
 
 

 

Farmland and Open Space Committee  03/13/17  Meeting Minutes 

 

Attended by: Chairman Edward Eastman III, Liaison Thomas Orgo, David Barclay, Abbey Feiler-Kober, 

Richard Rehm and Mike Stivala  

Absent: Thomas Morin, Al Yodakis, Alternate Jena Cosimo and Alternate Janine Pinguelo (all excused) 

 

Mr. Eastman called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. The minutes of the February 13, 2017 meeting were 

tabled. 

 

Old Business 

Mr. Orgo reported that deGroot has submitted an application for Farmland Preservation. This matter will 

be the responsibility of the Monmouth Conservation Foundation, as the Township currently has no funds 

available. Mr. Orgo reported that Crystal Brook should close near the end of March. 

 

Mr. Eastman will write a letter urging voters to approve raising the dedicated farmland reservation 

assessment from one cent to two cents. Mr. Orgo replied that first the Township Committee must approve 

the letter and approve putting the matter on the ballot. He suggested that Mr. Eastman attend a meeting in 

April. 

 

New Business 

None. 

 

Liaison Report 

Mr. Eastman reported that the Dittmar Farm on Montrose went before the Monmouth County Agriculture 

Board to determine if they are eligible under Farmland Preservation to establish a brewery on the property, 

where they would grow barley and hops, and were given approval by that Board. Mr. Orgo declared that 

the Township Committee is opposed to the proposal. Mr. Orgo explained that although in Farmland 

Preservation, that property has not been recently farmed, but has participated in the “Wildlife Habitat 

Incentive Program” for between 15 and 20 years. Further, he explained that although eligibility for 

“farmland assessment” is based on sales of at least $1,000 of sales of farm products, $2,500 is required to 

qualify for protection under “right to farm” laws. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Rehm, and seconded by Mr. Stivala, the meeting was adjourned at 8:13 PM. Next 

meeting will be scheduled for Monday, April 10, at 7:30 PM. The secretary will poll the members this 

week to determine if a quorum will be available. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Ellen Terry 

Secretary 


