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Township of Colts Neck 

Shade Tree Commission  

Regular Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, April 4, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 

 

 

Roll Call 

 

Present:   Mr. Boak 

  Ms. Martin 

  Ms. Riley 

  Mr. Viola, Liaison 

  Ms. Stivala 

  Mr. Viola, Alternate 1 

  Ms. Coscia, Secretary 

 

Absent: Ms. Eastman (arrived at 7:35 p.m.) 

  Mr, Hammond 

  Mr. Nicoletti 

  Ms. Sherwood, Alternate 2  

 

 

Ms. Stivala read the Open Public Meetings Statement. 

 

Minutes – March 7, 2019   Motion to approve the minutes by Mr. Viola seconded by 

Ms. Stivala.  Motion carried by voice vote.   

Ms. Stivala changed the order of agenda items. 

Mr. Innucci, a resident residing at 5 Raleigh Pass (The Grand) was in attendance at the 

meeting.  His concern is regarding unstable trees located on a neighboring property on 

Hunts Road, which he is able to see from his back window.  Mr. Innucci advised that 

several years ago, he spoke with Mr. Nicolletti of the Shade Tree Commission who went 

to (The Grand) Association to have them remove the trees paid for by the Association.   

STC members advised that if it is an individual property owner, it would be an issue 

between the neighbors.    Vito Viola suggested surveying the property from Mr. Innucci’s 

yard to determine to whom the trees belong. 

Ms. Eastman arrived at 7:35 p.m.   
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Plan Review 

Grooms Subdivision 

STC reviewed the plans and determined that no STC action is required at this time. 

 

Additional plans not listed on the agenda were also reviewed as follows: 

 

Druesne Subdivision  

STC reviewed the plans and determined that no STC action is required at this time. 

 

Both subdivisions had been scheduled for a Technical Review Committee Meeting (TRC) 

to take place on 4/16/19. 

 

It was determined that an STC member would speak with Tim in the Planning 

Department regarding the current process of plan review for the Shade Tree 

Commission.  Vito Viola will stop by Town Hall to speak with Tim and advise STC at the 

May 2nd meeting. 

 

Item #5  Liaison Report – Mike Viola  

 

 Budget approved - Public Hearing scheduled for 4/24/19 

 

 Brush and Leaf pick up has begun in Zone 1 

 

 Update on COAH 

 

 Police Department – tour for interested residents to see the reasons why the 

building needed to be replaced. 

 

Item #4  Arboretum Report – Mr. Boak  

 

T&M created a strategic plan approximately two years ago.  In addition to the map, it 

shows the existing trees and tags.  The box on the bottom of the plan shows possible 

additions.  Mr. Boak invited STC members to do a walk around the property, which was 

scheduled for Tuesday, April 16th.   

 

Item #1 – Tree Sapling Distribution   Ms. Stivala to pick up saplings, which will be 

distributed on 4/13/19 in front of Town Hall. 

 

Item #2 – 19 Hialeah – Vito Viola spoke with Rich Galinski, Code Enforcement.  The 

property is not an easement, nor is it part of a greenway; it is a DEP issue.  Per Rich 

Galinski, it has to be reported to DEP. 
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Other Business 

 

Ms. Stivala spoke about the Lantern Fly (originating from China) now coming into NJ 

and PA.  Very dangerous; please report if seen. 

 

Vito Viola received a complaint from Laura Klein at 11 Raven Road.  He did a site visit, 

noting that growing vines damaged and are killing trees.  There are beehives, and a row 

of fencing covered with black garbage bags.  The trees do not look like they are in 

jeopardy of falling right now.   There are trees located in the greenway.  Motion made 

by Vito Viola seconded by Ms. Stivala, recommending that a certified arborist remove 

two of the trees at the owner’s expense.  Motion carried by voice vote. 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business at 9:00 p.m., motion made by Vito Viola seconded by 

Ms. Stivala to adjourn.  Motion carried by voice vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Loretta Coscia, Shade Tree Commission Secretary 

Approved 5/2/19 (VV/GB) 
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