TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING
FEBRUARY 27, 2013
7:30 P.M. AT COURT HOUSE

The meeting of the Colts Neck Township Committee was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by
Mayor Fitzgerald. The following statement was read by Township Clerk, Mr. Bowden:
“The notice requirements of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law have been
satisfied by forwarding a News Release to the Asbury Park Press on December 12, 2012
stating a regular meeting of the Colts Neck Township Committee would be held
February 27, 2013 at 7:30 p.m., Colts Neck Court House, 124 Cedar Drive, Colts Neck,
New Jersey. The notice requirements have been posted on the Township bulletin board
and a copy is on file in the office of the Township Clerk.”

Roll call by Mr. Bowden indicated the following:

Present: Mayor Michael Fitzgerald; Deputy Mayor Russell Macnow;
Committeemen James Schatzle, Thomas Orgo and Jarrett Engel (arriving
late)

Also Present: Administrator/Municipal Clerk Robert Bowden, Deputy Municipal Clerk
Beth Kara, and Township Counsel Chris Ackerman, Esq.

Absent: None

Mzr. Bowden stated Committeeman Engel would be mﬁm&:m late as he is returning from a
business trip.

1. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: JANUARY 30,2013 and
FEBRUARY 13, 2013. Mr. Schatzle made a motion to approve, seconded
by Mr. Orgo and unanimously carried.

RECORD OF VOTE
Committeeman : MS | Yes | No | NV | Ab
Mayor Fitzgerald X
Deputy Mayor Macnow X
Schatzle M X
Orgo S X
Engel X
M - Moved S - Seconded X - indicates vote NV - Not Voting Ab - Absent

2. ORDINANCE 2013-5: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REVISING
CHAPTER 120 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF COLTS NECK,
FIREARMS was read by title at second reading by Mayor Fitzgerald. Mr.
Orgo discussed how the change to the existing ordinance impacts properties
of 5+ acres. Mr. Orgo stated no ordinance will stop illegal hunting;
however, this will provide the Police with the ability to enforce within the
Township. Mr. Schatzle stated the Township does have a deer population
issue, and he encourages continued discussion to address this issue. Mr.
Macnow stated there is a deer population problem, which has led to an
increase in deer vehicle accidents and an increase in lymes disease, which
are affecting the quality of life within the Township. Mr. Macnow stated he
is concerned about making a blanket change to the existing ordinance and
expressed concern regarding hunting in the close proximity to schools. Mr.
Macnow suggested having the Wildlife Committee comprised of community
members with divergent viewpoints review the actions of the Deer Sub-
Committee and begin an independent review of the issues. Mr. Macnow
stated the end result may not please everyone, but he is hopeful the
recommendations will be based on many thoughts. Mayor Fitzgerald
commented the special Township Committee of November 29 included the




State’s presentation on deer Bm:mmmEoE ﬂEocmw hunting. On January 30",
the ordinance was introduced, and: mmz:mm ina three-hour meeting. On
February 13", although this o&EmEoo was.not on the agenda, public
comment resulted in meeting of two plus hours. Mayor Fitzgerald stated
this is the third meeting addressing the ordinance amendment, and Mayor
Fitzgerald stated the Township Oo.:zwﬁmm stoically listens to the opinions
expressed. Mayor Fitzgerald mﬁﬁmm _:m personal opinion was the ordinance
should be more distinct, and he wants to have the safety zones delineated.
Mayor Fitzgerald stated there needs to be further exploration on the bow
hunting downward trajectory, and he concurs with Mr. Macnow that safety
zones around schools need to be further addressed. Mayor Fitzgerald stated
the membership of the Wildlife Committee would include former Deer Sub-
Committee members, Tom Orgo, Pam Russo and Bryan Grant, and new
members Kathleen Schatzman, Bryan Loyer, Kevin Clarke, and Gregg
Wolf. Mayor Fitzgerald stated he has read e-mails and listened to the
concerns of the community and Township Committeemembers, and does
not think this version of the ordinance is adequate. Mayor Fitzgerald
questioned Counsel on what is needed to withdraw consideration of the
ordinance. Counsel Ackerman stated a motion is needed to withdraw. If the
Township Committee withdraws the ordinance, it would have to start the
process with a new ordinance for introduction, then schedule a second
reading and public hearing. Mayor Fitzgerald is in favor of withdrawing the
ordinance and referring this issue to the ‘Wildlife Committee for review and
recommendations. ;

At 7:49 p.m., Mr. Engel arrived. Mayor Fitzgerald brought him up to speed.
Mr. Engel then presented commerits, which are appended. Mayor Fitzgerald
‘stated is in favor of a motion to withdraw the ordinance. Mr. Macnow made
a motion to withdraw Ordinance 2013-5, seconded by Mr. Schatzle and
carried by Messrs. Fitzgerald, Macnow, Schatzle and Engle; Mr. Orgo
opposed. Mayor Fitzgerald stated.since:the ordinance was withdrawn, there
would be no public comment and the! existing ordinance remains in effect.

wHOOwuu Om, VOTE .
Committeeman M S | Yes | No | NV | Ab
Mayor Fitzgerald , ” X
Deputy Mayor Macnow M X
‘Schatzle S X
Orgo X
Engel X

M - Moved S - Seconded X -indicates vote NV - Not Voting Ab - Absent

MOTION TO ADOPT A CONSENT AGENDA:

*RESOLUTION 2013-37: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE
OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE AND ACCEPTANCE OF
MAINTENANCE GUARANTEE, ZONING BOARD APPLICATION NO.
509 (COWDREY WOODS); : .

*RESOLUTION 2013-38: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND
OF TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 20 wa AND

*RESOLUTION 2013-39: WmmOH_GﬂOZ AUTHORIZING
RECREATION REFUND. :

»

Mr. Macnow made a motion to mﬁ?%ov mmoosaom by Mr. Engel and
unanimously carried.

[39]




RECORD OF VOTE
Committeeman MS [ Yes | No | NV | Ab
Mayor Fitzgerald X
Deputy Mayor Macnow M X
Schatzle X
Orgo : . X
Engel S X
M -Moved S - Seconded X -indicates vote NV -Not Voting Ab - Absent

At 8:05 p.m., Mayor Fitzgerald called a recess.

At 8:12 p.m., Mayor Fitzgerald reconvened the meeting.

7. DISCUSSION: WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE. Mayor
Fitzgerald noted this is an ad-hoc committee he established to expire

December 31, 2013, unless the next Mayor wanted to continue. Mayor
Fitzgerald read the names of the members, Tom Orgo, Pam Russo, Bryan
Grant, Kathleen Schatzmann, Brian Loyer, Greg Wolf and Kevin Clark.
Mayor Fitzgerald stated these are Mayoral appointments, and the Committee
is comprised of members from a variety of backgrounds and perspectives.
Mayor Fitzgerald stated the first meeting would be scheduled March 14,
7:30 p.m., at Town Hall.

8. DISCUSSION: STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE. Mayor
Fitzgerald stated Committeemen Engel and Schatzle will co-chair this
committee and he does plan to attend the first meeting. Discussion ensued
on the first meeting date to avoid conflict with the school spring break. The
members comprising this committee include James Schatzle, Jarrett Engel,
Ken Camarco, J.P. Bartemeleo, Nancy Locasio, Carl Accetola, Glen
Dalakian, Brendan Dowd, and Marguerite Maggs-Fitzgerald.

9. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT: Mr. Bowden had nothing to add to his
: report this evening.

10. MOTION TO APPROVE VOUCHERS: Mayor Fitzgerald reviewed the
vouchers and recommended approval, as follows:

Animal Control $82.81
Capital Fund $128,099.93
COAH : $217.50
Construction Trust $12,674.48
Current Fund ‘ $2,718,857.25
Escrow $10,652.52
Grant Fund $1,743.26
Trust Fund $9.657.38
TOTAL: $2,881,985.13

Mayor Fitzgerald stated he takes pride in Colts Neck for the management of
costs for storm-related debris removal. Mr. Macnow made a motion to approve,
seconded by Mr. Orgo and unanimously carried. Mr. Schatzle abstained from
approving Marlin Equipment Finance bills*; Mr. Orgo abstained from
approving Tri-County Turf bills.**

Lo



11.

12.

WMOOWH. @H <OHH

Committeeman M S Yes | No | NV | Ab
Mayor Fitzgerald X

Deputy Mayor Macnow ‘M X

Schatzle .. X *X
Orgo X **X
Engel S X

M - Moved S - Seconded x,_:&oma

M. Engel had no report this oa\@_:dw.w

fc NV - Not Voting _Ab - Absent

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE Qm@ﬂ.ﬁw

Mr. Orgo reported he attended Eoﬁmmwﬁmﬁﬁm_ Review Committee meeting
last evening, noting they need to recejve their paperwork on time.

Mr. Schatzle had no report this evening.

Mr. Macnow reported the Cedar Drive School will be hosting a Colts Fest
for students in sixth to eighth grades. There will be various instructional
courses in topics such as CPR and self defense. This event is focused on
improving student self-esteem and is m@osmoaa by the Alliance, Police
Department, and School Board.

i

e

Mayor Fitzgerald had no .H.%o: this evening.

PUBLIC COMMENT

With no further comments, 7\_8\9
comment.

itzgerald opened the meeting to public

Ms. Nina McKittrick, a resident;stated she- derives 100% of her income
from agriculture and is concerned S;r Senator Beck’s’ bill pertaining to
Farmland qualifications and the impact this bill would haVe on small farms
within New Jersey. Ms. McKittrick: mﬁ;@a if this bill is signed, 50 percent of
lands with farmland assessments QBEQ no longer be qualified. Mr. Orgo
commented this bill raises the mb:.cm_n farmland income threshold from $500
to $1,000 to qualify as a farm. Mr: Orgo noted the Tax Assessors are
receiving extensive training on what constitutes farming. Mayor Fitzgerald
commented the $500 threshold is low in today’s world, and this legislation
is an attempt to disqualify designated farm properties that are not truly
farming. Ms. McKittrick stated this will change the character of the Town.

Mr. Louis Morella, a resident, spoke of the sink holes on his street, stating
he would like to pave his driveway, but must have the sinkholes addressed
before he can proceed. Mr. Bowden apologized and stated he will speak

with Mr. ﬂuoq%wo: and Mr. Qo».w.w: Wo:,ad,m issue mbm ooamﬁ Mr. Morella.

Mr. Vince Domidion, a resident m:m Ow»: of the Monmouth County
Planning Board, stated the deer are a- ooEon problem. He noted there is a
separate issue under the Right To Farm ordinance to protect agriculture, and
farmers do have the right to be :ow:wo ‘to hunt. Mr. Domidion sees this as
an agricultural protection policy’ and & commm:& identifying areas with low
enough density and to protect mmzoa ure. Mr. Domidion spoke of fencing,
noting the site at Flock Road and Rotite: uuﬁ ‘where high fencing is present to
stop deer damage and boﬁom an ordinand éocE be required with specified |
setbacks.




13.

Ms. Judy Laufer, a resident, stated she would like groundhogs added to the
Wildlife Committee’s scope of review.

Mr. Chuck Camarata, a resident, requested an update on the Township’s
COAH obligation. Mr. Macnow responded the COAH sub-committee met
and entered into an agreement with Habitat for Humanity. They are now
looking at several properties for one or two units. Mr. Camarata questioned
a determination of COAH in the Courts. Mr. Macnow stated the Courts
overruled Governor Christie’s abolishing of COAH. Currently, there is no

guidance available to municipalities, as there is no one in COAH in Trenton.

Ms. Susan Wilcox, a resident, questioned the use of fencing as a deer
deterrent. Mr. Orgo responded deer can jump fences to find food; however,
deer fences can keep the deer out. Mr. Engel suggested Ms. Wilcox attend
the Wildlife Committee meetings as a member of the public. Mr. Engel
stated the meeting dates would be posted on the website.

Hearing no further comments, Mayor Fitzgerald closed the meeting.

MOTION TO ADJOURN: Mr. Macnow made a motion to adjourn,
seconded by Mr. Engel and unanimously carried by voice vote.

RECORD OF VOTE
Committeeman MS | Yes | No | NV | Ab
Mayor Fitzgerald X
Deputy Mayor Macnow M X
Schatzle X
Orgo X
Engel S X

M -Moved S - Seconded X - indicates vote NV -Not Voting Ab - Absent

The meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m.

> -

Robert Bévden, >QB§mﬁmﬁoﬂ\zgmo%m_.,g@w

Attachment




Thank you all for coming tonight. It isa great n_.mmm:ﬂm to see all of you. During the past four plus years
as your elected committeeman, | have sat at this table and heard from residents about the ever-growing
deer population problem facing our town and asked what are we, as elected officials, going to do about
it. Some came to us after being involved in a-motor vehicle accident, damage sustained to their
property, deer removal in the roadway and all.came fo us looking for an answer. Growing up in this
town, rarely seeing deer as a child, and being a member of our first aid squad since | was 15 years of age
having responded to numerous accidents .5<@§:m our encounters with deer, it was quite obvious to me
that the deer population has risen to be a darigerous and tostly consequence for our citizens, our deer
and our ecological system. ltis for i:w 1easo 1] ﬁ i t_mmmmm when being sworn in as your Mayor last-
year that | would force this very mBodoﬁm:«. Qmm«mma issue to the table and soon thereafter created a

subcommittee to figure out how o mn_m:drnm_é mo_<m Q:m. problem. 1asked this subcommittee to not
assume that my experiences as a resident were cofrect and to first ascertain whether or not Colts Neck
doss in fact heve & deer popula lation problem causing these issues and if so, how to solve that problem.
This subcommiiiee, Emnm up of our mrmmm of Py m\m& Health Officer, Recreation Direcior, residents and
guests from the state Fish and Wildlife, mﬂmd@m??m» since the beginning of fast year. ihave sat at
‘many of the meetings, and can tell you that 1 was most impressed with the Hoc,m: and detailed .
_conversations they had. They discussed %mmw.wmmmnﬁﬂm call the Biological Carrying Capacity or the
number of deer that Colts Neck’s land can support in good physical condition over a long period of time
without deforestation _dm:E:m in a terrible .ma&mmmnm,_,.wavmnﬁ They discussed the Cultural Carrying
Capacity as it relates 1o the safely ofour residents, such as increased smotor velicle FoCinents, proparky
damage, Lyme Emmmmm agricultural damage to.our local farmers, etc; all qumam_«\ _Buonm:ﬂ and cause -
for mﬁ«mﬁn cencern. And mest important: to 33509 Ewdm Qﬂ wrm mnmnnoﬂmm én rmma 3,03 ﬁmmﬁmﬁm.
"pverthe ﬁmmw several weeks ammmwma io r::ﬂzm mnmammwmw were aﬁmncunmn in am“mdom {3} ﬁru .
.numrvm«mm .u_d: ance. : .

mmmm

B : .
You see, the initial intent of the committee was to make Colts Neck safer, from both a deer population
perspective and a huniing perspective. 1 wante make that <m~.< clear. D_mncmm_o:m were had on how 1o
tighten up the existing ordinace, giving us more control over who was hunting by h having them checked
with our local police, updating the map En&.w:md«mmﬂom of safety zonesand existing properties
currently in a discharge area. What the mmummg ﬁmm and myself learned was very important and !
don’t believe considered in the no:<mqmmsasm~mo_sm on these last few weeks. We learned that the
existing map under the existing oaﬁmnnm w ,,ﬂ truly a “No .%mnrm_,mm. That there are propertiesin
s wmap that should be in 5 designated sa ,.Q\w@mmm that we w.r.gmvn we cotiig build a systerm or
process in place to further regulate j:.:ﬂ:@ vmcmzwm aswe “mm.ﬁm_m from our Chief, the existing
ordinance is too loose to enforce. Quite simply, w %mmamu ,pm do what many in this reom wwr.m asked us
1o do, furiher tighten up the mx_m:sn ordinance.

mﬁﬁm«mnwwwmumm:énﬁmqm mm.mmm mmﬁs mmmmmmmw n»mmnﬂbmsmmwm:-rm.mmmmm?,mmwnxm:ns“ué
We learned that not only could we not

mc»mﬁo wmﬂﬁsm on our own with our jocal authorities and our




our deer population control efforts. Right, wrong or indifferent, we learried that we had the ability to
partner with the state to help solve this problem. And with this, the conversation turned and became
about discharging firearms and not about solving the n_,oc_mg for which started this discussion.

S

_ am voting no on this ordinance. m_Bn_< cmn,mcmm Hr_m ordinance does not offer, what | believe to be the
most effective way to solve the deéfrover nowc_mﬁos problem. So what's hext? | mentioned this last
year when | started down this road and will sa it again, it seems so much easier in life to “not rock the
boat.” To hope that things will n:m:mm on ﬁ:m\: own. To avoid emotional discomfort by not doing what
is right, but what is popular. Even ?ocmr the- mxmﬁ:mgm may offer a better long term solution. | did
not take on the position of .ﬁossm:_w noag_ﬁmmam:;ﬁo make easy decisions. | think | can speak for all
of us at this table when | say that wé 60k oh »r,m bow to do what is right for our town, to make tough
decisions and BOﬂ importantly, to initiate nsm:mm érm: change is so vitally needed. | have come to
learn as a lifelong resident of our town that the great majority of our residents who either grew up here
or moved rm«m‘ remain in Colts Neck to enjoy;a certain way of living. | have learned as a township
committeeman that the foriula *o_. wmm_u_:m this ém< of living must be flexible and change in order to
keep things the same.

it may be a c__:asm glimpse of the oc<_ocm~ but if we nossacm down ?mﬂmﬂ: of doing nothing, changing
nothing, hoping for the best, the problem we are *wn_:m as a community will only get worse. My biggest
fear came to fruition last week, when six children were hospitalized after their bus swerved to avoid -
hitting a deer in Hamilton NJ and | believe this incident and the many oﬁ:ma that happen in.our own
....855 erm this Hov_n <<o_i.<,9ﬂ discussion. >_Um: m.:,#m_: wma “We can’ t mo_<m v_,ou_m:a U< :m_:m ‘H:m

. resources ?oa ﬁ:m state be considered in those: conversations. ‘And ﬁ:mz So%_:m with ﬂrm staté onan

-~ agreement for a new map and a hunter imnrsm isystem.by CNPD that ﬁ:m«\ no:_a uml.:mﬂ with us on. 1
also ask that all forms of deer vocc_mdo: management be reviewed again. b m_mo call'on our residents to -
mﬁmv up m:a :m_n us ‘Bmmﬂ:mﬂ find a mo_cro: | rm<m :seen first :m:a what:our town can ao when faced




