be addressed again.   

 
 Mr. Rogers then asked about the deer population and commented that he had a 

dead deer in front of his property.  Mr. Rogers was advised that the Township has 
a contract with the State to remove the deer, and he should contact the Health 
Department to report the situation. 
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With no further comments from the public, Mayor Forester closed the public 
comment portion of the meeting. 

 
19. RESOLUTION 2005-261:  EXECUTIVE SESSION was read by Mayor Forester 

at 9:16 p.m. With no further comments, Mrs. Burry made a motion to adjourn and 
go into Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Hennessy and unanimously carried.   
 

COLTS NECK TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  
 

RECORD OF VOTE 
 

MAYOR 
FORESTER 

DEPUTY 
MAYOR 
FLOREK 

 
BURRY 
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Motion To Approve    X   
Motion Seconded    X  

Approve   X X X X X 
Opposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      
Absent/Excused      

 
Motion to adjourn Closed Session by Mr. Stuart, seconded by Mr. Florek and 
unanimously carried by voice vote and reconvene in public session. 
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Approve   X X X X X 
Opposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      
Absent/Excused      

 
20. RESOLUTION 2005-262: AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENT OF GAGLIANO 

APPRAISAL, LLC, TO PERFORM AN APPRAISAL OF BLOCK 46, LOT 15.1 
RELATIVE TO A TAX APPEAL FILED BY PNC BANK FOR AN AMOUNT 
NOT TO EXCEED $4,000.  Mr. Hennessy made a motion to approve, seconded 
by Mrs. Burry and unanimously carried.   
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FORESTER 

DEPUTY 
MAYOR 
FLOREK 

 
BURRY 
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Motion Seconded   X   
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Opposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      
Absent/Excused      
 
Motion to adjourn public meeting was made by Mr. Florek, seconded by Mr. 
Hennessy, and unanimously approved. Meeting adjourned 9:45 p.m. 
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__________________________________ 
Robert Bowden, Township Administrator  
 


