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Township of Colts Neck 

Shade Tree Commission  

Regular Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, June 6, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 

 

Ms. Stivala read the open meeting statement 

 

Roll Call 

 

Present:   Mr. Boak 

  Ms. Eastman 

  Mr. Hammond  

  Ms. Martin 

Mr. Nicoletti 

  Ms. Sherwood, Alternate 2 

  Ms. Stivala, Chairperson 

  Mr. Viola, Liaison  

  Ms. Coscia, STC Secretary 

 

Absent: Ms. Riley 

  Mr. Vito Viola, Alternate 1 

 

Resident Concerns 

Brian and Perri McNally, 11 Goosepoint Drive attended the meeting.  They advised that 

approximately one dozen trees spanning the front of four homes have all died.  Photos taken 

from their cell phone were shared with the Commission.  Commission members believed it to be 

green ash borer.  The McNally’s were advised that it is the homeowner’s responsibility to cut 

down the trees if on their property.  Ms. Stivala suggested they contact an arborist to look at the 

trees and give suggestions on what can be done to save remaining live trees. 

 

Site Visit:  19 Applethorn Court – Tom Lefante    Ms. Martin and Ms. Sherwood spoke about 
their site visit to the referenced property.  Looking at the property survey, a large dead oak 
appeared to be on Green Acres.  Tree limbs extend over the property line and if any should fall, 
they could damage property; the limbs should be removed.   
  
Commission members discussed establishing a written protocol for site visits. Dr. Boak and Mr. 
Nicoletti suggested the first Commissioner visit is to determine if there is an immediate 
danger.  Township Committee Liaison Viola said situations considered pose an imminent danger 
need to be reported to the Administrator within 24 hours. If there is no immediate threat, but 
Commissioners are unable to determine potential danger over time, a certified tree expert will 
evaluate the site and report recommendations to the Administrator.  Commissioners who visit a 
site should make clear to the property owner that their role is to gather information, not to make 
a determination as to what steps, if any, the town will take.  Mr. Boak will circulate a proposal 
that Mr Vito Viola is working on that may be relevant to developing site-visit policy.   
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Motion was made by Mr. Nicoletti seconded by Mr. Boak to refer the tree issue at 19 Applehorn 

to the Administrator.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 

 

Affirmative:  Mr. Boak, Ms. Eastman, Mr. Hammond, Ms. Martin, Mr. Nicoletti, 

Ms. Stivala, Ms. Sherwood (seated for Ms. Riley) 

Negative:  None 

Absent:  Ms. Riley, Mr. Vito Viola 

 

 

Site Visit:  3 Talleyrand Drive-Angela and Robert Gregorio— Ms. Martin and Ms. Sherwood 

described their visit to the property. Maps and the property owner’s survey showed there is a 

drainage easement on one side of the property, a conservation easement on the other side of the 

property, and green acres at the back of the property.  Property owners were told that they do 

not need township approval to remove dead trees in the drainage easement. Property owners 

were told that Shade Tree Commission would grant approval for them to remove a dead limb 

hang over their driveway from a conservation easement tree.  Property owners were told that 

disposition of dead trees in the green acres would be addressed at the STC meeting and referred 

to township administrator for a decision. 

 

Motion made by Mr. Boak seconded by Mr. Nicoletti to refer the tree issue at 3 Talleyrand to 

the Administrator with the STC recommendation that the resident remove the trees in the 

easements at their own expense.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 

 

Affirmative:  Mr. Boak, Ms. Eastman, Mr. Hammond, Ms. Martin, Mr. Nicoletti, 

Ms. Stivala, Ms. Sherwood (seated for Ms. Riley) 

Negative:  None 

Absent:  Ms. Riley, Mr. Vito Viola 

 

Board Business 

 

1. Memorial/Celebratory Tree Program –   Ms. Sherwood provided handouts on the 

Memorial Tree Program.  A conversation ensued regarding some language in the 

handout.  It was determined that the language should be changed that following the 

acceptance of a tree donation, it would go out to bid to vendors.  

 

Motion made by Mr. Boak, seconded by Ms. Stivala to accept the document as 

discussed/amended.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 

 

Affirmative:  Mr. Boak, Ms. Eastman, Mr. Hammond, Ms. Martin, Mr. Nicoletti, 

Ms. Stivala, Ms. Sherwood (seated for Ms. Riley) 

Negative:  None 

Absent:  Ms. Riley, Mr. Vito Viola 
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2.  Arboretum Report/Walkabout – Mr. Boak said he and a few Commission members 

cleaned up debris on 5/9/19.   Mr. Viola asked to plan pruning around Zone 3 pick-up. 

 

3.  Communication/Liaison Report – Committeeman Viola 

 

✓ Bucks Mill Building out to bid 

✓ Deputy Mayor Rizzuto (present at the STC meeting this evening) on subcommittee 

for Court House.  Demolition to begin in the fall.   

✓ Beth Kara, Township Clerk retiring at the end of July.  Ms. Capristo, Township 

Administrator is filling in as Deputy Clerk 

✓ Paving on Heyers Mill 

✓ 290,000 grant from DOT to finish second half of Bucks Mill 

 

Plan Review 

 

3. Colts Neck Community Church – Proposed subdivision;  plans prepared by A.J. 

Garito, Jr. dated 5/14/19    No STC action at this time 

 

4.  Merchants Way Use Variance – Block 31, Lots 10.01  No STC action at this time 

 

5. Novick Residence, 7 Homelands Drive, revised plans prepared by A.J. Garito dated 

5/23/19      Letter to be sent requesting evergreen screening plan. 

 

6.  411 Route 34, LLC (Parking lot variance) STC requesting plan to show what 

trees/shrubs are to be removed for parking spaces. 

 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business at 9:00 p.m., motion by Ms. Sherwood seconded by Mr. 

Hammond to adjourn.  Motion carried by voice vote. 

 

 

 

Minutes approved 8/1/19  

   

 


