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COLTS NECK RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 MINUTES:  January 22, 2019 
 
  
Attendees:  Frank Baker, Brian McNally, Ronnie Sullivan, Paul Wild, John Cantalupo, John McGuire, Susan    
                   Fitzpatrick (arrived 8:05 pm) 
 
Excused Absence:  Joe Mancino, Phil Maida, Judy Laufer, Heather Tormey (new member). 
 
Township Liaison Present:  Committeeman Bartolomeo 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman John Cantalupo at 7:00 p.m.  
 
The Sunshine Statement was read. 
 
Chairman Cantalupo welcomed new member John McGuire.   
 
Outgoing Chairman Report – Mr.  Adams was not in attendance. 
 
Liaison Report:  Committeeman Bartolomeo discussed with Committeeman Viola and Mr. Hennessy to add to 2018 
events for the 2019 Township calendar.  The calendar will be printed and mailed similar to the Colts Neck Business 
Association mailer.  2019 will include additional music events, including music styles for all residents.  September 
along with a movie night, children and parents will have an opportunity to take part in a sleep over at Town Hall.  
Food trucks for dinner and breakfast the next day will be part of the overnight experience.    
 
The Township recently promoted Colts Neck Police Officer Morgan Savage to Sargent.  The announcement was 
made at our last Township Meeting, along with honoring 14 Eagle Scouts and 6 First Aid Cadets.  We also disbanded 
most of the Department of Public Works.  It is sad to have to let people go.  The Township performed an analysis 
over a more than a year before marketing this difficult decision and are set up with shared services from Holmdel and 
Howell both towns will be “on call” to assist Colts Neck the County will play a role.  Four employees remain with 
Public Works. Committee Bartolomeo answered questions. 
 
Vice Chairman Baker presented former committee member Rich Rehm with a plaque for his 26 years of dedication to 
the Recreation Committee. 
 
 Old Business 
 
Steward of the Parks – Mr. Hennessy distributed a list of Township Park contributions made by Boy Scouts in 
process of attaining to be an Eagle Scout.  He asked Ms. Sullivan to explain the project at Bucks Mill Parks.  The 
project included a hitching post for horse back riders, bench, lunch, picnic table and garbage pail.   Mr. Hennessy 
asked if anyone else had anything to report.  There were no new Stewards of the Park reports. 
 
Ms. Sullivan submitted photos of the lumber, a lawn mower and other debris left at Bucks Mill Park at our November 
meeting.  She was told by Department of Public Works; the debris could not be removed because it does not belong 
to the Township.  The field was being leased by an outside vendor.   She was advised to submit the concern to the 
Township website tool “Report a Concern”.  She received a call from the Township Administrator within 48 hours 
stating the concern would be reviewed and area cleaned up.  Ms. Sullivan is happy to report all debris was removed.  
Mr. Hennessy noted the person who leased the field has partnered with the Sports Foundation at Laird Road Park.  
Committee Bartolomeo had a similar situation at the football field, and added anyone’s equipment, supplies etc. left 
on our fields should be removed. Both Beth Kara, Municipal Clerk and Administrator Capristo will respond to issues 
submitted as soon as possible using Report a Concern. 
 
Veterans Day Ceremony – Mr. Hennessy stated the ceremony was wonderful.  Schools were closed on November 
11; the ceremony was held at the Court House followed by a luncheon at the Library provided by the Women’s Club.  
The question he asked the committee, should the ceremony continue to be held at the Court House or return to 
Cedar Drive school.  At Cedar Drive school, 8th graders were involved and Veteran’s shared their stories with the 
children.  Vice Chairman Baker, a Veteran himself, stated the children invited family members who are Veterans to 
the ceremony, the choir was involved and the Veteran’s shared their backgrounds in an assembly.  Mr. Hennessy 
shared, some Veterans prefer the ceremony to be at the Court House.  Chairman Cantalupo stated continued 
education for Veterans Day should continue with younger generations.  Mr. Hennessy will contact Principal Rigby at 
Cedar Drive school for his input.  St. Mary’s also has a mass for the Veteran’s, maybe combining the events the 
same day. 
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Santa’s Work Shop - Mr. Hennessy shared 164 participants this year for Frosty’s craft workshop, the largest 
participation to date.  Tree Lighting – Committeeman Bartolomeo announced this year the Tree Lighting will be held 
on Saturday, December 7 in conjunction with Frosty’s workshop.  The rain date will be Sunday.  Co-mingling the 
events will bring the Township together.  Other additions include an artificial tree in the front of town hall on the steps 
with white lights, surrounding by the recently planted trees with color lights.  The ornament project will continue with 
plans to add another Christmas tree inside of Town hall if necessary.  Santa Letters – Ms. Byrne reported 49 Santa 
letters were received, a decrease from 2018.  Chairman Cantalupo suggested having materials at the Tree Lighting 
for children to write to Santa and drop their letters into the mailbox.  Committeeman Bartolomeo will use the pulpit 
during the ceremony to remind residents about Santa’s mailbox and the ornament project.   
 
2018 Field Maintenance – Mr. Hennessy has incumbered money for liming 27 acres.  Growmark has been contacted 
and will distribute the lime in a few weeks.  He noted lime is more important to the fields than fertilizer.   Mr. Wild 
asked Mr. Hennessy how the loss of Public Works staff will impact field maintenance.  Mr. Hennessy explained he 
does receive two summer employees, as noted in the budget.  Committeeman Bartolomeo added there are four 
employees in Public Works that are competent to assist.  Public Works Director Bader, laid out in critical detail Pubic 
Works responsibilities for the last two years.  The Township Committee is very confident this will all work out.  
 
New Business 
 
Winter Programs – Mr. Hennessy shared the schedule of fitness classes seven days a week with the committee, 
reflecting the use of our building at 14 Heyers Mill Road.  Mr. McNally asked how the registrations are going. Mr. 
Hennessy reported very well, we have a new enthusiastic Yoga Instructor who teaches 15 classes a week. Ms. 
Sullivan asked how many of the participants are from Colts Neck.  Mr. Hennessy stated 65-60%.   
 
Short- and Long-Term Goals of Recreation Needs will be discussed at the February 19 meeting. 
 
There was not a Senior report. 
 
Miscellaneous  
 
Stewards of the Parks assignments will be revised to include new committee members and distributed prior to the 
February meeting. 
 
Mr. Rehm has donated eighty trees to replenish Freer Nature Preserve.  He reminded Mr. Hennessy tonight he will 
store them until Spring when the Boy Scouts will plant them. 
 
Committeemen Bartolomeo stated at this year’s Memorial Day parade the Township Committee will place a wreath at 
the gravesite on Heyers Mill Road and continue marching to the Firehouse where the ceremony will be held.  It was 
agreed to limit the length of time for guest’s speeches during the ceremony.  A suggestion to provide canopies for 
shade at the Fire House was made. Mr. Hennessy would like to have the Colts Neck Business Associate more 
involved.  For example, asking Brocks to have a wagon with and advertisement, someone can pull the wagon etc. It 
would be commercial but no too commercial.  Ms. Sullivan getting thought involving the businesses is a great idea.  
The wagons could circle the fire house at the end of the parade. 
 
Chairman Cantalupo suggested we should identify the stakeholders for the parade at our February meeting and 
invited them to attend our March meeting to discuss the parade.  The more we prepare ahead of time the better, 
commented Chairman Cantalupo.  The bicycle contest will also be down at the fire house at the end of the parade.  A 
suggestion was made to have the CNPTO judge and award the winners of the bicycle contest to ensure participation. 
 
With no other matters to discuss, Chairman Cantalupo adjourned the meeting at 8:10 pm.  Our next meeting will be 
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 at 7:00 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Byrne Secretary 

        
 


