          Colts Neck Recreation Committee

                                                                                           Minutes – January 6, 2016

COLTS NECK RECREATION COMMITTEE


MINUTES:  January 6, 2016
 Attendees:  Chris Adams, Frank Baker, Phil Maida, Judy Laufer, Paul Wild, John Rocco, Joe Mancino,

                    Brian McNally, Ronnie Sullivan, D.J. Ten Hoeve.
Excused Absence:  Rich Rehm
Township Liaison Absent:  Vacant
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Adams at 7:00 p.m. 
The Sunshine Statement was read.
The Committee approved the minutes from December 7, 2015. 
Chairman Adams asked committee members to introduce themselves.  Once introductions were completed, he made a motion to nominate Mr. Baker as Vice Chair. The motion was passed.

Mr. Adams noted Mr. Engel’s resignation from the Township Committee and the committee’s vacancy for a liaison to Recreation Committee.   He explained the Township Has a number of days to accept nominations and select a candidate.  

The Committee welcomed new members Ronnie Sullivan and D.J. Ten Hoeve.

Old Business
Stewards of the Park - Mr. Hennessy reported on the issue Ms. Sullivan brought to the committee relating to 142 Montrose Road.   He met with zoning officer, Rich Galinski and observed the debris at Bucks Mill Park.  Mr. Galinski met with the home owner and was assured the debris would be removed from the park.  Mr. Hennessy spoke to American Youth Football and Cheer Director and was assured the debris found near the football field would be removed.  Mr. Adams noted this weekend the Sports Foundation will remove the soccer goals at Five Point and Cedar Drive to the side and clean up the fields. 

Letters to Santa – Ms. Byrne reported 110 letters were received, 38 more than 2014.  There were 61 letters from Colts Neck children, 19 letters from Freehold, 9 from Marlboro, 2 from Lincroft, 1 from Middletown, 3 from Ocean. 
15 letters had no return address. 
Children’s Santa Craft Workshop – Mr. Hennessy stated the workshop was a great success at Conover Road Primary School.  173 children made 2 ornaments.  Our two Art Supervisors from summer camp guided the children.  Many children recognized Ms. Hannen and Mrs. Dafeldecker from camp.
Holiday Festival Concert and Tree Lighting – Mr. Hennessy gave kudos to Mr. Maida for his acoustics.  Mr. Maida suggested having portable lights again next year.  Mr. Wild explained the boy scouts and parents who helped with the hot chocolate did a fantastic job.  They bought a big pot and propane stove which helped the hot chocolate process, beginning boiled water immediately upon arrival.  They handed out approximately 270 cups of hot chocolate and were “sold out” before Santa arrived.  Mr. Wild read his letter thanking boy scouts which included an open invitation to assist for the 2016 Tree Lighting.  Mr. Hennessey asked for feedback on the event.  Mr. Adams stated more people were in attendance than last year. It was a great event.  Mr. Hennessy counted 350 in attendance.  Next year he will be bringing in a High School band, along with the Colts Neck Brass quartet.  Mr. Maida asked if the chorus was returning. Mr. Hennessy said no, but he may bring them back for a full concert.  

State vs. David Damico PTIP – Mr. Hennessy explained as most of you know there was vandalism at the upper soccer field at Bucks Mill, aka the Polo field last year.  The group was caught on social media where they posted the incident.  Mr. Adams added, the police also set up a camera. One man is an adult and is in Pre-Trial Intervention.  There is an order of restitution for $20,500 within 2016.  If the restitution is not made this year, it may continue as a Civil Case.  Ms. Laufer suggested advising the Township Committee of the restitution at next weeks Township Committee meeting.  
New Business

Winter Program Guide – Mr. Hennessy asked if everyone received the Guide at their homes.  He had additional copies for the committee.  

Community Center Winter Activity  American Youth Football and Cheer hosted a pancake breakfast with Santa in December.  This weekend the cub scouts are holding their Pinewood Derby.  There is extensive use by the Sports Foundation’s wrestling and soccer programs during the winter months. As in the past, the boy scouts continue to utilize the facility every Wednesday evening.  

2015 Year in Review – Mr. Hennessy noted Recreation and Parks continues to build a sense of community in the Township.  List of activities included a frisbee, lacrosse and soccer tournaments.  Monmouth County Middle School cross country meet, CNPTO and CNHS 5K Color Runs. And the first wedding ceremony and reception held at the Community Center.

2016 Outlook – A 45 day user task force has been formed by Mayor Schatzle and assigned to Deputy Mayor Fitzgerald; to create a 5 year master plan prioritizing enhancements for Township sports fields.  There are 5 members of the Sports Foundation on the task force, along with Mr. Hennessy and Deputy Mayor Fitzgerald.  

2016 Budget – Mr. Hennessy distributed the 2016 Recreation and Parks budget.  He asked the committee to view the information and provide feedback in the coming weeks.  Public meetings of the budget will take place late February and early March.  Mr. Rocco asked why the Seniors receive a much higher amount of money from the Township than the Sports Foundation.  Mr. Hennessy explained they are not a self sustaining club like the Sports Foundation and they do not receive any capital project benefits.  A quarter of last years budget will become available for spending in the coming weeks, as the 2016 budget will not be finalized till May, Mr. Hennessy noted. Ms. Laufer stated the Township is going to obtain a $2.5 million bond.  Most of the money will be used for roads.  Remaining money will be used for other areas in the Township. With $2 million for the roads, $500K would be dedicated for parks and improvements to the Police Station facility. Mr. Hennessy mentioned Monmouth County has a matching grant program,  the application was due in September. He provided the County with several projects of interest that may be acceptable in Colts Neck.

Ms. Sullivan asked if there was any room in the budget for an Equine project.  Mr. Hennessy asked everyone to provide input to the budget in the coming week.  
Senior Citizen Club – Ms. Laufer reported the Seniors had a meeting today at the Colts Neck Inn.  New Township Committee Bartolomeo was in attendance as their new liaison.  A CN Police Officer gave a presentation on telephone solicitors.  He recommended calling the telephone provider, they will block all of those calls from your telephone number.  The Christmas Luncheon was held on December 21 at the Molly Pitcher in Red Bank.  In January they’ll be attending a play at Two River Theater and February going to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse.  There are 200 Seniors signed up in the club.
With no other matters to discuss, Mr. Adams, adjourned the meeting at 7:55 pm.  Our next meeting will be Wednesday, February 3, 2016 at 7 pm.








Respectfully submitted,  








Barbara Byrne, Secretary
2/4/16

