
Colts Neck Historical Preservation Committee 

Tuesday, September 10, 2019 

6:30 PM, Colts Neck Library 
 

In Attendance:  Lillian Burry Chairperson, Frank Rizzuto Township Committee Liaison, Michele Battista, 

Secretary, Patty Eastman, Mary Fournier, Jim Schatzle, Dalton Hamlin, Jessica Tobia, Mary Pahira, Susan 

Baker, Connie Wilson, Tara Buss & Janine Strafaci Pinguelo  

 

Absent: Shirley Miller, Joanna Connelly, Maggie Osmulski– all excused  

     

1. Mrs. Burry called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM stating “The notice requirements of the New Jersey 

Open Public Meeting Law have been satisfied by forwarding a news release to the Asbury Park Press on 

December 19, 2018, stating that a meeting of the Colts Neck Historical Preservation Committee would 

be held on September 10, 2019, at 6:30 PM at the Colts Neck Town Hall Meeting Room. The notice 

requirements have been posted on the Township bulletin board and a copy is on file in the office of the 

Township Clerk.” Mrs. Burry then led the Salute to the Flag. 

2. On a motion by Mr. Schatzle, and seconded by Mr. Hamlin, the minutes of the April 17, 2019 meeting 

were accepted as modified.   

3. Mrs. Burry introduced that Mrs. Wilson started on this committee and returned after 4 years in Illinois.  

4. Country Christmas on Dec 8th from 1 to 4pm Co-Chairs: Mrs. Mitchell, Mrs. Eastman and Mrs. Pahira 

 Mrs. Burry will get the singers 

 Mrs. Eastman needs extension cords for power  

 Mr. Rizzuto has Santa and large banner, fire police 

 Mrs. Pahira will get flowers, hot chocolate, cups 

 Fir Farm - Trees & Wreaths 

 Mrs Battista press release out and invitations. Mrs. Wilson will help. 

5. Mrs. Burry asked AHTheater if Hamilton in area so could piggyback event.  Principal Rigby to provide 

dates by Fri.  

6. Mrs. Burry said the Conover Rd Marker (#13) has had some issues with the marker taken out of the 

ground and put back in the ground by John Tobia. Then disappeared and reappeared. 

7. Mrs. Burry introduced Muriel Smith, a famous author and fellow historian who will help publish our 

book. Mrs. Burry drove Mrs. Smith around to show the marker locations and take photos.  This would 

have the 13 historic markers in a book form with a story, where marker located and a photo.  The book 

will list some past members such as Harold Kilbride, and Ann Rippa. Mrs. Smith provided a sample of 

the Reformed Church which was verified by Rev. Brown. Each story will be 700 words.  Mrs. Burry wants 

the photo of when Louise Whitney signed over the Montrose School to the town. Mr. Schatzle 

mentioned George Illmensee had something to do with the school. Mrs. Smith works with Mark Lamhut 

of Paul Mark Printing in Freehold.  Mrs. Pahira offered to sell the book at her store. Mr. Schatzle 

suggests having an online version. Mrs. Burry wants to present to the county historic commission for a 

grant. Mrs. Smith said this would qualify for a grant. Mrs. Wilson volunteered to apply for the grant.  

Mr. Hamlin would get GPS coordinates of the markers. When published, will need to get publicity and 

email all the historical societies. 



8. Mrs Burry mentioned county 9/11 ceremony at 8am. Mrs Burry annoyed about the township 

committee not notifying this committee about the town’s ceremony at 6:30pm. 

9. The Montrose Schoolhouse planned updates: 

a) The windows should be repaired and should be the responsibility of DPW. Mrs. Burry said Dave 

Paulson did a lot of work for us in the past.  Committeeman Rizzuto will handle.  

b) Purchase a shed but need to involve town for setbacks. Let planning know as a courtesy but this is 

exempt as a municipal property. Get a committee to look at sheds and then present to planning.  

This will not be an aluminum shed or vinyl. 

10. Mrs. Burry will be the Guest of Honor at the Ocean Township Historical Society Gala Luncheon at the 

Deal Country Club. Mrs. Burry will share the details when available with the committee and Barbara 

Mitchell. Tickets are $55 and Mrs Burry has them at the office.   

11. On a motion by Mrs. Baker, and seconded by Mrs. Pahira, the meeting was adjourned at 7:19 PM. The 

next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 8, 2019, at 6:30 PM at the Town Hall Meeting room. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michele Battista 

Secretary 


