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RECREATION COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 2, 2013 AT 7:00 P.M. 
 

 

Frank Baker called the Colts Neck Recreation Committee meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and the 

following statement was read: “As Presiding Officer of this meeting of the Recreation Committee, I 

hereby declare that the notice requirements of the law have been satisfied by prominently posting on 

the Township bulletin board a notice of this meeting, and that there has been transmitted by regular 

mail a notice to the Asbury Park Press and that a copy is on file in the Office of the Township Clerk.  I 

further order that this public announcement be placed in the minutes of this meeting.”   

 

 

ROLL CALL INDICATED:  

PRESENT: Frank Baker, Judy Laufer, Rich Rehm and Paul Wild 

ABSENT:  Jim Valenti, Phil Maida, AJ Garito, Ed Piotrowski, Joe Mancino, Jr., Candice  

   Burke, Brian McNally and Mike Fitzgerald 

ALSO PRESENT: Thom Hennessy and Ruth Leininger 

 

 

With only four members in attendance there was not a quorum.  The Board decided to proceed with the 

meeting noting that no formal action will be taken.  

 

Old Business – Stewards of the Park.  The parks all seem to be in good shape.  All the trees that had 

come down at the town parks because of Sandy, have been completely removed.  The fitness trail has 

been refurbished as well as all of the stations now have a new base.  The garden beside the library is 

now being taken care of by a group from the High School and looks great.  Unfortunately no one has 

been maintaining the Blind Garden and it may need to be removed.  Approximately 1,000 fish have 

been added to the pond in front of Town Hall and a windmill will be erected shortly that will aerate the 

ponds. 

 

The Lions Club has adopted Bucks Mill Park.  Wood and paint have been purchased for them and they 

are in the process of painting approximately 50 six foot rails to replace those missing in the existing 

fence.  The Lions are making a list of projects they plan on doing to maintain the park. 

 

The Colts Neck Art and Craft Harvest Festival was held last weekend.  This event has been at Bucks 

Mill Park for several years and runs very well.  There is very little our Public Works Department has to 

do for them, aside from delivering the snow fence.  They hire their own personnel and they leave the 

park immaculate when they are finished. 

 

New Business – Grass was planted at Bucks Mill #2 and #3 baseball infield as part of our 

refurbishment program.  Unfortunately we have not had any rain and the grass is not coming up as of 

yet.  Hopefully there will be some rain in the forecast to help the grass germinate. 

 

We have received an estimate of approximately $10,000 for Five Point Park #2 baseball field irrigation 

and $17,000 for expansion of existing 46/60 to 50/70 field.  By expanding the field to 50/70 it will 

allow for dual utilization of the fields.  This will be added to the budget for next year as a proposed 

capital project.   
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The Polo Field announcers stand and side boards have been removed from Bucks Mill Park.  They 

were deteriorating because they were constructed from wood that was not treated.  The elimination of 

these allows more playing surface for soccer and lacrosse. 

 

Fall fertilizer has been applied to all fenced baseball fields.  If the funds are available a late fall feed 

will be done as well. 

 

Two new Ferris zero turn mowers have been purchased and are a fantastic addition to our fleet.  These 

machines have a more professional cut which is both quicker and more efficient. 

 

Upcoming events include a Monmouth County Middle School Cross Country meet of Champions on 

October 22 at Bucks Mill Park and a Veteran’s Day celebration on November 11, with the location to 

be determined.  This year our Santa’s Workshop will be in conjunction with Frosty’s Winter 

Wonderland Holiday Shopping Experience for Kids which is an annual event run by the Colts Neck 

PTO. 

 

Colts Neck resident Jacquie Lee who sang at our Memorial Day celebration was a winner on the 

television show “The Voice” as a contestant, last week.  It is wonderful that such local talent 

contributes to our activities. 

 

Mr. Hennessy told the Board he received a call from Jennifer Krimko requesting Polo be allowed to 

return to Bucks Mill Park next spring.  She stated it did not have to be on an exclusive basis and would 

be for a limited number of dates.  She asked to appear in front the committee to which she was invited 

to come to the November 6
th

 meeting.  The Board was concerned that the fields could not be used for 

multiple activities due to the divots created by the horses.  By using the fields as currently set up they 

are able to be utilized by more residents than Polo and generating more revenue. 

 

Liaison Report – Mr. Fitzgerald was not in attendance. 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Rich Rehm at 8:00 p.m. and seconded by Paul Wild and 

unanimously carried.  The next scheduled meeting is November 6, 2013. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ruth Leininger 

 


