
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK  

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE  

April 26, 2016  

  

Mrs. Burry called the Committee to order at 7:04 PM with a salute to the flag. Mrs. Burry read 

the following statement: “In accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law – 

Chapter 21 P.L. 1975, public notice was provided in accordance with the Annual Notice 

procedures (C10:4-28) of said Act.”  

ROLL CALL:  

PRESENT:  Freeholder Burry, Mrs. Gentile, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Kerris, Mr. Oberer, Mr. 

Taeschler, and Mr. Tappen  

ABSENT:  Mrs. Feury, Committeeman Fitzgerald, and Mr. Gassert (all excused)  

On a motion by Mr. Taeschler, seconded by Mr. Tappen, the minutes of the March 29, 2016 

meeting were accepted as submitted.   

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT  

Freeholder Burry swore in Mr. Oberer for his Oath of Office which expires December 31, 2018.  

Freeholder Burry offered some history that the first time the Pledge of Allegiance was spoken 

publicly was in 1893 at the Twin Lights in the Highlands. Freeholder Burry distributed copies of 

the Weekend in Old Monmouth booklet which is this weekend. The Montrose School House is 

featured for the first time.  

Mrs. Battista will draft a formal letter from Freeholder Burry to the Colts Neck Business  

Association asking the organization to assist in reinstating the Annual Excellence in Architecture 

awards. Mr. Tappen suggested as an alternate to approach Morris Flancbaum, a builder in town 

or a local sign company to donate the plaques. In the past the plaques were part of our 

operating budget – until the T.C. eliminated them. Mrs. Burry preferred the former approach.  

The award was given at a Township Committee meeting to a commercial and/or residential 

building(s) that was completed within the year and meeting other criteria.   Freeholder Burry 

stated that in the past, three plaques cost about $1,000 per year. The Historical Preservation 

Committee plaques were made from cast iron by a company in Erie, Pennsylvania. They are oval 

in shape and can be affixed to the Building. 
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PLANNING BOARD  

No updates to report.  

  

  

ZONING BOARD    

Freeholder Burry mentioned that all the items that had been through the Architectural Review  

Committee had been approved. The Car Wash was postponed to the following meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS  

Jim Truncer, Director Monmouth County Parks System and Gail Hunton, Supervisor Historic  

Preservation, provided handouts and displayed plans on renovations to the Hominy Hill Club  

House, Monmouth County Park System, 92 Mercer Rd.  Freeholder Burry mentioned that Ms. 

Hunton worked on the rebuilding of the Visitor Center after the devastating fire at Thompson 

Park. Mr. Truncer provided some history on the Golf Course designed by Robert Trent Jones for 

Henry Mercer. The County purchased the property in 1976.  The main architectural change is to 

the front vestibule entry.  An elevator will be put in the silo. The roofing will be standard seam 

roof like the Visitor Center at Thompson Park as compared to the original asphalt shingles, and 

the windows will be replaced with energy efficient windows.  The building will now be ADA 

compliant. The exterior of silo is corrugated metal.  Committeeman Fitzgerald mentioned that 

this is a courtesy to the County to present what they are doing. Mr. Gassert felt that they 

should have some mention of the Mercers on the outside, such as a weather vane of a cow, a 

cupola or an “M”. Committeeman Fitzgerald asked about the timing.  Mr. Truncer said that an 

architect has been hired and the Freeholders have been asked to approve the capital budget. 

Mr. Tappen will write a report.  

Mr. Truncer, Block 35, Lot 14, Monmouth County Park System, County Road 537 is resurfacing 

the water spray ground area, including replacing existing features for new features, and putting 

in a new tank for recycling water in a separate building to eliminate corrosion other 

equipment/manifolds. Changing rooms, showers and bathrooms are just about finished.  This is 

all approved and funded. Mr. Taeschler will write a report.  

ZB957, Block 45.02, Lot 2, Sclafani, 25 Salem Dr. They had obtained variance which expired 5 

years ago. They will update and modify side porch.  They are going ahead of Zoning Board.  Mrs. 

Battista will request a digital picture to distribute to committee via email when owner returns 

from vacation.  Withhold approval until receive photograph.  Freeholder Burry will help Mrs.  

Battista with report.  
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PB719A, Block 39, Lot 11.01, Amboy Road Assoc., County Road 537/Lakeside Ave.  7 lot 

subdivision. Freeholder Burry mentioned this is on the corner of Vince Cerullo’s property. This is 

not within our purview at this time.  Mr. Taeschler wrote a report.  

PB720, Block 730, Lot 3.16 & 3.17, John Kling, Paddock Lane. This is not within our purview at 

this time. Mr. Taeschler wrote a report.  

Block 13, Lot 26, Laura Ciccone, 221 Heyers Mill Road, has a serious problem with drainage near 

existing garage.  Execute a grading change, remove existing garage and build detached garage.  

Mr. Oberer viewed the Plot Plan for where new garage will be built.  Everything is in 

compliance. Mr. Tappen obtained an alternate phone number as unable to reach Laura Ciccone 

for meeting. Mrs. Battista spoke with Mrs. Ciccone on March 30th who will take photographs of 

the existing structure and drop off at Colts Neck Realty.  Mrs. Gentile will write report.  

ZB956, Block 48, Lot 6, Nicoletta, State Route 34, is an application for a Car Wash. This is not a 

permitted use in this area.  The Committee would like to see the elevation drawings when they 

are approved.  The location will be across from Distillery. The Car Wash water will be recycled 

minimizing the septic and well requirement. This is not within our purview at this time.   Mr.  

Taeschler wrote a report.  

Block 23, Lot 13.12, Yellow Brook Property Co., 3 Forest Way, was reviewed at February 23, 

2016 meeting. Report attached.  

NEW BUSINESS  

PB719A, Block 39, Lot 11.01, Amboy Road Assoc., County Road 537/Lakeside Ave. There are no 

architectural elements in application. This is not within our purview at this time. Mr. Taeschler 

updated March report.  

ZB956, Block 48, Lot 6, Nicoletta, State Route 34.  Mr. Dino Nicoletta of 24 Minebrook Rd 

presented a colored presentation of the architectural drawing. The 4.27 acres location is on 

State Route 34, just north of Trump’s entrance, next to Jim Schatzle office built by George 

Illmensee. The 13,000 square foot building will have two wash tunnels, one would be a fully 

automated car wash and the other would be a hand wash, two oil/ lube bays and one detail 

bay.  Mr. Nicoletta stated that there will be 0% pollution from the operation and will have 100% 

recycled water via a production reclamation system to treat the water. The leftover water and 

debris will be hauled away.  The car wash uses six gallons of water per car vs. a home that uses 

200 gallons of water. The water will be drawn from a well. It will be a block building with board 

and roof materials to make it look like a barn. Some acreage in the back will not be utilized.   

Mrs. Gentile asked if the town requires a buffer. Mr. Oberer noted a 75 foot setback from State  

Route 34.  Mr. Oberer asked about signage to which Mr. Nicoletta responded there would be a 

“Colts Neck Car Wash” sign in front and possibly on the building if allowed. Freeholder Burry 

suggested the “4 Side Elevation” view be enhanced to include two garage doors as seen in the 
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“3 Rear Elevation” view and windows as seen in the “2 Side Elevation” view (possibly higher), so 

neighbors and the cars driving south on State Route 34 see a nicer view. Mr. Taeschler said it 

looked like the Applegate Farms Ice Cream store on County Route 537. The Committee was 

concerned with how an oil spill will be handled. Mrs. Battista will email the picture taken of Mr.  

Nicoletta’s colored presentation board to Mr. Kerris who will write the report.  

ZB954, Block 46, Lot 17, GK Distilling, 300 State Route 34.  Mr. Oberer asked if anyone has 

visited a distillery, which no one on the Committee had. Freeholder Burry stated that the 

distillery would be buying items locally such as corn and would have limited hours of operation. 

Mr. Tappen will write a report.  

On a motion by Mrs. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Oberer, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.  

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, May 24, 2016, at 7:00 PM, at Township Hall.  

  

Respectfully submitted,  

  

  

Michele Battista  

Secretary  


