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TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING

OCTOBER 29, 2003

The meeting of the Colts Neck Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by
Mayor Hennessy, followed by a salute to the flag. The following statement was read by
Township Clerk Bowden.  “The notice of the requirements of the New Jersey Public
Meetings Law has been satisfied by forwarding a “News Release” to the Asbury Park
Press on December 16, 2002 stating that a meeting of the Colts Neck Township
Committee would be held on October 29, 2003 at 7:30 p.m., Colts Neck Town Hall, 124
Cedar Drive, Colts Neck.  The notice requirements have been posted on the Township
Bulletin Board and a copy is on file in the office of the Township Clerk”.

Roll call by Mr. Bowden indicated the following:

Present: Deputy Mayor Burry, Committeemembers, Florek, Forester,
Stuart, and Mayor Hennessy

Also Present:  Robert Bowden, John O. Bennett III. Esq. (arrived at 8:00 p.m.), and
Aime Sweeney

Absent: None

1. ANNOUNCEMENT: SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION – WESTMINSTER
REALTY CORP. VS. COLTS NECK- Mayor Hennessy read a prepared
statement.1 Mayor Hennessy showed a rendering of what the Westminster site
will look like. Mrs. Burry said back in 1999, Westminster filed suit based on
builder’s remedy. At that time, the Township Committee took a firm stand and
decided to fight. The Township litigated for 4 _ years because we felt the site
was not suitable. Today we have agreed to 48 fair market townhouse units.
These are not low to moderate housing units. Considering the fight, the
Township did a remarkable job. Mr. Stuart reiterated the comments made by
Mrs. Burry. This is what is in the best interest of the Township. Mr. Florek
said he is happy to see this is geared for empty nesters. It will make for fewer
children in town thus keeping the taxes down. Mr. Forester said this was a
very costly litigation and he feels the Township did the best they could.

Mayor Hennessy thanked all those who took part in this litigation. This brings
this chapter to and end for at least the next 6 to 10 years.

2. PRESENTATION: EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT- Mrs. Burry gave a brief
background on the Eagle Scout Project. Mrs. Burry introduced J. P. Walsh.
Eagle Scout. J.P. said he put in 200 hours on this project entitled “Captain
Huddy’s Historic Trail of Colts Neck”. J.P. presented the Township
Committee with a notebook of photographs depicting the construction of the
project. J.P. gave special thanks to Mrs. Burry for all her help and to Mr.
Forester for his generous donation of resources then presented the Township
Committee with a map of the trail systems. Everyone extended a round of
applause and photographs were taken.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 24, 2003 AND OCTOBER
8, 2003 – was read by Mayor Hennessy. Mrs. Burry made a motion to approve
the minutes of September 24, 2003, and to table the minutes of October 8,
2003, seconded by Mr. Stuart and unanimously carried.

                                                            
1 Mayor Hennessy’s prepared statement attached.
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Roll call indicated the following:

Approve: Deputy Mayor Burry, Committeemembers Florek, Forester,
Stuart, and Mayor Hennessy

Oppose: None

Absent: None

4. ORDINANCE 2003-14: AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 73 OF
THE TOWNSHIP CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK
ENTITLED “ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES” was read by Mayor Hennessy by
title on second reading. Mayor Hennessy read the new renewal amounts. With
no further comments, Mayor Hennessy opened the public hearing. With no
comments made, Mayor Hennessy closed the public hearing. Mrs. Burry made
a motion to adopt this Ordinance, seconded by Mr. Forester and unanimously
carried.

Roll call indicated the following:

Approve: Deputy Mayor Burry, Committeemembers Florek, Forester,
Stuart, and Mayor Hennessy

Oppose: None

Absent: None

5. ORDINANCE 2003-15: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE
TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK TO LEASE A PORTION OF CERTAIN
TOWNSHIP PROPERTY TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF A CELLULAR ANTENNA
TOWER AND ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT, AND THE SUBSEQUENT
LEASE OF SPACE THEREON TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER(S) FOR CO-
LOCATION, PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1, ET SEQ. was read by
Mayor Hennessy by title on second reading. Mayor Hennessy opened the
public hearing. Mr. Bruno Burdsey asked where the tower is going? Mayor
Hennessy explained that it would be directly next to the Police Department.
Mr. Domidion asked where the old antennas go? Mayor Hennessy said he is
uncertain, but this would be the responsibility of the vendor. With no further
comments, Mayor Hennessy closed the public hearing. Mr. Forester made a
motion to adopt this Ordinance, seconded by Mrs. Burry and unanimously
carried.

Roll call indicated the following:

Approve: Deputy Mayor Burry, Committeemembers Florek, Forester,
Stuart, and Mayor Hennessy

Oppose: None

Absent: None

6. ORDINANCE 2003-16: AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING LEFT HAND
TURNS FROM THE MORELLO AND COMMUNITY BANK BUILDING
ONTO MERCHANTS WAY IN THE TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK, AND
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 222, “VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC”, OF THE “CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF COLTS ENCK”,
ACCORDINGLY was read by Mayor Hennessy by title on second reading.
With no comments made, Mayor Hennessy opened the public hearing. Mr.
Vince Domidion said he feels this Ordinance is a mistake and there is too
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much traffic in that area. Rigorous enforcement is needed. Ms. Jane Langsent
asked where this location was. Mayor Hennessy explained.
With no further comments, Mr. Forester made a motion to adopt this
Ordinance, seconded by Mr. Stuart and unanimously carried.

Roll call indicated the following:

Approve: Deputy Mayor Burry, Committeemembers Florek, Forester,
Stuart, and Mayor Hennessy

Oppose: None

Absent: None

7. RESOLUTION 2003-161: AUTHORIZING AWARD OF BID – FIVE
POINT PARK was read by Mayor Hennessy. Mrs. Burry said the Historic
Preservation Committee did research and found it is Five Point Road not Five
“Points” Road. Mayor Hennessy said he is pleased to see we received 13 bids
for this project. Mayor Hennessy said Precise Construction, Freehold, NJ is
the apparent low bidder at $934,819.90. Mr. Forester asked if this bidder has
to put up a Performance Bond? Mr. Bennett said yes, he put up a bond for
130% of bondable amount. Mrs. Burry asked if we know anything about this
company? Mr. Bowden said the Township Engineer said this company is
known in the market and recommends them. Mr. Stuart said this project has
been a long time in the making and is looking forward to the ground breaking.
With no further comments, Mrs. Burry made a motion to approve this
Resolution, seconded by Mr. Florek and unanimously carried.

Roll call indicated the following:

Approve: Deputy Mayor Burry, Committeemembers Florek, Forester,
Stuart, and Mayor Hennessy

Oppose: None

Absent: None

8. RESOLUTION 2003-162: SUPPORTING SENATE BILL NO. 1924 AND
ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 2753 – PROPER BURIAL FOR WORLD TRADE
CENTER VICTIMS was read by Mayor Hennessy in full. With no comments
made, Mr. Florek made a motion to approve this Resolution, seconded by
Mrs. Burry and unanimously carried.

Roll call indicated the following:

Approve: Deputy Mayor Burry, Committeemembers Florek, Forester,
Stuart, and Mayor Hennessy

Oppose: None

Absent: None

9. RESOLUTION 2003-163: CONFIRMING MONOUTH COUNTY
COOPERATIVE PURCHASING BID FOR LIQUID CALCIUM
CHLORIDE was read by Mayor Hennessy. Mr. Bowden explained. James
Reed is the apparent low bidder at 81.9 cents per gallon. With no further
comments, Mrs. Burry made a motion to approve this Resolution, seconded by
Mr. Forester and unanimously carried.
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Roll call indicated the following:

Approve: Deputy Mayor Burry, Committeemembers Florek, Forester,
Stuart, and Mayor Hennessy

Oppose: None

Absent: None

10. MOTION TO ADOPT A CONSENT AGENDA was read by Mayor
Hennessy for the following Resolutions:

Resolution 2003-164: Authorizing Refund Tax Overpayment

Resolution 2003-165: Approving Special Item of Revenue – Recycling
Tonnage Grant

Resolution 2003-166: Authorizing Refunds – Recreation Programs

Resolution 2003-167: Authorizing Release of Special Performance Guarantee
– House Demolition: Block 1, Lot 76 (85 Clover Hill Road)

Resolution 2003-168: Authorizing Application Escrow Funds – Application
No. 600 (Maddon Equestrian Show)

Resolution 2003-169: Authorizing Release of Special Performance Guarantee
– Curb Replacement; Block 40.04, Lot 3 (Barbary Lane)

Resolution 2003-170: Approving Raffle Application No. 03-38 – Colts Neck
Women’s Club Evening Division (Gift Basket Raffle)

Resolution 2003-171: Approving Raffle Application No. 03-39 – Colts Neck
Women’s Club Evening Division (50/50 Raffle)

With no comments made, Mrs. Burry made a motion to approve the
aforementioned Resolutions, seconded by Mr. Florek and unanimously
carried.

Roll call indicated the following:

Approve: Deputy Mayor Burry, Committeemembers Florek, Forester,
Stuart, and Mayor Hennessy

Oppose: None

Absent: None

DISCUSSION: ROUTE 34 HIGHWAY ACCESS PLAN AMENDMENT –
SETA REALTY, BLOCK 48, LOTS 5, 39, AND 40 –: Mr. Bowden explained
he received a copy of the Route 34 Traffic Impact Study for Proposed
Lifestyles Shopping Center prepared by The Civil Group dated July 2003. The
report was prepared by Seta Realty, Inc. in support of the Township’s request
for a minor amendment to the Highway Access Management Plan.  On behalf
of Seta Realty, the Township has requested to eliminate shared access to
Route 34 for Block 48, Lots 39 and 40, and to relocate the collector road “B”
approximately 200’ to the North. This new report has been prepared to
demonstrate that the new driveways will not interfere with the existing
Delicious Orchards driveways.  The Department of Transportation is now
requesting a letter from the Township confirming our support of the design
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contained in the study. Mr. Stuart said he is satisfied with this amendment.
Mrs. Burry said it is important to note that this will also be accepted by the
State.  Mr. Florek said he likes this change and it makes good sense. Mr.
Forester concurred. After brief discussion, the Township Committee
unanimously endorsed the amendment for the Highway Access Management
Plan with a voice vote.

Roll call indicated the following:

Approve: Deputy Mayor Burry, Committeemembers Florek, Forester, Stuart
and Mayor Hennessy

Oppose: None

Absent: None

DISCUSSION: EXTENSION TO TOWN HALL –Mayor Hennessy said he
is seeking support for bringing Town Hall’s staff currently working in the
basement of Town Hall to the main floor. Mayor Hennessy said if you want
the best for your town and those who conduct the day to day operations of the
Township, they should have proper space. We are currently looking at an
estimated cost of $60,000.00 for records storage alone. The replacement of the
steps on the pond side of Town Hall is another $52,000.000 (as quoted in
recent bid opening). That adds up to an approximate cost of $120.000.00 for
replacement of the steps and for records storage. The ones to profit most from
this proposal are the Building Department, Planning/Zoning Board, Code
Enforcement, and Fire Marshall. To help with the cost of the extension to
Town Hall, the Building Department does have a Trust Account which could
pay for itself. Mayor Hennessy said he feels this issue is worth discussing.
Mr. Stuart said he has been a proponent of expanding Town Hall for a while
now, however,  Mr. Stuart said he heard an estimate of a million dollars to do
this based on 7000 square feet. Mr. Stuart said he feels a substantial addition
can be done for $500,000.00 or less.  Mr. Bennett asked how many square feet
are utilized in the basement now? Mr. Stuart said an estimated 2500 to 3000
square feet.  Mayor Hennessy asked the Governing Body to think about this
proposal and we will continue the discussion at the next Township
Committee.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT: Mr. Bowden reported that the County has
sent out applications for a 50% matching grant for municipal open space grant
program.  Mr. Bowden said there are several possibilities for said grant; Boy
Scout Building at Bucks Mill Park, a tot lot at Bucks Mill Park, etc. The funds
can be used for both land acquisition and development for park, recreation,
and open space purposes are eligible for funding. After brief discussion, the
Township Committee unanimously agreed to apply for said grant.

Mr. Bowden further reported that Mr. Forester and Mr. Stuart both attended a
public hearing for a proposed 10 foot wireless antennae Route 18 Exit 22A.
Only one resident attended the public hearing voicing some health concerns.
Mr. Bowden said there was very little opposition expressed at the public
hearing.  The radius is just shy of _ mile and the antennae is very unobtrusive.
Mr. Stuart said he was previed to seeing photographs of other alternative
antennas and this one is by far most unobtrusive. Mr. Stuart said he sees no
problem with this, and sending a letter to NJDOT stating the Township does
not object to this project proceeding. After brief discussion, Mrs. Burry made
a motion to send such a letter, seconded by Mr. Forester and unanimously
carried.
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Roll call indicated the following:

Approve: Deputy Mayor Burry, Committeemembers Florek, Forester,
Stuart, and Mayor Hennessy.

Oppose: None

Absent: None

11. MOTION TO APPROVE VOUCHERS was made by Mr. Forester for all
vouchers totaling $2,589,527.58, seconded by Mrs. Burry and unanimously
carried.

Roll call indicated the following:

Approve: Deputy Mayor Burry, Committeemembers Florek, Forester,
Stuart, and Mayor Hennessy

Oppose: None

Absent: None

12. TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Mr. Forester reported that he attended a Monmouth County Transportation
Meeting, but nothing pertaining to Colts Neck was discussed.

Mrs. Burry reported that the Farmland Preservation Committee sent a letter
requesting the existing 900 sq. feet Ordinance for a “farmer’s cottage” be
increased to 1200 square feet, and further eliminating the COAH
requirements.

Mrs. Burry continued her report by advising the Historic Preservation
Committee arranged for the recent painting of the Montrose Road School
House. The next step will be to replace the fence around it.

Mrs. Burry further reported that the Architectural Review Committee has been
having a positive impact on Colts Neck.  This past month a home was
purchased on Route 537 by a widow who has remarkable plans for it. Mr.
Bowden asked if it was formerly Dr. Kouton’s residence?  Mrs. Burry said
yes.

Mrs. Burry noted that Senator Bennett’s roots are in Colts Neck and presented
Senator Bennett a framed memento of Colts Neck on behalf of the Historic
Preservation Committee. Everyone extended a round of applause and
photographs were taken.

Mr. Stuart reported that the Monmouth County Agriculture Board has
eliminated soil scores for those who wish to enter the Planning Incentive
Grant Program.  This is good news for Colts Neck.

Mr. Florek reported that the Fire Companies PEOSHA investigation
continues. Areas that did not pass inspection have been rectified. The Fire
Companies have been given 60 days to comply with certification for
respiratory issues by a physician. Mr. Florek said the Fire Companies are still
seeking an answer pertaining to standpipes from the Township Engineer.

Mr. Florek continued to report the Trail Riders Pace on October 19th was very
well attended.  The Trail Riders are inquiring about a Department of
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Environmental protection grant application in which the grant money would
be used for work on the existing trails.

Mr. Florek further reported John Malinowski is now a qualified EMT on the
First Aid Squad.

Mayor Hennessy reported that the Colts Neck Community Band last week had
an excellent performance.  The next performance is scheduled for February 7,
2004.

13. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Mrs. Kathleen Walsh said she encourages anything the Governing Body could
do to lend financial support for the new recreation structure at Bucks Mill
Park. Any grant funding would be greatly appreciated and beneficial to the
project. Mrs. Walsh clarified that the new structure at Bucks Mill Park is not
strictly a meeting place for scouts, but is for all citizens to enjoy.

Mr. Axelrod, Cedar Drive, said he was present at a previous Township
Committee meeting regarding various issues with his neighbor. Since that
meeting still nothing has been done to lend aid to the situation.  Mr. Axelrod
said on November 1, 2003 Mr. Anfuso, Township Planner, found over 12
substantial violations.  Mr. Anfuso advised Mr. Salerno to not issue a
Certificate of Occupancy, however, Mr. Axelrod stated that despite this, his
neighbor is living there. Mr. Axelrod said he has now spent in excess of
$45,000.00 in damages due to these issues.  Mr. Axelrod implored the
Township Committee to press his neighbor to comply with these issues.  Mr.
Axelrod said he feels it is the Township’s responsibility for this neighbor to
remove the dam. He has no approvals for it. He is also residing there without a
C.O. He is also assessed at half the money that my home is assessed for. Mr.
Axelrod asked what the Township is going to do about these issues and when?

Mr. Bennett said that several citations have gone out against this neighbor.
Mayor Hennessy said we will crank up the enforcement, however, part of the
problem is that we do not have any clout with the Department of
Environmental Protection.  Mr. Axelrod said the DEP doesn’t have any record
of the Township filing a report with them showing objection.  Mayor
Hennessy  said he will have Mr. Bowden look into this.

Ms. Jane Langs, 5 Brookside Drive, showed pictures of environmental
damage caused by Mr. Axelrod’s neighbor.

Mr. Vince Domidion said the home is about the only thing that’s not in the
conservation easement.

Mr. Forester said he feels we need more facts and less speculation.

Mrs. Jennifer Axelrod praised the Township Committee for their litigation and
hard work pertaining to the Westminster case.

Mrs. Laura Kolnowski asked if there are any changes to the plans for Five
Point Park? Mayor Hennessy said no. Mrs. Kolnowski asked when the work
will begin?  Mr. Bowden said weather permitting maybe before the end of this
year.

Mr. Chris Lupia asked how money is determined for LOSAP? Mr. Florek
explained that it is based upon a point system derived on participation. Mr.
Lupia asked how anyone can vote based upon an understanding of it?  Mr.
Florek explained there is an Ordinance with full details about it.

With no further comments, Mayor Hennessy closed the public hearing.
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14. RESOLUTION 2003-172: EXECUTIVE SESSION was read by Mayor
Hennessy. With no comments made, Mrs. Burry made a motion to adjourn at
9:35 p.m. and go into Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Florek and
unanimously carried.

Roll call indicated the following:

Approve: Deputy Mayor Burry, Committeemembers Florek, Forester,
Stuart, and Mayor Hennessy

Oppose: None

Absent: None

__________________________
Robert Bowden,
Township Administrator

RB/as


